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Basra), the Departments of Health and Insurance, the Department of 
Education and all other government agencies. 

The new employees who took over the positions of the dismissed Jews 
were fervent supporters of the government and its anti-J ewish policies. 
Former government employees began to exhaust their savings in order to 
subsist. But even so, there was no despair among the Jews, and the 
decision to depart from Iraq was far from their minds. 

The Collaboration Continues 

Previously, it was mentioned that the Iraqi government had 

collaborated with the Zionist movement by creating the proper atmosphere 
for strengthening the power and influence of the Zionist movement in Iraq, 
whether by dismissing thousands of state Jewish employees or by the 
arbitrary arrest of Jewish citizens. 

Collaboration was not limited to creating desirable conditions for 

Zionism to flourish. For instance, a law that permitted Jews to renounce 
their citizenship in order to move out of Iraq was proposed under the 

request of the Jewish community leaders (Yehezkel Shem-Tov and Moshe 
Shohat) who were really working for the Zionist movement. 

On April 8, 1950, a bomb was thrown on a crowd of Jews who were 
celebrating Passover at the Cafe Dar El-Beyda in Baghdad. What followed 
revealed how pronounced and overt the collaboration was between the 
leaders of the Iraqi regime and the Zionist movement. For instance, the 
police arrested suspects who were found to belong to Ha'shura, the military 
branch of the Movement. Immediately after their arrest, the magistrate 
who instructed the investigation issued a statement. Salman El-Biyat said 
there was an obvious connection between the explosion and the 

distributors of Zionist leaflets that were handed out after the bombing. As 
soon as the magistrate made this fact public in spite of the fact that the 
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investigation was at its peak, an order came from "above" to transfer the 
investigation file to another magistrate. A change of magistrates during 
the course of an investigation was an unprecedented act, even relative to 
the norms that prevailed under the regimes of Nouri El-Said and Taoufik 
El-Souweidi. It was clear that transferring the file was the first step towards 
ending the investigation and covering the trail. 

The collaboration was also noticed when the Prime Minister agreed to 
regard the team of employees who filed the registration of Jews who gave 
up the Iraqi citizenship as senior employees of the Interior Ministry, 
appointed directly by the Minister himself, despite the fact that most of 
that team was composed of members of the Zionist movement. 

The collaboration continued further when Nouri El-Said as a Prime 
Minister invited to his office the representatives of the Near East Air 
Transport Company in order to discuss with them the terms of flying Jews 
out of Iraq in order to speed their departure. When it was suggested to 
Nouri El-Said that Jews could be trucked to Jerusalem through the 
J ordanian desert, he accepted the idea and passed it on to King Abdullah 
of Jordan when the latter visited Baghdad. [See Me-'ever la midbar (Road in 
the Desert) by Yosef Me'ir. Tel Aviv: Ma'arakhot, 1973 and Ruah Kadim, 

(Operation Babylon), by Shlomo Hillel, op. cit. ) . 

But one must not overlook another sphere of cooperation. It occurred 
when the Zionist movement requested that the planes of the Near East Air 
Transport Company (NEAT) could fly directly from Baghdad to Lod, without 
a stopover in Nicosia, Cyprus, as was previously the case. This is a very 
important point, which needed to be adequately clarified. When the Iraqi 
government allowed NEAT to fly J ews out of Baghdad, it was abiding by the 
rule that its planes should first fly to a country that had diplomatic ties to 
Iraq, and would under no circumstance fly directly to Lod. But in late 1950, 
members of the Zionist movement asked the Prime Minister and the 
Interior Minister to amend this rule. After all, every one in the world knew 
where the Jews were headed. Therefore, they should be allowed to fly from 
Baghdad to Lod. The Iraqi Prime Minister agreed to the request. An Iraqi 
police officer would escort the passengers on the plane and would receive a 
regal reception at Lod airport. 

A question then arises: If it was so good, why did it become bad? If 
there was cooperation, what ultimately led to the trials and executions? 

The Iraqi government indeed collaborated with the Zionist movement 
and tolerated its activities, but only to a certain point. 

All Iraqi governments firmly prohibited any political group from 
organizing for the purpose of subversive activities. Members of such 
organizations were persecuted until the groups vanished. This is particularly 
true of armed political subversive organizations. 

Since the Zionists had a large store of illegal weapons, any weakness 
from the government would have been interpreted as "loosening the 
noose" and a multitude of armed underground movements would emerge 
and try to overthrow the government. One exception was during the regime 
of President Ahmed Hassan El-Baker, when his government allowed the 
youth organization "Revolutionary Guard" of the "Baath Party" to carry 
arms. But they were under strict supervision by army officers and by the 
government. 

Therefore, given the amount of weapons, the fact that a connection 
was made between the leaflets and the Zionist movement, the police and 
the Special Department (CID) were ordered to investigate in full to find 
those who were responsible. The same typewriter was used to type the 
Zionist leaflets and the anti-American leaflet that was distributed 
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immediately after the explosion at the American Cultural Center of 

Baghdad. 

One must remember that the links between the Zionist movement and 
General Nouri El-Said were already established by then. Already in 1941, 

when Nouri El-Said and the Regent Abd El- 1 lah fled from Iraq to Palestine, 

the Jewish Agency took great pains to accommodate them and put them 
up at the King David Hotel in Jerusalem. Also, Nouri El-Said's son (El-Sabah 
El-Said) and his Jewish wife (Najjia Fasha) were lodged in a mansion in the 
city of Ramleh. At Nouri El-Said's request, the Political Department of the 
Jewish Agency installed a radio station on Mount Carmel so he could 
broadcast his messages to the Iraqi people with the help of an Arab 

announcer. (This radio station was also active against the Vichy regime in 
Syria and Lebanon.) 

The Iraqi army was fastidious about guarding weapons and 
ammunitions because it feared they could be used against the regime. 
Prior to 1950-51, there was no precedence in Iraq for using sabotage to 

achieve political goals. 

Furthermore, when the need arose, it was possible to call a magistrate 
at any time of day or night, especially to collect the testimony of someone 
who was near death. 

By the same token, the shrapnel found after each explosion were 
identical to those found in the stockpiles of the Zionist movement. 

Also, the police found, near Yosef Basri, a leather bag that belonged 
to him and that contained traces of the same explosive that was used to 
blow up the American Cultural Center of Baghdad. 

The only non-governmental organization that was interested in the 
Jews leaving Iraq at any price and that had explosives and grenades as 
well as members trained to use them was the Zionist movement. As 
already mentioned, the anti-American leaflets found near the American 
Cultural Center, after the explosion, were typed with the same typewriter 
that was used to type the leaflets that were distributed immediately after 
the bombing of the Cafe Dar El-Beyda. 

In the following chapters, we will point to the contradictions in 
Ben-Porat's claims and we will provide evidence to confirm that he was at 
large when the attacks took place. The attacks ceased only after Ben-Porat 
and his associates had left Iraq. 

Mordechal Ben-Porat 

In September 1949, I escaped from the prison of Abu-Ghreib military 
base in Iraq. I managed to cross the border to Iran, and after a few days' 
rest, I began to spirit Iraqi Jews across the border into Iran. The fugitives 
were invited to stay temporarily in our large home, which was located 
across the road from the Iranian border police in the city of Khurromshahr. 
From there, we would escort them to an immigrant's camp in Tehran where 
they would undergo some tests and background checks before they were 
flown to I srael. 

One day in September, while I was in Tehran, I went to visit a friend, 
Khaddouri Ozeir, whose family had lived in Khurromshahr and in Basra 
before moving to Tehran. The oldest Ozeir son used to run the famous 
Diana Theater, and had invited me to their home for tea. They had 
another guest that day, an Israeli shaliah (emissary) whose name was 
Murad Kissas. 

My friend asked me, "Would you like to meet him?" Before I had a 
chance to reply, I noticed a tall, bespectacled man lying on a couch on the 
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opposite side of the room. He got up from the couch, extended his hand 
and said, "Very pleased to meet you, my name is Ben-Porat." 

I had never met him before, either as Ben-Porat or as Murad Kissas, 
his name at birth. I knew other shaliahs, such as Cohen from the kibbutz of 
Gesher Aziv, who was the coordinator of immigration in Tehran, and who 
also covered Iraq. I knew Dov Adiv, who was also working for Air France. I 
knew Shlomo H il lei, who had visited us in 1946. I knew Yerashmiel Asa 
from kibbutz Houlata. I had worked with his wife Miriam, and we organized 

the festivities at Israel's independence celebration at the Tehran 

immigration camp. I knew Yo'av Goral and Akiva. But I did not know 

Mordechai Ben-Porat. We had nothing to talk about. He went back to his 
nap as I continued to drink tea. Later I left the Ozeirs' house and went to 
visit Mouallem Zion without another word exchanged with Ben-Porat. 

I learned that Ben-Porat had been sent by the Ha'aliyah Institute of 
Immigration in order to run the business in Baghdad, where hundreds of 
members of the Zionist movement had been arrested. I also learned that 
Ben-Porat was briefed in full about the possibility of I sraeli- 1 raqi 

cooperation in the immigration of Iraqi Jews, as well as the possibility of 
enacting a law to revoke the citizenship of Iraqi Jews, He also knew the 
conditions for enacting such a law. 

As soon as Ben-Porat arrived in Baghdad, the conflicts among various 
Zionist groups began, and it turned out that Ben-Porat was always a factor 
in the discord (see Me'ir Yosef's A Road in the Desert, op. cit. ) . 

Mordechai Ben-Porat (formerly known as Mufrad Kissas) was born in 
Baghdad in 1923. He immigrated to Israel in 1945. He had returned to 
Baghdad from Tehran, having been sent to manage the flight of Jews via 
I ran. 

Another emissary was Yosef Basri, a lawyer who was also born in 
Baghdad in 1923. He was first active in the Socialist People's Party and 
later got involved in the Zionist movement, joining the ranks of Ha'shura. 
When the arrests began, the Movement decided to spirit him to Israel via 
Iran, but those in Tehran decided otherwise and sent him back to Baghdad 
as a security agent. 

The First Partner: The I raqi Government 

In October 1949, even though the new Iraqi government abolished 
martial law in the country and promised concessions and civic liberties, the 
prisons of the country, and especially Baghdad, were packed with men and 
women, mostly Jewish. Many of them had been arrested for subversive 
political activities when they demonstrated against the treaties with Great 
Britain. Others were arrested when they tried to leave the country illegally. 

The government wanted to get rid of the communist Jews at any price, 
but was unable to deport them merely for their political opinions. Thus, it 
tightened the screws on all Iraqi Jews, hoping not only ordinary Jews would 
leave the country, but communist J ews as well. However, the British wanted 
to bring about a government that would immediately sign a new Iraqi- 
British treaty, replacing the defunct Portsmouth Treaty. 

A New Government 

In early 1950, Nouri El-Said managed to bring about the downfall of 
the government of Ali J oudat El-Ayoubi. The forming of a new government 
of Taoufik El-Souweidi was designed to speed up the signing of a new 
treaty with the British. 
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This convinced El-Souweidi, who also knew the intention of his master, 
Nouri El-Said. In addition, he had also been promised a handsome sum of 
money if the law to revoke the Jews' citizenship were to be enacted. Since 
it was also necessary to convince the minister of interior, Salih Jaaber, two 
Zionist agents who used to hold high ranks in the Iraqi administration 

(Moshe Shohat and Sassoon Abid) were sent to pay him a visit. 

A few days later, representatives of the two parties began to formulate 
a rough draft of the bill. It followed very closely the model suggested by 

Israel through its agents in Baghdad. There was permanent radio contact 

between Israel and its agents in Baghdad in addition to telephone 
communication between Baghdad and Tehran. 

On March 3, 1950, the minister of interior, Salih Jaaber, and Mr. 

El-Arpali submitted the bill to the Iraqi Parliament and they began the 
debate. 

A Jewish senator, Ezra Menachem, said: 

Jews have lived in Iraq for over 2,500 years. Our forefather 
Abraham was born on this land ... (he further reviewed the history 
of the Jews in Iraq) ... and it would therefore be difficult for the 
Jews to leave this country. However, since they are already doing 
so, it must be the result of pressure and oppression ... 

Another senator, Mouzahim El-Pachachi, said: 

You could at least make the departure of the Iraqi Jews 
conditional on the return of Palestinian refugees to their homeland. 
Those who want to see this law enacted are the mouthpieces of the 
chauvinistic El- 1 stiklal Party. 

Ezra Menachem again insisted that the rights of the Jews who wished 
to continue living in Iraq as well as the rights of the Jews who wanted to 
give up their Iraqi citizenship but were unable to leave the country, must 
be guaranteed. The bill was debated for four days, and was passed on 
March 9, 1950. It went into effect immediately. The Minister of the Interior 
presented it to the Parliament in these words: 

... J ews have started to flee Iraq recently, and are doing so in 
increasing numbers. At first, this was done on an individual basis, 
one person at a time. Now this phenomenon has taken proportions 
that cannot be overlooked. According to the information we 
received from the governors of the provinces in recent weeks, there 
are tens of hundreds of individuals attempting to flee. Gangs are 
formed in order to spirit them. You may have noticed the public 
auction centers that have been set up for people planning to settle 
their affairs before fleeing. These centers are operating in the 
open, and hundreds of people are frequenting them. We got in 
touch with some of the wise men in the community and asked 
them to assist the authorities in tending this provocative state of 
affairs, but they failed to stem the flight ... Therefore, the 

government saw fit to present this bill, since it is not in the interest 
of the state to force some of its citizens to stay in Iraq against 
their will. 

The government appointed a group of senior officials. All were Zionist 
Jews recommended by Yehezkel Shem-Tov. They were authorized by the 


99 


Naeim Gl LADI : Ben-Gurion's Scandals 


minister of interior to be government employees in charge of registering 
the Jews who wished to give up their citizenship. 

In effect, a partnership was established here: the government wanted 

to remove the Jewish communists (the agitators) and the Zionist 

movement wanted to remove all the Jews. But there was one difference: 

the Zionist movement wanted all the Jews to go to Israel and nowhere 

else. 

The Zionists came to an agreement with the government to issue a 
one-time exit visa (not a political refugee visa) that allowed the bearer to 
leave Iraq. This visa was based on instructions from Israel. 

Additional cooperation began immediately. Offices were set up in 
synagogues or in Jewish community schools. Government officials, Jewish 
community officials appointed by the government and activists in the 
Movement all worked together. Senior police officers were walking around 
inside the improvised offices, chatting with the members of the Movement 
as it is written in the Bible: "the wolf and the lamb shall live together." On 
Saturday April 8, representatives of the branches began to arrive, as well 
as representatives of the various branches (Ha'halutz, Ha'shura, Ha'aliyah 

and Ha'modiyein), with the Israeli agents. This group became known as 
the "United Institute." The debate was tumultuous and the subject was 
immigration to Israel and registration. 

Ben-Porat's Big Mouth 

The Mossad Report 

On August 14, 1949, the Immigration Institute of the Jewish Agency 

contacted the Israeli General Security Service (Mossad), and requested 
information about a man named Mordechai Ben-Porat (formerly known as 
Murad Kissas) who was a candidate for a secret mission in enemy territory 
(Iraq). 

The Mossad reported to the Immigration Institute that the man was 

loyal, but very ambitious, that he was lacking initiative and had a ... "big 

mouth." (See Yosef Me'ir, Road in the Desert, op. cit.) As soon as Ben-Porat 
arrived in Iraq, he began to act like a dictator. He disregarded all the 
necessary precautions a man responsible for the underground should have 
taken. A number, of times, he got in trouble with the police for being 
obstinate or failing to take precautions, despite the repeated warnings of 
his associates. 

In one instance, he caused the greatest amount of damage to the 
Zionist movement anyone has ever caused, as well as to the Jews, and to 
himself. All of this was due to his carelessness. In addition to his 
callousness, fights always erupted because of the manner in which he 
treated others, particularly the head of the community and the members of 
the committee. 
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SEVEN 


Israeli Bombs against Baghdad Jews 


The Jewish holiday of Passover is an ancient rite. Originally in the 
Middle East, it was the holiday of the shepherds. They would get together, 

slaughter a sheep and start a lively dance in front of the fire while the 
meat was grilling. For a whole week, they would sing and pray for a good 
and green year. 

The holiday comes at the beginning of spring. The Persians call it Naq 
Ruz (the new day), and the Egyptian Jews call it Sham El-Nissim (the 
breeze). All follow the same custom: the family members gather, eat well 
from the fruit of the land and from the slaughtered animals, dance, and at 
times, match single men and women. Most marriages were concluded 
during this holiday. 

As they had done for years, the Jews of Baghdad would travel on 
Passover. Some would go to El-jezeira, an island on the Tigris River near 
Baghdad. There, they would sit around a bonfire and eat grilled masgouf (a 
fish prepared by local farmers) and drink wine and spirits. Moslems and 

Christians would often come to celebrate this traditional holiday with their 
Jewish friends. Some would sail on the river, and others would gather in the 
numerous cafes on Abu Nuwwas Street or stroll along the riverbank. 

On the evening of April 8, 1950, a large group was sitting at the Cafe 
Dar El-Beyda, where young Jewish professionals as well as government 
employees and intellectuals would meet. Not too far from the Cafe Dar 
El-Beyda is the Cafe El-Hana, frequented by activists in the Zionist 

movement. At 9:15 PM there was the sound of an explosion at the Cafe 

Dar El-Beyda, and four customers fell to the ground, bleeding. Akram Ezra, 

Murad Khaddouri, Shaul Yosef and Elias Yosef were taken to a nearby 

hospital. One of them was described as being in critical condition. The 

police arrived right away and began to investigate. 

According to witnesses, a grenade had been thrown from a car carrying 
three young passengers. The police began to investigate and arrested four 
suspects at their homes. Among them were two Mouallem brothers. During 
the author's research, it appeared that these two young men were 
members of Ha'shura, the military branch of the Zionist movement in Iraq. 

At the scene of the explosion, the police investigation was conducted 
by Abd El-Jaaber Fahmi and lasted all night. The investigating judge, 

Salman El-Biyyat worked on the case zealously and found out that on that 
very night leaflets had been handed out, calling upon the Jews to leave 
I raq immediately. 
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What puzzled the judge was that not only the date of Saturday April 8, 
1950 was written on the leaflet, but that the hour (4 PM) was mentioned as 
well. This odd precision demonstrated that those who wrote the leaflet were 
expecting something to happen after 4 PM that day or later. The time 
seemed to have been included as an alibi. Between the content of the 
leaflet, calling upon the Jews to leave Iraq, and the event predicted by the 
leaflet, what could happen if not the explosion at the Cafe Dar El-Beyda? 

While making these points, Salman El-Biyyat examined older leaflets 
produced by the Zionist movement, among them a March 16, 1950 leaflet. 
The hour was not listed on any of them. Hence, he concluded that those 
who produced the leaflet of April 8th that contained the time of 4 PM knew 
what was going to happen. Therefore, there had to be a connection 
between those who wrote the leaflet, i.e., the Zionist movement, and those 
who tossed the bomb at the Cafe Dar El-Beyda. 

The I nvestigating judge is Replaced 

The leaders of the Zionist movement learned about the investigating 
judge Salman El- Biyyat's conclusions and took frantic action behind the 
scenes. 

Suddenly, El-Biyyat received notice from the Iraqi Minister of Interior 
that the case was transferred to Judge Kamal Shaheen, a judge in the 
northern district of Al-Ratsafa in Baghdad. The transfer of a case to 

another investigator was an unprecedented act, especially in the midst of 
an investigation. That same day, the two Mouallem Brothers were released 
on bail. Within hours, they and their bailers were spirited across the Iranian 
border. It was rumored that they were first taken to Basra and then 
smuggled into Iran before being sent to Israel. Mordechai Ben-Porat 

informed his superiors in a telegram that it was the men of the El- 1 stiklal 
Party who committed the bombing. 

Meanwhile, Jews from all over Northern Iraq came in throngs to the 
synagogues of Baghdad to register to immigrate to Israel. 

In late April, two Zionist agents arrived in Baghdad: 

1. Shlomo Hillel, a veteran in the Zionist movement in Iraq, who 

until 1947 smuggled Jews from Iraq on a plane that landed at 
midnight at an airport near Baghdad. After the lights were turned 
off, some 65 young men and women jumped on the plane that was 
slowly moving on the runway. The airplane would take off for 
Palestine a few minutes later. Shlomo Hillel came to Baghdad with a 
false British passport. Under the assumed name of Richard 

Armstrong he was supposed to be the new assistant manager of 

the Near East Air Transport Company branch in Baghdad. 

2. Ronald Barnett, bearing a British passport, who was the newly 
appointed manager of the Near East Air Transport Company branch 
in Baghdad. 

The two stayed at a luxury hotel in downtown Baghdad. The following 
day, they met with a representative of the Rauf Air Company who arranged 
for them to meet with Prime Minister Taoufik El-Souweidi. They went to 
El-Souweidi's house in the Karimat district of Baghdad where they met with 
representatives of the Ministry of the Interior and the Office of the Prime 
Minister. 

They discussed at length how to transfer the departing Jews, who, 
according to the Prime Minister's estimate, were not more than 40,000. It 
seems at that same meeting, there was also an agreement on the 
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amounts of money that the Prime Minister and the Minister of the Interior 
would receive as payoffs. 

A few days later, Hillel suddenly left Iraq. A disgruntled representative 

of a British airline who had previously been granted the privilege to 
transport the Jews and then lost it to the Near East Air Transport Company, 
asked the British intelligence service to investigate Armstrong. He was told 
that no one by that name worked in the British aviation. The representative 
passed on this information to the Iraqi secret service, which went after him. 
But Hillel had already left for Nicosia several hours before they reached his 
hotel. 

Soon the rate of Jewish exodus from Iraq dropped again. The 

excitement following the first bomb quickly died down and once more 
indifference prevailed. Also, many Jews who had come to Baghdad and 

given up their Iraqi citizenship did not go to Israel after all. 

Then, in late May 1950, a conflict developed between Yehezkel 
Shem-Tov, the head of the community, and the Community Committee. 

The latter had realized that Shem-Tov was aligned in many ways with the 
Zionist movement. A crisis then developed between the leaders of the 
movement and the Community Committee. 

In addition, there were conflicts between the leaders of the Zionist 
movement itself. Many considered Mordechai Ben-Porat to be a dictator 
who ignored the rules and institutions. In late May, an order came from 
Israel: the exodus had to slow down, due to absorption problems inside 
Israel. In Iraq, this enraged those who were in charge of immigration in 
Iraq, including Ben-Porat. They argued that time was against them, since 
in early March 1951 the law that permitted the Jews to leave Iraq was due 
to expire. They started to put pressure on the Immigration Institute in 
Israel in order to increase the quota of Iraqi immigrants. 

The Second Bomb 

The El-Batawin was the most luxurious neighborhood of Baghdad, 
before Baghdad El-jadida was built. In this area lived the affluent Jews of 
the upper and middle classes. Most had villas surrounded with plants and 
greenery. I n these large quarters were several cafes where Jews socialized 
or spent their free time. On J une 3, 1950, a hand grenade was hurled from 
the window of a passing car. No one was hurt, but immediately after the 
explosion, telegrams were sent to Israel, requesting that the quota for 
Iraqi immigrants be raised at once. 

Among those who sent the telegrams was Ronald Barnett, the 
manager of the Baghdad branch of the Near East Air Transport Company, 
and Mordechai Ben-Porat. Ben-Porat's message said: "We are astounded 

and we are in shock!" These telegrams were in response to a telegram that 
came from Israel on June 10, 1950, demanding that the pace of 

immigration be slowed due to problems in Israel. Ben-Porat was anxious to 
accelerate the exodus of the Jews, but the numbers of those signing up 
had considerably declined by August, and the exodus had also slowed 
down. 

In his message, Barnett asked Israel to double the quota to at least 

400 to 500 persons per day. In fact, by August 25th, 500 individuals who 

had already given up their citizenship were idling in the Meir Tuweik 

Synagogue of Baghdad. In a show of support, the Interior Minister, Salih 
Jaaber, announced he was going to ask the Jordanians to allow the Iraqi 
Jews to be trucked through Jordan on their way to Israel. 

In October 1950, Nouri El-Said invited Ronald Barnett, and as two good 
friends, they discussed the progress of the Jewish exodus. That same 
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month, King Abullah of Jordan visited Baghdad. Nouri El-Said brought up 
the request of allowing the Jews to transit through Jordan, on their way to 
Israel. King Abdullah, worried about the reactions this would cause in the 
Arab World, turned down the request. 

The Third Bomb 

Immigration continued at a slow pace, and in the meantime the Israeli 
agents in Baghdad continued to hassle the leaders in Israel. Agents 
pressed the Israeli government to increase the quota, fearing the law 

would expire before the job was completed. In counterpart, the Israelis 

pressed the Baghdad agents to see to it that young men were selected in 
priority. But young Jewish men, like all other young Iraqi men, were 

obligated to serve in the Iraqi army for a two-year compulsory service. 
They could obtain a dispensation by paying 50 Dinars (50 Pounds Sterling, 
then equivalent to $200), and serve only for three months. High school 
graduates were exempted from the two-year draft, but had to serve for six 
months in the military academy for officers. 

However, this hurdle was promptly resolved. The committee of Jews 
appointed by the Iraqi government and which was under the orders of the 
Zionist leaders in Israel, contacted the draft commander of the Iraqi army 
and discussed with him the possibility of exempting young Jews from the 
draft. Before the meeting they had been briefed about the commander's 
private life, and among other things, were told that the officer had a 
mistress. They took advantage of this point and promised him a villa for 

the woman. 

The next day it was decreed that the draft terms would not apply any 
more to those who had already given up their Iraqi citizenship (there were 
4,000 such young men), and as for the others, nothing had changed. They 
were still obligated to serve two years in the Iraqi army or pay the 50 
Dinars if they wanted to be exempted from serving. 

These activities were conducted openly, and the agents were careless 
about taking even minimal precautions, as though they were in a friendly 
country. 

The year 1950 was over, and only two months were left before the law 
was to due to expire. The activists worked relentlessly to convince those 
who were hesitating about giving up their citizenship to do so, but by the 
end of 1950 less than 60,000 people had registered, and out of these the 
number of immigrants did not exceed 32,000, including those who 
immigrated via Iran. [See Hayyim Cohen's book, Pe'ilut Ha'Tsiyonit be-lrak 
(The Zionist Activities in I raq), J erusalem: Ha'Sifriyah Ha'Tsiyonit, 1969.] 

The situation did not change in J anuary 1951. The agents, helpless in 
the face of Jewish apathy, kept sending telegrams, putting pressure and 
warning that the situation was terrible and prone to disaster. But word from 
Israel was that it would not increase the immigration quota from Iraq, 
despite the pressure from those in charge of immigration in other areas. 
The agents also insisted that Israel operate an airline other than the Near 
East Air Transport Company. Yet Israel did not change its preference for 
that airline whose planes could carry 106 passengers per day, or under 
better conditions, double the number of its flights. 

The Iraqi government agreed not to force the planes bound for Lod to 
first stop in Cyprus, but allowed them to go directly to Israel. The Zionist 
agents in Iraq were anxious to complete the job before the end of 
February 1951. So, what was there left for them to do when Israel was not 
responsive to their pleas? 
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At 7 PM on January 14, 1951, the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue was 
jammed. There were also many people standing in the front yard when a 
grenade was thrown at them. The grenade first struck a high-voltage cable 
and broke it. The failing cable struck a Jewish teenager, Yitzhak Elmacher, 
who died instantly from electrocution. The explosion killed two other people 
and injured 31, one of whom critically. The wounded were taken to 
hospitals for treatment. Later, it was learned that the number of injured 
was actually higher. 

After the grenade was thrown, the pace of registration increased 
dramatically, as Yosef Me'ir, a prominent Zionist leader in Baghdad wrote 
on page 205 in his book Me-'ever la midbar (Road in the Desert, Tel Aviv: 
Ma'arakhot, 1973). The Near East Air Transport Company accelerated its 
efforts and managed to fly 600 to 700 individuals every day. 

For most Iraqi Jews, the explanation that prevailed was that the 
grenade was thrown at the synagogue in order to stimulate the pace of 
immigration. Thirty thousand individuals who had already given up their 
citizenship had yet to leave Iraq. The law was due to expire on March 8, 
1951 and precious little time was left, as it was feared that there would not 
be an extension in the deadline. 

Many Iraqi Ministers publicly raised the question of why the Jews could 
not go on living in Iraq, as they had so far. They began to pressure the 
government to stop its policy of harassing the Jews. The communist and 
socialist parties (Socialist People's Party) produced leaflets arguing that the 
government was acting in cahoots with Israel by making life miserable for 
the Jews in Iraq (massive dismissals from government offices and 
economic hardship), forcing them to have no choice but to leave Iraq. In 
fact, a reasonable explanation for the bomb thrown at the Masouda 

Shem-Tov Synagogue was to shatter the hopes of those Jews who did not 
wish to leave. The bomb effectively put an end to their dreams, and only a 
few were left of the 30,000. individuals who had given up their citizenship. 
A year and a half later, only 5,000 Jews had remained in Iraq. 

A Storm among Jews 

As soon as the news spread about the attack on the Masouda 

Shem-Tov Synagogue, the police embarked on an unprecedented effort to 
find the culprits, especially since it turned out that the number of casualties 
was higher than previously thought. Three people had already died. The 
police called military experts to examine the shrapnel. Its experts 
determined that the Miels Company in England had manufactured them 

(Liwa Al-lstiklal, January 15, 1951). The grenade that was thrown was 
identical to those the police later found in the storehouses of the Zionist 
movement. But after the explosion, the trail in the police investigation 
went cold. 

There were calls for the government to resign because of its 
incompetence. Among them, the Iraqi Jews began to whisper about the 
role played by the Zionist movement immediately after the attack and 
pointing to Mordechai Ben-Porat as being responsible for the bombing. 

Let's Get Some Fresh Air 

In April 1951, Israeli agent Yehuda Taggar arrived in Baghdad. The 

former military governor of Acco was sent to run the Ha'modiyein branch of 
the Zionist movement. Taggar's European face and ginger hair were 
unusual in Iraq. Fie also came under a very dubious cover. He was carrying 
Iranian identification papers, even though he could not speak a single 
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word of Farsi. His assumed names were "Ismael Ben-Mehdi" and "Sugra 
Salhoon." "Mehdi" could have somehow passed, but "Salhoon" was a poor 
choice for a last name. 

The name Mehdi and the Iranian identification card indicated that the 
bearer was Shiite. Most Shiites are observant, and some are fanatically so. 
Nonetheless, Ben-Porat put his friend up in an Armenian hotel in the 
Boustan El-Khas area. That place served pork, which would have revolted 
any Shiite. Moreover, had Ben-Porat demanded that his associate stay 
indoors and work behind closed doors, this might have been sufficient. But 
Ben-Porat was totally careless about precautionary measures from the day 
he arrived in Baghdad, and his actions with Taggar were no different. He 
also dismissed the fact that thousands of Palestinian refugees had come 
to live in Baghdad, and some of them might have easily recognized the 
former military governor of Acco. 

On May 22, 1951, Ben-Porat invited Taggar to go out and get some 
fresh air. Ben-Porat drove him in his black Vauxhall taxicab to a large 
department store, Orosdi-Back, where many clerks of Palestinian origin 
worked. One of these clerks recognized Yehouda Taggar and called the 
police who came and arrested Taggar and Ben-Porat. They found in 
Taggar's possession a notebook with the telephone numbers of all the 
activists and intelligence officers of the Zionist movement in Iraq. 

The police captured all of them, including Robert Henry Rodney who 
promptly began to sing. He fingered Yehuda Taggar as an Israeli Defense 
Forces Officer and an agent of Israeli intelligence in Iraq. Since Taggar 
turned out to be completely unable to speak or even understand Farsi, he 
failed to sell the story that he was an Iranian citizen. Taggar broke down 
and was immediately sent to jail. Ben-Porat claimed he was just a taxi 
driver, and that he was "driving this tourist about whom he knew nothing." 
Four days later, he was released on a 500 Dinars bail, paid in cash by the 
Zionist movement. However, he was required to show up for another trial. 
He had beaten a drunken motorcyclist who had hit his taxi. 

At that moment, a military officer intervened and took Ben-Porat to a 
police station, where a criminal file was opened against him. His associates 
in the Movement advised him to leave Iraq immediately, but he insisted 
on showing up at the trial. 

At the tribunal, Ben-Porat was arrested again. His associates contacted 
Jamal Baban, an attorney of Kurdish origin and former Minister of the 
Interior, who convinced the judge to release him, claiming the police did 
not honor the orders of the court. The judge who was unaware that Ben- 
Porat (known to the authorities as "Nissim Moshe") had been arrested on 
other charges, telephoned the police and ordered his immediate release. 
Before his release, he was taken for fingerprinting to a different police 
station. On the way he escaped from his police escort near El- Shorja 
marketplace, a place that was crowded at all times of day. He then sought 
shelter in the house of some friends and awaited instructions from Israel. 

More Bombs 

As a matter of fact, several other bombs exploded. On March 19, 
1951, a bomb exploded at the American Cultural Center in Baghdad, and 
wounded several people. A similar event occurred in Egypt. Another bomb 
exploded on May 5, 1951, near the offices of the Lawee Company. The 
damage was not severe. An explosive charge blew up a month later, on 
J une Sth between the offices of The Baghdad Times newspaper and the Mayo 
department store, causing minor damage. Another charge blew up on June 
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9th near the Al-Rafidayn and the agency of Stanley Shashua, a Jewish 
automobile importer. This was the last explosion of the series. 

I s there any wonder if Ben-Porat left Iraq on June 16, 1951 ? Shalom 
Salih Shalom, who was in charge of the weapons storehouses was arrested 
on June 10th, while he was at the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue. The 
police arrested many more people and put them on trial. Yosef Basri and 
Shalom Salih Shalom were sentenced to death. Robert Henry Rodney and 
Yehuda Taggar were sentenced to five years and life sentences 
respectively. 

Iraqi President Abd El-Karim Kassem released Taggar in 1959, after 
Israel threatened Kassem that it would reveal information about Kassem's 
ties with Israel in the years 1950-52. In those days, Kassem had been the 
head of an anti-British resistance group in Iraq and had sent a delegation 
to meet with Israelis. It included Fatma El-Dagistani (a popular leftist), 
Shakir Samara (a Palestinian from Dunaba, a village near Tulkarem) and 
Zion Ben-Ephraim (an Iraqi Jewish merchant). 

Kassem believed at that time that Israel, having recently freed itself 
from British rule, would be willing to assist an Arab liberation movement to 
free itself from the British yoke. Hence, the delegation was sent to Turkey 
to meet Israeli representatives. The Iraqis asked the Israelis to assist the 
Iraqi resistance and allow it to set up a secret radio station and training 
camp for guerilla warfare. Israel turned down their request and threatened 
to denounce them to the British intelligence. The delegates became scared 
and left Turkey. They later contacted the Egyptians after the revolution of 
July 23, 1952. 

Kassem was worried that his secret dealings with the Israelis would be 
revealed, so he sent one of his aides to fetch Yehuda Taggar and take 
him to the airport. He was flown to Europe and later returned to Israel. 

Weapons Storehouses in Synagogues 

Following the lists of names that were found in Yehuda Taggar's 
pockets, many Zionist activists were arrested. During his interrogation, 
possibly under duress or torture, Shalom Salih Shalom began to cooperate 
with his interrogators. 

He told them about twelve storehouses of weapons and ammunition 
(there were originally thirty-one of these storehouses), in which were found 
hundreds of hand grenades, tens of guns and submachine guns, explosive 
charges, detonators, chemicals for assembling Molotov cocktails, incendiary 
grenades and gas grenades. The investigators compared the detonators 
and shrapnel found after the explosions with those found in the 
storehouses. They turned out to be identical. 

Attorney Yosef Bash was arrested in the house of Sassoon Sadik, while 
the police were hunting a Zionist activist, Yosef Khabaza. The police 
officers found Bash hiding in a closet. Next to him was a red leather bag 
that was taken to the police laboratory for examination. It was found to 
contain traces of explosives. The Interior Minister, who was in charge of the 
Police, invited representatives of foreign countries and presented them with 
the signed confessions of the suspects. The police also showed them the 
weapons and other items that were involved in the attacks, such as bombs 
and explosive charges (see Ropes of Sand: America's Failure in the Middle 
East, by Wilbur Crane Eveland. New York: W.W. Norton, 1980). 

The Iraqi people were stunned by all these revelations. No one could 
understand why the Jews had to stockpile such a large amount of illegal 
weapons, since Iraqi Jews, like all other citizens, were allowed to carry 
licensed weapons. 
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The yellow press assailed the Jews and took the opportunity to get 
even with the democratic forces, which were calling for brotherhood and 
equality. Some newspapers even received large payoffs from the Zionist 
movement in order to publish anti-Jewish propaganda, and to demand that 
the J ews be expelled from Iraq. 

The atmosphere that ensued was nauseating, and many Jews who had 
intended to stay in Iraq changed their minds. Given the dismal situation, 
they applied to have their citizenship revoked. Not all considered going to 
Israel, but since they had no citizenship at all, they could not go anywhere 
except I srael. 

Testimony of Shalom Salih Shalom 
June 10, 19S I 

Question: Where were you born and raised, and what did you do since 
your childhood? 

Answer: I was born in 1929 in Baghdad. My father's name is Salih 
Shalom. He is from Mosul in the North and he moved to Baghdad. My 
mother's name is Freha Bat-Shalom. She is from Baghdad. She died nearly 
18 years ago. My father gave up his citizenship and left for Palestine last 
year. 

I first went to the Jewish community school and then to the Menashe 
Salih School where I completed elementary school. Afterwards, I worked 
with my father in his clothing store. 

After a while, I left my father's store and worked as a shoemaker in 
the Derby store, and later in the Djila shoe store. About a year ago, I 
began to work in the Section of Denaturalization at the Meir Tuweik 
Synagogue. I was the supervisor of the storeroom for office necessities 
and kitchen supplies, such as sugar, tea, etc. 

I took advantage of this opportunity to give up my own citizenship 

(File #19198), but I stayed here and did not go to Palestine. The 

Community Committee would not allow me to leave until all the Jews who 
gave up their citizenship had left because they needed me to run the 
storeroom and the kitchen. 

As I said earlier, during my work at the community offices, I met Yosef 
Khabaza who often came to visit his brother Salim, who was the Secretary 
of the Executive Committee of the community. That is how we became 
friends. He would also come to the Meir Tuweik Synagogue to watch the 
activities. 

On the night of the 5th to the 6th of June, 1951, I left the Masouda 
Shem-Tov Synagogue. As every night, I went to a candy shop near the 
Cinema Ghazi for a glass of buttermilk. As I left the candy shop, I ran into 
Yosef Khabaza. He asked me to go with him and say goodbye to one of 
his friends who was about to leave Iraq. We then went to the Miami Taxi 
Company. 

We stayed there for awhile and then got into a green Hudson taxi 
driven by a Jewish chauffeur, Abraham. Yosef asked him to take us to 

El-Karda El-Sharguia neighborhood. As we reached the Abu Kalam 

neighborhood, Yosef asked the driver to park the car near a certain house. 
Yosef and I got out of the taxi and Yosef opened the door of the house 
with a key that he pulled out of his pocket. We entered. There was no one 
inside. Yosef went into one of the rooms and took out a red leather bag 
that closed with a zipper and a lock. We then left the house after Yosef 
locked the door, and got back into the car. Yosef then told the driver to go 
to another house near a gas station in the El-Alawiya neighborhood. 
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The house faced the main street, and when we reached it, Yosef got 
out of the car, entered the house alone and came out a few minutes later. 
He approached the car and told me to return to the house where he had 
taken the red leather bag. He wanted me to bring him a jar of Ditol that 
was in the bathroom medicine cabinet. He gave me the house key and I 
left in the same car. I retrieved the Ditol and returned. I then asked the 
driver to ring the bell. Yosef came down, took the jar and then went back 
inside the house. Nearby, a black car with private license plates was 
parked. Yosef came out, got in it and rode towards a side street. He 
parked it and came back towards us. He got into our taxi and asked the 
driver to drive slowly on the main street toward the Bab El-Shargui 
neighborhood. 

When we left the house, I noticed that Yosef was holding an object 
wrapped in a newspaper. As the car slowed down, Yosef opened the window 
and tossed a black object, a little bigger than a chicken egg that was 
wrapped in the newspaper. When we arrived near to the Miami Taxi 
Company, Yosef and I got out of the car and started to walk. I asked 
Yosef: "What about the friend you wanted to see?" He answered: "I don't 
want to see him anymore. Besides, I don't think he is at home." We 
continued to walk on the street in the direction of Bab El-Shargui. 

As we were walking, Yosef began to tell me about the attacks that had 
occurred previously in Baghdad. He made clear to me that he was the one 
who had tossed the grenade on the Cafe Dar El-Beyda, on the evening of 
April 8, 1950. 

He told me he had tossed the grenade while riding in a car. He said 

the grenade was meant to rush the Jews into giving up their citizenship and 

going to Palestine. He also said that up until then, only 160 people had 
given up their citizenship. 

After the grenade was tossed, the number of those who wished to 
immigrate rose sharply. Yosef made it clear to me that it was he who 
tossed the grenade at the front of the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue. 

He said he was hiding near a small intersection nearby, and after 
tossing the grenade he got into a car and rode in a narrow alley towards 
the main street. He said there were casualties, one of whom was a Jew 
from Suleimaniyah, and another was a young boy. 

He said the goal was the same as with the first grenade. As for the 

explosion at the American Cultural Center, on March 19, 1951 in the Bab 

El-Aga neighborhood, Yosef Khabaza said at approximately 10:30 AM, he 
rode there. He'parked his car at one end of El-Amine Street and continued 
on foot. He found no one at the entrance. He then tossed the grenade, 
went back to the car and rode on El-Amine Street towards Ghazi Street. 

He also told me about the bomb that exploded near the Stanley 
Shashua Company. This bomb had a delay switch and was due to explode 
at 3 AM. He added that when he went to drop the bomb, he pretended to 
be inspecting the door locks at the company entrance, while the car was 
parked nearby. As we were walking and talking, I heard an explosion. I 
asked him what it was and he said it was not the cannon of Ramadan, but 
rather a bomb that he had placed next to the customs office, near the 
El-Rafidayn Bank. He also told me it was he who had planted the bomb 
when we drove through the Bab El-Shargui neighborhood. 

Yosef told me he was going to hide because the police were after him, 
and he had decided to flee to Palestine. That is when he told me: "Let's go 
visit the friend I told you about." 

I must add that when we were driving towards the Miami Taxi 
Company, Yosef used a public telephone on El-Samka Street to call Salim 
Mouallern who lives in the El-Batawin neighborhood. We then proceeded to 
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the Miami Taxi Company. There again he called Salim Mouallem on the 
company telephone. After talking to him, he told me: "Go to Salim 

Mouallem's house and bring him over. Yosef (Basri) will later join us in 
another car." I went to Salim Mouallem's house with the driver who followed 
Yosef Khabaza's instructions. Salim Mouallern came out and got in the car. 
We then went to the Adil School where Yosef Khabaza caught up with us, 
approached our car and asked Salim to join him in the other car. 

I was tired and wanted to go home, but Yosef told me to stay with 
them a little longer. Then Yosef dismissed Abraham, the driver who took 
me to Salim Mouallem's house. The three of us, Yosef Khabaza, Salim 
Mouallem and I got in the other car. Yosef and Salim were discussing 
something, but I was unable to hear what they were saying. 

We drove again towards Bab El-Chargui. I was tired and I kept 
drowsing. I only woke up when the car made sharp turns. At 3 AM, Yosef 
got out of the car near the end of El-Mashjar Street, which leads to the 
police academy. I continued to ride with Salim Mouallem. We drove him 
home, and then the driver took me to the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue 
to sleep. Before saying goodbye to Salim, Yosef told him he would call him 
the next morning to ask him whether "the last plane took off." If Salim 
answered the phone, it would mean he was still at large. Otherwise, the 
police would have arrested him. 

The next morning, Yosef Khabaza came to the Masouda Shem-Tov 
Synagogue carrying a suitcase. He signed up for a flight under the name 
"Naji Ephraim Yaakov." At 3 PM, he was weighed with his suitcase and told 
the passengers they would be driven to the airport at 3:30 PM. The last 
time I saw Yosef, he was getting into one of the cars that took passengers 
to the airport. That was on J une 6, 1951. 

The testimony was read to Shalom Salih Shalom who signed it, under 
the direction of the J udge of the El- Ratsafa District, on June 16, 1951. The 
Judge added a comment: 

In his testimony, the accused Shalom Salih Shalom admitted that the 
accused Yosef Murad Khabaza confessed to him that he had tossed the 
bombs that exploded at various locations in Baghdad. He made 
abundantly clear that the man had told him what the motives of his actions 
were. I then saw fit to find out how Yosef Khabaza came to confess to him, 
what was the extent of their cooperation and where the explosives used by 
Yosef Khabaza came from. I added this to the transcript: 

Addendum to the Testimony of the Accused Shalom Salih Shalom 

Question: You testified that Yosef Khabaza confessed to you that it 
was he who tossed the bombs that exploded in the places you mentioned 
in your testimony. Did the man tell you where he obtained the bombs? Did 
he tell you whether he has any hidden somewhere? Did he tell you where 
he hid them? 

Answer. Yosef Khabaza confessed to me that a man named Naiem, 
whose family name he did not mention, had purchased a large quantity of 
bombs and other weapons, such as guns, automatic weapons and 
explosives from a British officer who ranks above major. Then Naiern fled 
to Palestine because of his connection to the officer in question. No more 
weapons were purchased since. 

Yosef Khabaza told me these weapons were purchased to protect 
Baghdad's Jews, and they were spread in a number of houses in the city, 
and that a number of people had learned to use them. Most of them have 
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left Iraq, whether by giving up their citizenship, or by fleeing. He then 
decided to gather these weapons and hide them. He asked me to help him 
hide them and promised me money. 

Yosef Khabaza prepared some concrete, cast and barrels, and took 
them to the Ezra David Synagogue. He gave some money to the old 
attendant, whose name I do not know, and who has also left Iraq after 
renouncing his citizenship. Yosef Khabaza had asked him to leave the 
synagogue in the morning and not to return until the evening. All this 
happened fifteen days before this past Passover. 

He came in the morning, and asked me to dig two holes, one in a 
shed that was located in the synagogue yard and the other on the left 
hand side, next to the wall. I dug while Yosef went out to get the weapons 
and the bombs in suitcases. After he brought all the weapons he intended 
to hide, he helped me with the digging. When we were done, he installed a 
barrel in each hole and filled them with weapons, ammunition, guns and 
the grenades. Then he closed the barrels, covered them with earth and 
replaced the floor tiles. We completed the job at 3:30 PM. After that, I left 
the synagogue and went back to my regular job. 

A month after Passover, Yosef Khabaza asked me to go to the 
Hakham Haskel Synagogue, in the neighborhood of Tahat El-Takia. He 
told me he wanted to hide more bombs, guns and submachine guns in the 
synagogue. 

He told me to get in touch with Abraham, the synagogue's attendant. 
Yosef Khabaza gave him money every month. When I told the attendant 

my name, he opened the gate and let me in. Inside, I found four barrels, 

two of average size, and two large ones. Yosef Khabaza had already 
brought in a large quantity of weapons and ammunition and bombs. He 
later arrived with three movers, each carrying suitcases loaded with 
weapons. After the men left, we closed the doors of the synagogue and 
began to work, Yosef, Abraham and myself. Each time we finished digging 
a hole, Yosef would install a barrel in it and fill the barrel with weapons. 
Then he would seal it, cover it with earth and replace the floor tiles. The job 
was finished at 4 PM. 

While we were working at the Hakham Haskel Synagogue, Yosef 

Khabaza told me there were two caches of weapons he was considering 
relocating. One was a house in the Faraj Allah Abu Dow-Dow. He was 

thinking about removing the weapons from that house and hiding them 
somewhere else. The other cache was in the Masouda Shem-Tov 
Synagogue, but he was undecided about this one. About two months later, 

I went to Yosef Khabaza's house near the police academy. Yosef showed 
me three weapons stockpiles in his house, full with weapons, bombs and 
other explosives. 

I can take you to all the places I have mentioned. In addition to what 
I said about Yosef Khabaza and his activities, I can say that he was 
constantly in touch with Salim Mouallem and Yosef Basri. Yosef Khabaza 
told me he no longer wanted to relocate the weapons that were hidden in 
the house in the Abou Dow-Dow area, because he thought the location was 
safe after two years had passed. He said a woman still lived in that house. 
If I recall, he said she was the sister or the aunt of the midwife Masouda. 

Testimony of Robert Henry Rodney 

I was born to German parents who suffered greatly from the Nazi 
regime and left for Holland. I left with them, and I later joined the British 
army intelligence. I rose to the rank of major. I did most of my service in 
India. 
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I arrived in London with a British passport. In 1950 I went to Paris. 
There, I stopped at the Israeli embassy where I was issued an Israeli 
passport with which I came to Israel. 

I joined the Foreign Service Department of the Mossad, which was at 
the time headed by Asher Ben Nathan and his assistant Adin. They 
questioned me about my views and motives and then they offered me to 
get involved in a spying assignment in the Arab state of Iraq. 

I accepted and I was sent to Tehran, Iran's capital where there was a 
branch of the Jewish Agency. I stayed there for several months so as to 
absorb all the information they had gathered about Iraq that could be 
useful in my mission. 

The necessary "covers" were arranged for me in Tehran, and I left for 
Baghdad as the representative of two British Companies based in 
Manchester, England: 

1. Amson Mills Company, a textile exporter. 

2. El-Tam Company, a British radio sets exporter. 

I presented my British passport in Baghdad, and was received well. I 
began to mingle with Baghdad's high society. At first, I stayed at the Hotel 
Zia, and later I rented a nice house in the posh neighborhood of Kardat 
El-Basha. I made contact with well-known merchants and I gave parties 
and banquets to which I invited all of Baghdad's VIPs. Later on I worked on 
establishing friendly ties with the leaders of the tribes and the 

intelligentsia, so as to be surrounded with a circle of peace-loving people, 
with the purpose of getting them involved when the time comes. I consider 
myself a "Peace envoy" from Israel. 

My real name is Robert Henry Rodney, but people also know me by 
my nickname Rodney El- Hindi ("Rodney the Indian"). 

I nvestigator's Comments on the Accused Robert Henry Rodney 

The accused Robert Henry Rodney was arrested on May 24, 1951, 
after his name and address and telephone number were found in the 
papers of the accused Salhoon (Yehuda Taggar). 

Copies of telegrams he had sent overseas were found in the 

possession of the accused Rodney, as well as telegrams he received. One 

of these says: "Go to Tehran immediately, and wire your address." When 
we asked the accused about the telegram, he said: "This is warning that I 
must leave I raq. " 

The investigators also found. in the apartment of the accused a copy of 
a telegram he sent to Max Beinit, where he wrote: "From Rodney to Beinit: 

we are out of ropes, send another shipment." At first, the accused denied 

any knowledge of this telegram, but later recanted, said it meant they were 
out of money, and asked Beinit (his superior) to send them more money. 

When we placed the accused and Salhoon in the same room, Rodney 
pointed to Salhoon and said he was an Israeli officer whose name was 

Yehuda Taggar, and who came to Iraq on an intelligence mission. The 
accused Rodney also said that at first he financed Yehuda from his own 

budget, after they met at the Hotel Zia. But later on, he began to receive 
specific funding for Yehuda Taggar (a.k.a. Salhoon). Rodney would spend 
vast sums of money for parties and social gatherings where Iraqi public 

figures were invited. Rodney also paid for Yehuda Taggar's hotel room 
when Taggar was away from Baghdad. 
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Update on Robert Henry Rodney 

When Rodney arrived in Iraq with a British passport, the Iraqi secret 
services contacted the British authorities to verify the validity of his 
passport. The Foreign Office lied to the Iraqis and told them it was valid 
when in fact it was false. This was due to a secret agreement between 
I srael and England. 

Robert Henry Rodney, code-named "Yaniv," was released from jail 
after five years of hard labor. He then went to Europe before going to 
Israel. He contacted the Mossad, but the Mossad shunned him. This was 
the fourth blow for him. The first blow was his arrest in Iraq. The second 
blow was when his wife cheated on him and then divorced him to marry one 
of his friends. Third, during his absence, his son had died. That destroyed 
his morale. 

Rodney left Israel and met a wonderful woman. He began to rebuild 
himself economically and psychologically. When all seemed well, he was 
stricken with cancer. His wife stayed at his side throughout his illness until 
he died shortly after in Israel. 

Testimony of the Accused I smael Mehdi Salhoon 

My real name is Yehuda Ben-Meir Menashe El-Taggar. I was born in 
Jerusalem. I served in the British army during the British Mandate. After 
the British departed from Palestine, I was transferred to the Israeli army, 
and I later joined the Israeli intelligence. 

I went to Iran with an Israeli passport, but in Tehran, my supervisor 
Max Beinit gave me a passport identifying me as Ismael Ben-Mehdi and 
Sugra Salhoon. After a short period of activity in Iran, I traveled on ground 
transportation to Iraq. I arrived in Baghdad on February 11, 1951. I rented 
a room at the Hotel Zia where I met Robert Henry Rodney. Then I moved 
to a boarding house owned by Mrs. Kabon in Bustan El-Kan, an area in the 
neighborhood of El-Batawin. Before I came to Iraq, I was provided with the 
addresses of people who could help me with my assignments. 

When I arrived in Baghdad, I got in touch with Yosef Murad Khabaza 
and Zeyd (Fuad Zion) who had visited Israel in the past, and then returned 
to Iraq. These two men and others would provide me with reports on 

various subjects, and I would review them before passing them on to Max 
Beinit. Some were weekly reports, other were monthly reports, depending 
on their importance. Some seemed important enough to me and I would 

immediately send them to Teheran through the Iranian driver Farid who 
was traveling on the Tehran-Baghdad route. (Farid vanished as soon as 

the network was discovered.) Another way was to send the reports to P.O. 
Box 57802 in Tehran or to another address. 

Things went on like this until April 9, 1951, at which time I went to 
Rome to meet with Max Beinit. I discussed with him the expansion of the 
network in Baghdad. Among other things, I told Max that operations went 
rather smoothly in Baghdad, and that it was easy to recruit local 

operatives. At that time, I was passing on reports pertaining to the 
economic and military situation in Iraq. I returned to Baghdad in late April, 
and went back to Mrs. Kabon's boarding house. 

During my absence, Rodney paid my room. I had prepared a number 
of reports during this time and until I was arrested. But I had not had a 
chance to send them before you found them in my room. 
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The I nvestigator's Comments on the Accused Yehuda Taggar 

When the questioning of the accused began, he attempted to argue 
that his name was Ismael Ben-Mehdi and Sugra Salhoon and that he was a 
Moslem and an Iranian citizen. A small Koran was found in his pocket, but 
he spoke no Farsi. 

During the questioning of the accused Robert Henry Rodney, we 
learned that the man who posed as Ismael Salhoon was an Israeli officer 
who came to Iraq on a spying mission. Rodney told us other things as well 
about the accused. 

When his room was searched, maps of various areas of Iraq were 
found. Among them was a map of Baghdad and its vicinities. When the 
so-called Salhoon was arrested, a local citizen who goes by the name of 
Nissim Moshe was also arrested and released on bail. As the investigation 
proceeded, it was learned that Nissim Moshe used various names (Murad 
Kissas, Mordechai Ben-Porat), and that he had fled. 

Comments on the Accused Yehuda Taggar 

According to the materials in the trial dossier, Taggar at first denied 
who he was and persisted in his story for a few days. But when Robert 
Henry Rodney was brought to the same room, he pointed to Taggar and 
said: 

This man is an Israeli. He is an IDF officer. His real name is Yehuda 
Taggar and he came here on a spying mission. He speaks Arabic as well 
as English and Hebrew. 

Taggar had no choice but to confess. He revealed his real name and 
his position. He also said he had pursued studies on the Middle East and 
Arabic. 

During one of the court sessions, the presiding judge asked the 
accused men whether they had anything to say about the investigation. 
Yehuda Taggar said he wanted to speak. He was allowed to speak, and he 
said: 


"I am guilty!" 

For the first time, he began to speak Arabic, despite the fact that his 
testimony had been given in English, and that he had denied having any 
knowledge of the Arabic language when the investigation began. 

Yehuda Taggar Does Have a Father! 

In the early 1970s, I (the author) would frequently give talks about 
the social divide in the Israeli society, and explore ways to eliminate it. I 
spoke mostly in kibbutzim, where the freethinking youths are hungry to 
hear about current events. Talking about the social divide involved among 
other things some details about the life of Oriental Jews in the countries of 
their origin, and when I happened to describe the lives of Iraqi Jews, two 
questions would inevitably be asked of me: 

1. Why were the two young men Shalom Salih Shalom and Yosef 
Ibrahim Bash sentenced to death, since they were only small fry, 
whereas the big fish, Yehuda Taggar, a spy and a high officer in 
the Haganah was treated with leniency? 

2. Why was Taggar released by President Abd El-Karim Kassem? 
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These questions are relevant and have been asked by many 
members of the Iraqi community as well. But up to now, no answers have 
been given. Today, after 37 years of research, I have found the answers. 

Why was Taggar Given a Light Sentence? 

During the questioning of the suspect, Yehuda Taggar was placed face 
to face with the Palestinian store clerk who had previously known him as 
the military governor of Acco. He could no longer deny who he really was. 
Not to mention that his friend Robert Henry Rodney (Yaniv) also identified 
him as an Israeli Defense Forces officer who came to Iraq to spy. 

Iraqi public opinion became agitated when several days later large 
caches of weapons were discovered. The Iraqi public demanded that 
maximum sentences be meted out. The El- 1 stikla I Party, a nationalistic 
party with fascist tendencies, attempted to organize demonstrations with 
Palestinian refugees, but the police suppressed them highhandedly. 

The newspapers continuously published reports on the investigation, 
as well as excerpts from the confessions of Yosef Basri, Shalom Salih 
Shalom and others. The reports focused mainly on the two spies Yehuda 
Taggar and Robert Henry Rodney and their confessions were given 
widespread publicity. 

Yet, the Iraqi government which would have declared a state of 
emergency and set up martial courts in less serious cases, in this instance, 
did not take these steps. The civilian legal system was left to deal with it, 
under the current legislation. It was clear to most of the cabinet ministers 
that the two spies would be condemned to hang from the gallows, once 
their guilt was established. 

In those days, the Israeli government and the world Zionist movement 
applied strong pressure on Great Britain to intercede and ask the Iraqi 
government to be lenient with the suspects, Yehuda Taggar and Robert 
Henry Rodney. Several days after the Iraqis began to suspect Rodney's 
British passport, which was counterfeited by the Mossad, England 
announced that the passport bearing the name "Robert Henry Rodney" was 
genuine, and that the man was a British citizen. 

Not a single word was said about the other suspects, except for 
Yehuda Taggar and Robert Henry Rodney, though the names of all the 
suspects had been radioed to Israel. In addition, the Movement issued a 
warning that a number of suspects were facing the death sentence. 

In those days, David Ben-Gurion and Moshe Sharett were engaged in 
a major effort to get Israel to be included in the British Commonwealth. On 
February 19, 1951, when General Robertson, the commander of all British 
forces in the Middle East, visited Israel, Ben-Gurion begged him to 
intercede with the British government so it would accept Israel as a 
member of the British Commonwealth. So far as Britain was concerned, 
Israel was serving its interests in the Middle East. For this reason, Great 
Britain took action and confirmed the genuine nature and authenticity of 
Robert Henry Rodney's passport. It also took action to keep Yehuda 
Taggar from being given the capital punishment. 

Taggar knew ahead of time what sentence he was going to receive. 
The investigating judge personally invited him to his office and told him 
that due to the pressure from the Israeli government and other world 
Jewish institutions, he would not be in the first group to be sentenced (to 
death). It was so despite the fact that public opinion, as well as ranking 
Iraqi personalities demanded that he be hanged. The judge made it 
abundantly clear to him that he himself was nothing but a civil servant, and 
that he must follow the orders of his superiors. 
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Yehuda Taggar would not be hanged, but as for the sentence he would 
receive, the ball was in his court. The judge promised him that should he 
change his mind and tell who was the commander in charge of the 
espionage network in Iraq, he would be included in the group of convicts 
who would be sentenced to only five years in prison. Yehuda knew by then 
that Mordechai Ben-Porat had already fled from Iraq. For a moment he felt 
a certain temptation to put the whole truth before the judges and profit 
from the bargain. But had he done so, it might have worsened his situation 
and that of the others. During the entire questioning, he claimed he did 
not know who the commander was. If he had told his name, his 
interrogators would want him to disclose more things than he wished to tell. 
Fie thus continued to stand by his earlier claim, knowing that he was 
sealing his fate: life in jail and hard labor. 

There is not much to add to what has already been said. Israel began 
to act on behalf of the other prisoners only after they were sentenced to 
death or to life in prison, in late December 1951. Israel argued that the 
confessions had been obtained under duress and torture, and the entire 
trial had been staged. But none of the British statesmen were impressed 
by these arguments. The British Embassy in Baghdad replied that the trial 
was conducted with due process. Hence it can be concluded that Yehuda 
Taggar and Robert Henry Rodney received enormous backing from Israel 
and her allies. 

After the two were sentenced, they were transferred to a jail reserved 
for political prisoners where they enjoyed all the privileges such prisoners 
were entitled. Robert Henry Rodney got out of jail five years later and left 
for Europe before going to Israel. But the Mossad, which had employed 

him in the past, shunned him for ratting on Yehuda Taggar to the Iraqi 

police. Rodney also found that his family had broken down while he was 
away in I raq. 

Yehuda Taggar continued his life as a political prisoner. When the 
coup headed by Abd El- Karim Kassem succeeded in July 14, 1958, all 

political prisoners were released, except for him. It was then that Israel 

began to act. Warnings were sent to Abd El-Karim Kassern but he ignored 
them. Only then did Israel decide to use its secret weapon. 

The Release of Yehuda Taggar 

After the 1958 coup in Iraq, relations between Iraq and Egypt began to 
deteriorate because Abd El-Karim Kassem refused to join Egypt in an Arab 
Union with Syria. The Egyptian radio lambasted the new Iraqi leader, 

ridiculing his name and his career. That was the moment when the Mossad 
agents decided to make Kassem bend. In the years 1950-52, an Iraqi 

underground organization headed by Kassem tried to obtain Israel's help 
in setting up a training camp for guerilla warfare and a radio station over 

the hills of Jerusalem. Kassem wanted to broadcast to the Iraqi people 

messages against the despotic and treasonous rule of Nouri El-Said and 

his associates. 

During one of the meetings in Turkey, the three delegates in 
Kassem's group gave Israeli representatives the names of the leaders of 
the underground group. Among the Iraqi delegates was Shakir Samara, a 
Palestinian living in exile in Baghdad, and Fatma El-Dagistani, a popular 
figure in Iraqi democratic circles. In 1958, the entire list of names was sent 
to Kassern with the warning that if Yehuda Taggar were not released within 
a specified number of days, the list of names would be released to Radio 
Cairo. 
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Kassem looked at the material and remembered the delegation he 
sent to Israel. He had naively believed the Jewish State that had 
"liberated" itself two years earlier from Great Britain would assist other 
nations to regain their freedom. Unfortunately for Kassem, Ben-Gurion was 
not interested. In fact, Ben-Gurion was busy trying to tie Israel to the 
Western power bandwagon. The Americans had disappointed him, so he 
turned to the British, asking that Israel be included in the British 
Commonwealth. That is the reason why Ben-Gurion turned down Kassem's 
request. After two and a half years of prodding Israel, Kassem issued an 
order to sever all ties with the Israelis. After Kassem's successful coup, the 
Israeli weekly Ha'olam Haze reported this story in a series of extended 
reports ( August-September 1958). 

The recollections infused Kassem with some flexibility. He realized that 
Israel possessed a significant amount of material regarding these 
meetings and decided to release Yehuda Taggar immediately. He 
instructed his aide to fetch the Israeli spy from his jail. The aide left right 
away and introduced himself to the prison warden, requesting that the 
prisoner be released to his custody. The warden insisted in escorting the 
prisoner. But when they arrived at the gate of the presidential palace, the 
aide told the warden to wait outside. The warden complied, as the aide and 
Yehuda Taggar entered the palace. An hour later, the warden saw the 
presidential motorcade leave the palace. On board were the president's 
aide and ... the Israeli spy, Yehuda Taggar. Dumbfounded, the warden 
followed them in his car to Baghdad international airport. The next day, the 
Iraqi Defense Minister issued the following announcement that was 
published in the Iraqi newspapers: 

WARN I NG TO ALL ARAB STATES 

The Zionist prisoner, Yehuda Taggar, also known as Ismael 
Ben-Mehdi and Sugra Salhoon, has completed his prison term after 
being convicted of espionage and has been expelled from Iraq. All 
Arab States must be vigilant and must not to give him entry in their 
territories. His characteristics are ... 

This was followed by his hair color, eye color, height, weight, etc. 

These ads, along with the man's photograph, startled those who recalled 
that Taggar had been sentenced to life in prison. The Egyptian media 
made much out of this matter and increased their campaign against the 
Iraqi President. For days on end they ridiculed Abd El-Karim Kassem over 
this issue. 

When Yehuda Taggar was driven to the Presidential Palace, he was 

taken to Kassem's office. For about an hour, the President lectured him 

and told him among other things: "Iraq has no interest in wars. Iraq wants 
peace!" 

Years went by. The families of Yosef Basri and Shalom Salih Shalom 
suffered from hunger and deprivation. Many of them passed away. The 
I sraeli government ignored them completely, except for a few spokesmen 
of Iraqi origin who decided to build a memorial for the two men in the town 
of Or Yehuda, near Lod. A forest was also planted in their names. It was 
not until later that the government of Israel gave the two dead men the 
status of "State Victims." 

British archives were declassified in the early 1980s. According to 

excerpts that were published in the Israeli press and according to Yediot 
Aharonot's senior reporter Yehuda Atlas, it appears that Israel settled for 
saving the lives of Robert Henry Rodney and Yehuda Taggar. It is a fact 
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that for these two men Israel took action and began screaming as soon as 
the investigation began, but said nothing about the others until after they 
were convicted. Even then, the Israelis approached the British Foreign 
Office wearing silk gloves. A fair conclusion is that, in an effort to save the 
lives of Robert Henry Rodney and Yehuda Taggar, the Israeli government 
sacrificed the two men who were hanged, Yosef Basri and Shalom Salih 
Shalom. Blessed be their memory. 

The author used the following sources: 

• "The 20th Century," published by the Israeli Defense Ministry (p. 
144). 

• 'Ad 'amud Ha'teliyah: parashiyot gevurah shel Ha'mahteret Ha'Tsiyonit 
be-lrak ("To the hanging Post") by Yehuda Atlas. Yerushalayim: 
'ibed le-lvrit kalah Yi'gal Moldavski, 1972. 

• Issam Sartawi's article in Ha'olam Haze, November 23, 1983. 

• Arabic newspapers of January 17, 1960: Al-Zaman (Issue #6742, 
p.4) and Al-Bilad (Issue #5712, p.4). 

• Haaretz, January 3 and 4, 1983 (excerpts of declassified British 
archives) . 

Confession of Yosef Ibrahim Basri to the Police 
June 21, 1951 

Yosef Murad Khabaza was one of the organizers of the Zionist 
movement. His initial task was to teach the Hebrew language and instill 
Israeli education in the young generation. The activity of the Movement 
was not limited to language classes. It ranged from military to first aid 
assistance. Yosef Khabaza was in charge of running all the branches of the 

movement. All this took place in the years preceding the denaturalization 

law for the J ews. 

When the law was enacted, most of the members of the Movement 
started to give up their citizenship and go to Israel to the point that only a 
few were left. Yosef Khabaza stayed behind to run the affairs with some of 
his helpers, such as Ephraim or Yehezkel Sassoon (also known as 

"Yehezkel-the-Red") and two young women, Violet, a teacher who worked 

for the Alliance Israelite Internationale (codenamed "Carmelit"), and Susan. 

Eventually, Yosef Khabaza was left alone, after everyone else had 

given up their citizenship and left. He felt lonely and gave up his own 

citizenship under the name of someone who had already left the country 
illegally. Then he began to put together the networks after making contact 

with a man named "Habib." I believe this man, despite his Iraqi 

citizenship, had really come to Iraq from Israel to redirect the Movement 

into different activities. 

He came to gather information of a general nature about Iraq, which 
would include all the vital areas of the country, such as the defense, the 
army, the police, the agriculture, the economy. He was also interested in 
any additional information which Israel could benefit from, such as getting 
a picture of Iraq's capabilities in all respects. 

Habib counted on Yosef Khabaza in this matter. Kabaza began to 
make contact with Jewish government workers who could have given 
information related to their work. Among others, there was: 

1. Ezra Heni, an agronomist. He gave him reports about agriculture 
in Iraq on the day he left for Israel. 
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2. Shimon Balas, a controller with the Defense Ministry. He gave 
him information about the Iraqi army. 

3. Salim Sadik, the former treasurer of the police administration. 
He gave him information about his job. He later gave up his 
citizenship and left for Israel. 

4. Eliahu Bechor, controller with the Finance Ministry, who gave him 
information on the financial situation and on the budget of Iraq. 
He also gave up his citizenship and left for Israel. 

5. Daoud Pasha, an employee at the Basra Railroad Authority. He 
provided him with all the permits and custom regulations relative to 
import and export, and other information such as raw materials 
imports and the population use. 

6. A number of teachers employed by the Ministry of Education. He 
gave him the programs of study in the educational system. 

After these sources left Iraq for Israel, Yosef Khabaza began to look 
for more permanent sources. 

His first operation was through me. He contacted Naiem Moshe who 
introduced us to Mr. Latif, a health worker employed by a drug company. 
Latif promised to introduce him to a very valuable person. He gave him the 
description of that person, but did not give him his name. In any case, the 
introduction was postponed to a later date for reasons Latif did not specify. 
But before that man was contacted, Latif was arrested. I have no idea 
whether or not he gave Naiem Moshe's name to the police. 

All these operations were carried out by Yosef Khabaza, under Habib's 
instructions. Habib would give him money to cover for the expense of 

these operations. Yosef Khabaza packed a few items in a small suitcase 
and left Iraq. All contact was then lost between the sources operated by 
Yosef and Habib. 

Nonetheless, despite the fact that Yosef Khabaza had gone to Israel, 
it was not excluded that he might return to Tehran in the future and 
resume his operations in Iraq from a safe distance. 

In conclusion, I repeat this is all I know about Khabaza's activities, 

except that I forgot to mention he also used the following informants: 

• Salim Silkha, an engineer who gave Yosef maps and plans of 

various installations. Before he left Iraq, he gave up his 

citizenship. 

• Salim Scharkardi, a doctor with the hospital of the Rail Authority. 
He gave Khabaza information about the hospital, the number of 
beds, the number of doctors and the maximum capacity of the 
hospital. He also left after as he renounced his citizenship. 

• Edouard Hardon, a physician who left Iraq illegally as soon as he 
completed his reserve service in the Iraqi army. Yosef Khabaza 
once asked him in front of me about the drills and the food in the 
officers' class. The doctor told him that most of his Jewish 
colleagues at the academy were very happy about their service in 
the reserve because there was no religious discrimination. 

His colleagues and friends called Yosef Khabaza "Johnny," as if it was 
his real name. That is why some of his friends do not know him as Yosef 
Khabaza. He also had a code name "Oren" known only to members of the 
Movement. 

As for the mystery man Habib (Mordechai Ben-Porat), Yosef Khabaza 
spoke often about him and said he was "«the Man» as far as brains and 
education go." He said he dresses very well and he was closely in touch 
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with the person who gave instructions, and whom he would supply with the 
information that he collected. I have already mentioned that Habib was the 
man who financed Yosef Khabaza. 

Where did Habib get the money? I have no idea. Perhaps it came 

from abroad. Yosef would not share this information with me, nor would he 
tell me who Habib really was, despite the fact that he would often meet 
him. There were two other men with code-names Maskil and Danny. I do 
not know their real names. Yosef never told them to me. Yosef Khabaza 
told me a few days before his trip that he always worked alone. 

My familiarity with him did not grow beyond this point. I myself never 
approved of Yosef Khabaza's activities, and I advised him a number of 
times to abandon them. But he always refused, claiming it was too late 

and he was immersed in them up to his neck, to a point that these 

activities had become inseparable from his body. 

Khabaza did not give me anything and did not show me any written 
report, except for the Baghdad district map in English. He had several 

copies of that map, and he said he obtained them from one of his 

sources. But I never opened the map because my English is poor. I left it 

along with the other books on my desk where you found it. Yosef Khabaza 

was in contact with a man named Naji Bahnam who was a typist in the 

Interior Ministry before he gave up his citizenship. 

Now, this is what I know about the five bombings: 

1. As far as the first two bombings (the Cafe Alhambra and the 
Cafe Dar El-Beyda), I was a Law School student at that time, 
completing my senior year. I was devoted to my studies because 
the final exams were getting near, as they are given on May 15th 
every year. I did not know Yosef Khabaza at that time, and the only 
meetings I attended were with my classmates for the purpose of 
study and discussion. 

2. When the bombing at the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue 

occurred, I was at a party at the Cohens. Among the guests were 
Sassoon Cohen who was a clerk at the Abd El-Aziz Muzaffar 
Company, and two young women, Simkha and Bertine, who worked 
at the Prowler Insurance Company. I was in love with Bertine who 
wanted to marry me. But since she had given up her citizenship, I 
abandoned the idea. There were other friends of the family, such as 
Salman Azoulay and Albertin Julie. At that time, I did not have a 
car. When we heard the explosion, we promptly left in Salman's car, 
an Austin model. It was Salman's acquaintances who told us the 
explosion occurred at the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue. 

3. As far as the bombing at the American Cultural Center, I was 
sitting in my office when a man named Eliahu Menashe and another 
man named Kassem came in and told me about it. They also told 
me that a number of people who were inside the building had died, 
and that a suspect in the bombing had been arrested. 

4. As far as the bombing at the Beit Lawee Company, I was at 
home when it happened. The next morning, I went to the Tiger 
Palace Hotel for breakfast. One of the restaurant waiters told me 
there had been an explosion. I had left my car near the Beit Lawee 
Company. 

5. As far as the bombing near the Stanley Shashua Company and 
the El-Rafidayn Bank, I was staying at my friend Sassoon Sadik's 
house that night because we had played poker late. I did not get 
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out of their house the next day and I was told about the bombing 
from people who came to visit my hosts. 

In all that I told you, I made clear of my whereabouts, as well as 
those who will testify on my behalf about when the events took place. As 
for Yosef Khabaza, he was my friend when the latest events in question 
took place. I met him after the explosions, but he never told me about it. 

I have no idea who did it. I would repeatedly bring up the story of the 
explosion, but he insisted he would not tell me anything about this matter. 

As for my views on the bombings, I want to say that they took place at 
a time when there was a drop in Jewish immigration to Israel, especially 
when it came to obtaining passports and leaving Iraq. 

The perpetrators of the acts of sabotage could be either of the 
following: 

1. Jewish extremists who want all Iraqi Jews to go to Israel. 

2. Non-Jewish extremists who did not want the Jews to stay in Iraq. 
The Jews now have a country of their own and their presence has 
become dangerous for Iraq. They can cause harm by smuggling out 
all their assets, whether what they have now or will accumulate later, 
in addition to the information they will communicate (to Israel) on 
every small or large matter that goes on in Iraq. 

As for the activities of Yosef Khabaza: 

1. When I first met him, he would wander around the center of 
Baghdad. I never saw him at El-Karda El-Sharguia or at El-Batawin, 
not even once. It did not occur to me to inquire about the places 
where he would go in his free time. He would very often go to his 
uncle Moshe Hakham Nissim's little shop. I passed by it a number 
of times, and I saw him there. Usually Yehezkel-the-Red would be 
with him. That was at least four months after the law on giving up 
citizenship was passed. 

2. At first, when no one gave up his citizenship, he would not go to 
the Meir Tuweik Synagogue (where people registered to relinquish 
their Iraqi citizenship). But once groups of Jews started to give up 
their citizenship, he would often go there, and assist his friends and 
relatives in filling out the forms. None of this kept him from going to 
his usual places in Baghdad. 

3. Usually he would not eat lunch at home, and he would leave his 
house early. 

4. Once the number of those giving up their citizenship rose and the 
planes started to fly to Israel, he began to go more often to the 
Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue. (That is where people who had 
already relinquished their Iraqi citizenship would wait their turn to 
leave.) He would assist a number of travelers, as he claimed. Once 
I told him "you look very busy." It was a casual question, and I did 
not have anything specific in mind other than to make conversation. 
We really had nothing to discuss, since we had nothing in common. 

5. After most of his friends and relatives left, his activities 
slackened, and he began to come to my office more often. 

He always went to the following places: 

1. His uncle Moshe Hakham Nissim's house, which is located in 
Upper El-Alawiyah, near a club that is now housing refugees. When 
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I would encounter Hakham Nissim in the marketplace or at the card 
games, Yosef Khabaza would sometimes be with him. 

2. His uncle Raphael's house, located on the same street as the 
Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue. 

3. Yehezkel-the- Red's house, which is near his house in Tahat 
El-Takia. 

4. Ephraim's house. 

5. Eliahu's house after Ephraim became mentally ill. 

6. Dr. Aduor Mahlab's house. 

7. My own house. 

8. The house of Azouri, a man who is in his fourth year at the 
engineering school. He once came with him to my office to ask me 
to co-sign for him at the college. 

9. Sassoon Cohen's house. 

He would go to the following public places: 

1. The Al-Assima Restaurant, the El-Shams Restaurant, the Cafe 
Piccadilly and the Cafe Dar El-Beyda. 

2. Occasionally at Cafe Mashrob El-Hana on Abu Nuwass Street and 
Cafe Gardenia. 

Yosef Khabaza does not like to smoke or drink. He always looked 
tired. If he drank only half a bottle of beer, his eyes would close and he 
would fall asleep. 

Of late, he has been coming more often to my office. A month ago, I 
asked him not to come to my office or my house any more. That was 
some evening ! But the next morning he came to my office anyway and 
begged me not to end my friendship with him. He also promised he would 
stop showing up at my office. 

Since the racing season was over, we would commute together to 
Baghdad in my car. I forgot to mention that I often saw him at the 
engineer Salim Zilkha's house where he kept going until the Zilkhas left 
the country. He would also often go to the house of a woman named 
Carmelit, who lived in Sinak. 

— Exact copy of the original, J une 28, 1951. 

Comments of the judge 

I called the accused Yosef Ibrahim Basri to the witness stand, and 
after I explained to him that I was the judge of the northern district of 
El-Ratsafa, I began to interrogate him. The testimony of the accused Yosef 
Ibrahim Basri who lives in the El-Hawidi neighborhood was as follows: 

Question: It was demonstrated in the investigation that you have 
collaborated in the criminal activities of Yosef Khabaza. Therefore I have 
decided to detain you and search your house on the night of June 10-11, 
1951. That same night, I went in person to your house in El-Hawidi with a 
team of investigators. You were not present at your house. When we 
looked for the accused Yosef Murad Khabaza who we thought was hiding in 
the house of Sassoon Sadik in the El-Alawiya neighborhood, it is you who 
we found there with your bag of clothes. We detained you, and when we 
brought you back to your house in order to search it in your presence, we 
found a military map of the city of Baghdad. We also found an empty 
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cache in a bedroom, next to the entrance. Explain to us what your ties with 
Yosef Khabaza are. Why you were hiding in Sadik Sassoon's house? How 
did you come in possession of the map? For what purpose did you get it? 
What was hidden in the cache? 

Response: I first met Yosef Khabaza through his uncle Moshe Hakharn 
Nissim, a merchant in Khan El-Jerkazi. Yosef Khabaza used to work with his 
uncle in small shop. But most of the time he was not there. His uncle would 
claim that his illegal activities were connected to his own organization. All 
this was prior to the passing of the law that permitted the Jews to renounce 
their citizenship. 

Once the law was enacted, he started to go to markets and shops 
where Jews would go. He would try to stop them from giving up their 
citizenship and urge them to boycott the law in question. He printed a 
number of leaflets and handed them to every Jew inside or outside 
Baghdad, especially in Basra. But after less than two months, he changed 
his initial position. He started to act strongly in favor of the Zionist 
movement and urged Jews to relinquish their Iraqi citizenship. 

He started a massive campaign whether by handing out leaflets or 
through his aides who acted as members of the Movement. They started to 
teach Hebrew and military training and smuggle people to Iran. He wanted 

to show Israel his usefulness in training the youth. He was also in position 

to save them from arrest once the authorities began to go after them when 
their activities were noticed. 

He managed to smuggle as many members of the Movement as he 
could out of Iraq. He then turned his energy to politics and started to 
contact most of the Jewish government employees to get information 

Israel could use, especially employees who would have access to 

confidential information because of their position. In addition to running 
his own little "Movement," he made contact with the following people: 

1. Ezra Heni, an agricultural supervisor who gave him information 

about the Department of Agriculture. 

2. Salim Zilkha, an engineer. 

3. Salih Salman, an engineer. 

From the last two men he received information and maps like the one 
you found in my house and of which Khabaza made a few copies. He did 
not tell me the purpose of the Baghdad map. He attempted to convince 
my relatives and myself to give up our Iraqi citizenship, and move to 
Israel. I refused, but he did manage to convince my sisters Nasima and 
Freha, who are both married. The first is married to Moshe Menashe and 
the latter to Sassoon Hakharn Yaakov. In fact he sent them and their 
husbands to Israel at his own expense and because of his influence, 
managed to move them up on the waiting list to leave the country. Our 
ties then solidified and he started to come to my house. 

Moshe Hakharn Nissim, Yosef Khabaza's uncle, decided to leave Iraq 
illegally. He wanted to sell his car with license plates # 7742. Yosef 
convinced me to purchase it because it was worth more than I would pay 
for it. I bought it for 80 Dinars, and the owner fled. Yosef used my car all 
the time. He would be the driver whenever we rode together. When he 
finished his work at the shop, he would get into the car with me, and he 
would talk to me on our way home. Most of what he said was propaganda 
for Israel and his activities. 

He told me that in Israel, the government is a coalition of parties, and 
no single party bears the responsibility alone. He spoke about agricultural 
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settlements and kibbutzim, how the division of labor takes place along with 
profit sharing and how the earth is farmed on the same principles. 

He would always encourage young men and women to leave Iraq and 
join those productive enterprises which are better than commerce, and he 
would also try to convince Jews to study Hebrew. My brother-in-law Moshe 
Menashe did in fact start to learn Hebrew. I refused to learn Hebrew in 
principle because I did not intend to go to Israel. He gave me Hebrew 

books about the lives of the founders of Israel, such as Theodore Herzl 
and David Ben-Gurion and other books about the birth of Israel. 

Yosef Khabaza printed a large number of pamphlets and handed 

them out to all the Jews he would run into, whether or not they had given 
up their citizenship. These pamphlets celebrated Israel's Independence 
Day. He would do the same thing on every Jewish holiday, with every 

pamphlet explaining the current holiday. 

He also used to hand out these pamphlets during parties he 

organized. Israeli flags were flown and Hebrew songs were sung. I was 
once in Yehezkel Austin's house for a holiday party when I saw Yosef 
Khabaza pull a white flag with parallel blue lines and the Star of David in 
the middle. He said that it was the Israeli flag. After hanging it on the wall, 
he told those who were present, big and small, to stand up and to honor 
the flag. Yehezkel Austin and his family as well as most of his guests left 
I raq. 

Among the people who assisted Yosef Khabaza in these activities were 
Ephraim and Yehezkel Sassoon (Yehezkel-the-Red), Adour Maskil, 
Yehezkel Austin, Naiem Moshe, and Salim Ezra who was a man from Basra 
who worked for the government. He has a dark complexion with black hair, 
a muscular build and a large round face. There were many others whose 
names I don't know. I remember he was also in contact with young women. 
One of them was Carmelit who lived in El-Sinak near Shaker Abu Khater as 
well as Dizi the teacher of the Jewish community. 

I remember one day I was riding in the car with Yosef and he had 
brought two young women who spoke English. When we went back to 
Baghdad, he dropped them off near the Iranian embassy. I understood 
from what they said that they were former employees of the government 
and that they had been fired because of the law on the citizenship for 
J ews. 

He would go with a young woman named Aziza to horse races and 
other public places. (When we showed him the flag that we had found at 
the Hakharn Haskel Synagogue and the other flag, which was inscribed, in 
red letters, the accused said it was the same flag as the one Yosef brought 
to Yehezkel Austin's apartment.) 

One day, Yosef Khabaza told me there were hidden weapons in 
several houses that he wanted to collect and store in synagogues because 
most of the houses were sold by their owners or planked shut. 

Question: When did this happen? 

Answer: The cache you discovered in my bedroom, which is in a rented 
house in the El-Hawidi, was set up by Yosef with the help of a man Yosef 
trusts very much. I was not present when they set it up. When I returned 
home, my sister told me what Yosef Khabaza had done. When I asked 
him about it, he said every member was obligated to have in his house 
such a cache for the equipment of the Movement and its other belongings. 
Yosef Khabaza started to store in it books and magazines and pamphlets. 
He told me it was against local law to possess them. 

As for me leaving my house and going to my uncle Sassoon Sadik's 
house in El-Alawiya district where you found me on the night between June 
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5th and J une 6th, my answer is simple. After I met Yosef Khabaza at 
about 8:30 PM that night on the street leading from the police academy to 
El- Karda El-Charguia, he got into my car. I found him very worried, and he 
told me that Latif Ephraim had been arrested. In the past, Yosef Khabaza 
had sent me along with Naiem Moshe to make arrangements with Latif. We 
made contact with Makki Abd El-Razzak, an employee at the Foreign 
Ministry who had been arrested. 

Khabaza worried that Latif Ephraim would give our names to the police, 
that is, my name, Yosef Khabaza's and Naiem Moshe's. So when I heard 
this from him, I went to Sassoon Sadik's house to sleep and I stayed there 
until you found me. When we arrived there, Yosef Khabaza took my car 
and went back to my house in El-Hawidi to retrieve some books and papers 
from a cache in my bedroom. I also asked him to bring me some personal 
belongings, such as clothes and three packs of jewelry that belonged to my 
three sisters who have given up their citizenship. Yosef went to my house 
and brought back my leather bag with all these items. That night he also 
gave me a gun. I put it along with the jewelry in a closet belonging to 
Sassoon Sadik's wife and I asked Yosef to take my car (license plate 
#7742) to the Miami Taxi Company so they would send it for repairs at the 
Scheherazade Garage to fix a number of problems. 

Question: On the night of June 5-6th, there was another person with 
Yosef Khabaza. Did you know that person, and what is the connection 
between him and Yosef? 

Answer: That night, there was with Yosef a young man named Shalom 
Matbakh (Shalom Salih Shalom). Yosef had sent him to bring the bag and 
its contents from my house. When he came back with the bag, Yosef took 
it from him and put it where you found it. He gave me my personal objects 
and the jewelry. He also gave me a gun. Yosef took the other items that 
were in the bag. When he noticed that some jars of iodine and Ditol were 
missing, he sent Shalom back to my house to get them. After Shalom 
returned with these items, Yosef kept the iodine and gave me the Ditol. 
Yosef also kept a number of Jews busy bringing some papers to him, that 
night. When I asked him what the papers were about, he refused to say 
anything. 

Question: The investigators found in your house some paper stained 
with iodine. If that was Yosef s, why didn't he take it with him along with 
other papers? 

Answer: That absorbent paper is indeed Yosefs. When he told Shalom 
to bring the Ditol and the iodine, he forgot to tell him to bring along the 
paper that was on top of the two jars. When I asked Yosef about Shalom, 
he told me his name was Shalom Matbakh and he trusted him very much. 
It was with his knowledge that the job of concealing the weapons in their 
last location was completed. 

Question: Did you not ask Yosef how he ended up trusting Shalom on 
this matter? 

Answer: I did ask Yosef Khabaza if the cache in my house was fully 
closed by Shalom. He told me that Shalom was an expert in building such 
caches and that it was he who built them and was responsible for them. 

Question: Did you often lend your car to Yosef Khabaza or other 
people so they could use it at night? 

Answer: Very rarely. Yosef Khabaza would use my car for no more 
than two hours. He was supposed to return it at midnight at the latest. I 
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remember I left my car twice with Yosef overnight because he told me he 
had to leave early in the morning with a young woman to [go to] El- 
Alawiyah to ride horses. 

Question: On the night of the bombing of the Beit Lawee Company, 
your car was found parked on El-Rashid Street, not far from the company 
and next to the El-Amana bus station. Your car was also found on the 
morning of June 6th near the Stanley Shashua Company after the 
bombing. Why was your car parked in those places? 

Answer: I n the night in question, I did not leave my car parked in the 
place You mentioned. I would tell you if I remembered. As for the morning 
of J une 6th, I went to eat breakfast at the Tiger Palace Hotel between 8: 30 
and 9:00 AM. I parked my car on El-Rashid Street, across from the Sadik 
paint shop, near the bus station, and I went to the hotel. As I was paying 
my breakfast bill, one of the waiters told me there Was a bombing at the 
Beit Lawee Company the previous night. I told the waiter I had parked my 
car near the bombing site, and that I'd better remove it from there before 
the police found it and started asking me questions. I then went to my 
office. 

Question: How often did you eat breakfast in that hotel? 

Answer: I ate breakfast in that hotel about ten times since my family 
left in late March. 


Question: You admit that you had ties with Yosef Khabaza. It has 
been proven in the investigation that he is responsible for all the 
bombings that took place in Baghdad. He is also the man who concealed 
the weapons in the David Ezra Synagogue, in the Masouda Shem-Tov 
Synagogue, in the Hakharn Haskel Synagogue, in the houses at the 
Faraj-Allah and Abou Dow-Dow neighborhoods. Your previous statements 
confirm that you collaborated with him in every operation he carried out. 
What do you have to say about this? 

Answer: During the last days of my friendship with Yosef Khabaza, I 
reprimanded him and I told him not to contact me any more. He would 
constantly pressure me to participate in the operations of the Movement. 
But I did not want to join or study Hebrew. I therefore have nothing to do 
with the actions of that man. 

Question: As a jurist knowledgeable of the laws of this land, and aware 
that Zionist propaganda is against the law, how come you did not keep 
your distance from Yosef Khabaza once you knew about his actions in this 
regard? As soon as it happened, why did you not report him to the 
authorities? 

Answer: I knew that his actions were against Iraqi law, but my 
religious affinity with that man kept me from reporting him. In addition, 
reporting him would have incriminated me as he had taught me the 
principles of Zionism and Hebrew. 

Question: The report of the chemical expert #3120 of August 11, 
1951, which concerns you says that in your leather bag there were traces of 
a material that has been identified as Lantrik. This material can be one of 
the ingredients of the explosive Jelknite. What do you have to say about 
this? 

Answer: I have already explained to you my relations with Yosef 
Khabaza and his frequent visits to my house. I remember one day he 
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brought a newspaper in which was wrapped a black object and a book. He 
placed the object in my room and cautioned me not to go near that object 
or touch it because it was an explosive. He told me "don't play with it!" He 
explained to me that he would come and pick it up the next day. Then 
Latif Ephraim was arrested. 

On Tuesday June 5th, I ran into Yosef Khabaza on a street in 

El-Batawin between 7:30 and 8:00 PM, and he told me that he wanted to 

pick up that object. We rode together in my car, which I drove to Sassoon 

Sadik's house. That is where you found me and arrested me. Anyway, 

when we got there, I got off and Yosef Khabaza took the keys to my 

apartment and my car. Before he left, I asked him to bring me some 

personal items and my sisters' jewelry. 

About an hour later, he came back with my red leather bag at which I 
am now pointing. He opened it in my presence and took out my clothes, 
the jewelry and other items. He left the bag and went out. I asked him to 
drop my car at the Miami Taxi Company for repairs. That is apparently how 
the material that you mentioned left traces of what was detected. 

Question: It was found that you left a gun, the one that you are 
presently shown, in Sadik Sassoon's house. We retrieved it from this man's 
wife. What do you have to say about this? 

Answer: ( after examining the gun): This is not my gun. It belongs to 

Yosef Khabaza. He brought it to me in the bag on the same night. He 

gave it to me along with the ammunition. 

Question: On the night Yosef Khabaza came, was Shalom Salih with 

him? 

Answer: Yes, Shalom Salih was with Yosef Khabaza, but he did not go 
into Sassoon Sadik's house. He waited for him outside. 

Question: What information do you have to extend concerning Yosef 
Khabaza's trust towards Shalom Salih? 

Answer: Yosef Khabaza did trust Shalom Salih very, very much. To 
demonstrate this, he told me that same night that Shalom Salih helped 
him conceal the weapons in caches, and that it was Shalom Salih who had 
dug up the caches and who had set them up. It was for this very reason 
that he came with him that night. 

Question: It is known that Shalom Salih is a man Khabaza trusts and 
shares his secrets with. If Shalom Salih tells me something about 
Khabaza, could it possibly be untrue? 

Answer: I don't think he would say anything but the truth about Yosef 
Khabaza, in view of their ties and about what Yosef Khabaza told me about 
Shalom Salih. 

Question: Considering Shalom Salih's character and his ties to Yosef 
Khabaza as well as what Shalom Salih told us about the weapons caches 
and Yosef Khabaza's actions in the bombings, Shalom Salih admitted that 
he personally took part in these operations with Yosef Khabaza. He also 
testified about your collaboration with them. Considering that what you said 
about Shalom Salih's credibility is true, then what he told us about your 
participation must also be true. (At this point I read Shalom Salih's 
confession to the accused.) What do you have to say about this? 

Answer: What Shalom said about me is nothing but lies! In the last 
instance, I was at my Uncle Sadik Sassoon's home from the early evening 
hours and I stayed there. 
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About the next to last incident that took place near the Beit Lawee 
Company, I was in my house all night. The next morning, I woke up early, 
and at 8:00 AM, I went to the Tiger Palace Hotel to eat breakfast. It was 
the waiter Yosef who told me about the bombing. 

As for the bombing at the American Cultural Center, that day I was in 
my office from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Around 12:30 PM El-Hadj Kassem 
came over and told me about the bombing. 

No doubt this bombing had a purpose, generally to encourage the 
Jews to renounce their Iraqi citizenship and go to Israel. Since I do not 
subscribe to Yosef Khabaza's principles and what he was spreading among 
Jews, and since I have not renounced my Iraqi citizenship, I had no 
motivation to commit such acts, and this is my testimony. 

— Excerpts of the testimony, August 14, 1951. 
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EIGHT 


From the Transcripts of the Bombing Case 


There is a great deal of material in this file. It contains the 
confessions of Yosef Basri and Shalom Salih Shalom, the photographs of 
the weapons caches and the weapons found in them. There are 
photographs of the leaders of the Jewish community in Baghdad and the 
Chief Rabbi standing with the investigators next to the piles of weapons 
that were found in each cache. There are also the reports of the team of 
investigators about action taken by the team in regard to certain suspects 
in the espionage case. These can also be found in the file dealing with the 
bombings due to the overlapping nature and the connections of the 
suspects in the two cases. Here is an example: 

On the night of June 5-6, 1951 (the night of the bombing near the 
Stanley Shashua Company), the man known as Yosef Khabaza got in 
touch with Salim Mouallem and asked him to have a meeting on an urgent 
matter. He called at midnight using the phone of the Miami Taxi Company. 
Mouallem agreed to the meeting, and a cab of the Miami Taxi Company 
arrived to pick him up at his house. In the taxi was a young man named 
Shalom Matbakh (Shalom Salih Shalom was known by that name because 
he worked at the kitchen of the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue). This cab 
was later rejoined and followed by a second cab, which carried Yosef Murad 
Abdullah Khabaza and the driver Abraham Ezra, of the Miami Taxi 
Company. 

Khabaza talked with Salim Mouallem about disappearing or getting out 
of the country, since many had already been arrested. Their conversation 
went on, as they were riding until about one hour after midnight. Salim was 
dropped off at his house after agreeing to Khabaza's demands. But he 
claimed that the bank keys and some important documents were still in his 
house and that he needed to retrieve them before fleeing. That is when we 
arrested him. We found out that Shalom Matbakh worked at the Masouda 
Shem-Tov synagogue (where Jews waited before leaving Iraq). He tried to 
escape but we captured him. He confessed and signed the enclosed 
confession. 

We then went to the Miami Taxi Company to interrogate the driver 
Abraham Ezra. He took us to the places where he had driven his 
passengers the preceding night. He took us to the houses where Khabaza 
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would go. The attorney Yosef Basri lived in one of them, but he was not 
home. The driver took us to another house in the neighborhood of Al- 
Karda El-Sharguia that belonged to Sassoon Sadik, and where he took 
Shalom Salih Shalom and Yosef Khabaza on the night of June 5-6, 1951. 
When we arrived at that location with the investigating judge, we found 
Yosef Basri. He was hiding and was terrified. We arrested him and 

searched the house. We found a cache similar to the other ones that 
contained weapons, but this cache was empty. We did find a suitcase and a 
red leather bag. During our investigation we found out that Shalom Salih 
Shalom and Yosef Khabaza had left in a cab and that Khabaza tossed a 
black object from the window of the taxi. 

When the chemical laboratory experts examined the bag, they found 
it contained traces of Jelknite. We questioned Mrs. Simkha Daoud Babaye 
(the wife of Yosef Basri's landlord). She told us that Yosef Basri had 
disappeared on the night of June 5th, and the man who constantly visited 
him was Yosef Khabaza, also known as "Johnny" or "Nissim Moshe" (he 

registered under this name as a driver at the Miami Taxi Company). Yosef 
Basri confessed that the cache had been used by Yosef Khabaza to hide 

various objects, which he would bring to the house. We found the cache 
with the aid of Shalom Salih Shalom, as we did the other caches. 

Court Transcripts (Continued) 

Defense Attorney: Why are there several confessions given on 

different dates for each suspect? 

Prosecutor: If my esteemed colleague would look at the file, he would 
see that each confession pertains to a different matter. 

Derense Attorney. Where were the suspects on those days (when the 
confessions took place)? 

Presiding judge: You should direct this question to your client. (Turning 
to the suspects): Where were you detained? 

Suspect #1 (Shalom Salih Shalom): At El-Karach. (It is the bank of the 
Tigris River opposite to downtown Baghdad.) 

Suspect #2 (Yosef Basri): At El-Waziriya police station. 

Presiding judge (to the defense attorney): if you wish, you may file a 
complaint about their detention or against those who detained them. The 
session is now over. The deliberations will resume on October 21,1951. 

Second Session 

October 25, 1951 

Those present included the judge, the accused, the witnesses, media 
representatives, members of the foreign diplomatic corps, and leaders of 
the Jewish community in Iraq. On one side of the courtroom were displayed 
boxes full of weapons and ammunition, and barrels that had been buried 
underground to serve as caches, and more. The prosecutor called the chief 
of police, Salim El-Kureishi, to the witness stand. 
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Salim El-Kureishi: After the attack at the American Cultural Center on 
March 19, 1951, the team of investigators began to act forcefully in order 

to find the perpetrators. The investigation revealed that the perpetrators 

used hand grenades #36 which are available in Iraq only to security forces 
in the three following attacks: 

1. The Cafe Dar El-Beyda 

2. The Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue 

3. The American Cultural Center 

In the other attacks, the perpetrators used explosives of the Jelknite 
type. Some traces of this matter have been detected in the red leather bag 
that belongs to the suspect Yosef Ibrahim Basri. 

Presiding judge: How did you find out the names of the suspects? 

Salim El-Kureishi: In the room of the man who calls himself Salhoon 

(Yehuda Taggar), we found a list of phony names such as: The Reporter, 

The Economist, The Educated, Habib, Zayd, Juni, Eyal and Maki-Smith. 

In the course of the investigation, we discovered that "The Reporter" 
was Salim Mouallem, the manager of the Al-Rafidayn Bank. When we 
interrogated him, he told us the name of the suspect Shalom Salih 
Shalom. During the course of the investigation, he started to show us the 
places where the weapons had been hidden. 

With the help of a military expert and the investigating judge of North 
El-Ratsafa, we were able to locate the caches of weapons and ammunition. 
We also found lists of members of the (Zionist) Movement and of 
Ha'shura. During the course of the investigation, the accused Shalom Salih 
Shalom began to tell us about the activities of the suspect Yosef Khabaza. 
Khabaza had confessed to him that he had carried out all the operations, 
and that he was under the orders of a man named Habib (Mordechai 
Ben- Porat) . 

As for the suspect Yosef Ibrahim, he claimed he was hiding for three 
days in the house where he was arrested. That house belongs to Sassoon 
Murad Sadik and is located in the neighborhood of El-Alawiya. He was in a 
very agitated state, like someone who had committed a crime, and he 
yelled to us: "Come and arrest me!" 

Presidingludge: This is for the court to establish. 

Salim El-Kureishi: I apologize, your Honor. 

Presiding judge: Proceed. 

Salim El-Kureishi: During the search of the suspect's home, we found 
a notebook with some pages torn out, and a military map in English of the 
District of Baghdad, and a red leather bag. The bag was sent to the 
forensic laboratory to be checked, and the expert chemist reported to us 
that he found in it traces of material pointing to Jelknite. The suspect 
Shalom Salih Shalom identified the bag as his, and added that Yosef 
Khabaza had brought it from his house. It should be noted that Yosef 
Basri told us about the existence of a weapons and ammunition stockpile 
at the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue, even before we found the stockpile 
ourselves. 
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Attorney Dhiban El-Ghaban: Did the investigators take people from 
the airport to question them, and did they release them? 

Salim El-Kureishi: This question is related to members of the armed 
Ha'shura organization. We did indeed find some names, and the 
investigators tried to locate people with similar names at the airport. Once 
they were questioned and turned out to be innocent, we released them. 
We saw to it that they were carried to the airport and that they did not miss 
their flight. 

Attorney Dhihan El-Ghaban: Was an investigating judge present when 
the police questioned these people? 

Presiding judge. You cannot ask this question. It pertains to the 
investigating judge and the Supreme Court. 

The prosecutor called Mrs. Simkha Daoud Babaye to the witness stand. 

Presidingfudge: Who is Johnny? 

Mrs. Simkha Daoud Babaye. I don't know, except that Yosef Basri, my 
husband's nephew would often host a man named "Johnny," and it was my 
understanding that Johnny is Yosef Khabaza. (About the gun, the witness 
said that Yosef Basri gave it to her along with the jewelry, and she in turn 
gave it to the police investigators.) 

Witness Eliahu Georgi Abid 

Eliahu is twenty-two years old and lives in the house where Yosef 
Khabaza rented a room. When the Presiding judge interrogated him in 
court, he appeared very nervous and requested a defense attorney. 

Presiding judge: You are only a witness. You do not need a defense 
lawyer ... Did the suspect live in your house? 

Eliahu Georgi Abid. Yes, for about two months ... Then his mother and 
brother came to live with him. 

Presiding judge: Do you know the accused Yosef Basri? 

Eliahu Georgi Abid: No, but when Yosef Khabaza came to live in our 
house, Basri used to visit him. 

Presiding judge: As landlord, did you know about the barrels and the 
weapons which Khabaza brought in and in which he concealed weapons in 
his room after burying them under the floor? 

Eliahu Georgi Abid: No, I had no idea about this. 

Presiding fudge: These are large barrels, not cans of sardines. Such 
action by Khabaza is not something trivial. 

Eliahu Georgi Abid: I have no information about what happened in our 
house. 
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Presiding iudge. Your testimony to the investigating judge from 
Northern El-Ratsafa conflicts with what you are telling us here. So how come 
you signed your testimony? 

Eliahu Georgi Abid: They tortured me, your Honor. Then they ordered 
me to sign the confession. So I did. 

Presiding judge: Did you tell the investigating judge that you were 
tortured? 

Eliahu Georgi Abid: I told him that I had been beaten up and that my 
eyeglasses had been broken, but I was beaten in front of him. 

The witness got off the stand, and the next witness Abd El-Wahhab 
Mohammed Kaddouri was called to testify. 

Abd El-Wahhah Mohammed Kaddouri: I am an engineer with the 
Railway Authority. On March 19th, I was at the American Cultural Center. I 
was looking at the ceiling when the explosion occurred. I fainted because I 
was wounded in several places." 

Third Session October 27, 1951 

Media representatives, foreign diplomats (including Wilbur Crane 
Eveland of the CIA and author of Ropes of Sand: America's Failure in the 
Middle East, New York: W. W. Norton, 1980) and leaders of the Iraqi Jewish 
community were present at every court session. The accused and their 
defense attorney, Dhiban El-Gaban would sit on their bench. 

Every day, immediately before 10 AM, the court bailiff would shout 
"MAHKAMA !" (the court). All would rise and the judges would enter the 
courtroom. On October 27, 1951, attorney Dhiban El-Gaban requested 

permission to make a statement. The judges consulted among 

themselves. 

Presiding judge: Speak forth, if you please. 

Attorney Dhihan El-Gahan: The principle of legal assistance, 
including the defense of a suspect is a fundamental right in our 
judicial system. This is why I assumed the defense of the suspects. 
When I did so, I was not affiliated with a political organization. I 
recently joined such an organization and this fact became public. The 
media exploited the issue at the same time I was trying to defend 
the suspects. This has hurt me a great deal, and will yet hurt the 
organization that I have joined. Therefore, in light of all of the above, 

I ask the court to relieve me of my responsibilities and give them to 
another attorney. 

The Presiding judge announced a recess. All the judges went into 
chambers to consult each other. They later came out, and the Presiding 
Judge announced that the resignation of attorney Dhiban El-Gaban had 
been accepted and that the trial would be postponed to a further date so 
the accused could be given another defense attorney. In my inquiry, I 
learned that a new attorney, Abd El-Amir Abu Turab, was appointed. He 
defended the accused from the fourth session. But I did not find any 
detailed information concerning the fourth session. 
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I only found some information about the fifth session, which took 
place on November 5, 1951. The file was bound and the photographs were 
not particularly helpful. There was the sentence signed by the judges, with 
their names and positions, and the date. The only copy of the book written 
on the subject that I could find was in very bad shape. It was difficult to 

extract much from it, except for the conclusion of the trials. 

Excerpts from the Last Session, November 5, 1951 

The same people were present. The Presiding J udge asked the 
prosecutor to make his closing argument. The prosecutor read his 
summation, which took a whole hour. He concluded by saying: 

Even if it were true that the suspects were mistreated during 
their questioning, their testimony in this esteemed court was in no 
way different from what they told the investigating judge, and each 

of them confirmed with this signature. Suffice it to say that what 

they told us here will convict them to the fullest extent of the law. 

As for the charges of law violations that my esteemed 
colleague (defense attorney Abd El-Amir Abu Turab) brought up, I 
do not see any connection between that and the criminal law. 

Concluding his summation, the prosecutor called for the death 
sentence for the suspects in view of the seriousness of their actions: 

The two suspects Yosef Basri and Shalom Salih Shalom are not 
at fault in the establishment of the State of Israel. We all know full 
well who established it. 

The judges recessed to consult each other. About an hour later, they 
came back and the Presiding Judge read the verdict. After reading for half 
an hour, he read the sentence. The court sentenced each of the accused to 
three death sentences. The verdict was passed to the King for signature. 

The court also decided to impound Yosef Basri's car with license plates 
#7742- Baghdad, and to sell it in auction. The proceeds of the sale were to 
be transferred to the State Treasury. The court would keep the jewelry until 
the rightful owners came to claim it. The weapons and ammunition were to 
be transferred to the depots of the security forces. 

The Evidence 

As noted above, Wilbur Crane Eveland watched the court proceedings 
and described them in his book, Ropes of Sand. But he gave no details 
about the evidence that linked the Zionist activists to the attacks. However 
I am in position to do so. 

In 1955, I organized a statewide panel of attorneys of Iraqi origin in 
Israel. The purpose was to find avenues to handle the claims of Iraqi Jews 
who had left property behind when they emigrated from Iraq. One of these 
attorneys, a well-known jurist who wishes not to be identified, made a 
presentation on the chance of achieving this purpose. 

His lecture lasted about an hour and was followed by discussion on the 
immigration of Iraqi Jews and the forces that led to their departure from 
Iraq. After his lecture, I asked him about the trials of Baghdad and the 
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evidence that was produced. The man knew about my past activities in the 
Zionist movement and told me: 

Naeim my friend, you were very active smuggling Jews of Iraq 
across the border to Iran. I am sure that you know what was going 
on in Baghdad. Why then are you playing the naive? 

I explained to the man that I was in Israel when the events took 
place. I was far away from Iraq and what was happening there. He thought 
briefly, and then he said in a low voice: 

I will tell you what I know about this matter, but first you must 
promise to me that, under no circumstances, will you reveal my 
name. (I promised.) Iraqi Jews know I was a very successful attorney 
in Baghdad. But my success was not due to my expertise in the 
intricacies of the law and justice. It was due to the depth of my good 
and strong ties with the prosecutors, and in particular with the 
investigators of the Special Department ( C . I . D . ) . 

I had very good ties with them because of the bribes I paid 
them. It was also my policy in Iraq to get in touch with the head of 
the C.I.D. and to look at the charges (for a fee, of course) before I 
would agree to defend anyone. If I saw that the evidence was 
incontrovertible and that my chances of success were slim, I would 
ask my client for an impossibly large fee so the family of the accused 
would leave my office and never come back. After the arrest of the 
Israeli agents Robert Henry Rodney and Yehuda Taggar, scores of 
young Jews were arrested, when their phone numbers were found in 
the pockets of Yehuda Taggar. 

The parents of one of them asked me to assume the defense of 
their progeny. The next day, I went to the C.I.D., which is located on 
the bank of the Tigris. My contact offered me a cup of tea and asked 
me my client's name. He then handed me the whole file. It was very 

fat and included 114 cases, one of which reviewed the charges 

against my client. It took me two hours to examine the file. The truth 
is, there was no evidence against my client except that the other men 
gave his name during their interrogations. As I was reading, I came 
across a fact that shocked me. As I recall, there was the following: 

1. The accused Shalom Salih Shalom's confession on the 
bombings at different sites. 

2. Photographs of Shalom Salih Shalom pointing at the weapons 

stockpiles, one after the other. The police had discovered eleven 

such stockpiles that contained automatic weapons, submachine 

guns, guns and pistols, assault grenades, hand grenades, 
incendiary devices, dynamite, detonators, cables, and much 
more. 

3. A leather bag found with Yosef Basri, and containing traces of 
explosive materials that were detected by a British chemist who 
worked at the criminal investigation laboratory. 

4. Yosef Basri's driver's license that was found in one of the 
secret stockpiles. 

5. A list of members of the Zionist movement given by Shalom 
Salih Shalom. They were his superiors who gave him the order to 
carry out the attacks. 

6. Maps and drawings of military nature. But most important of 
all was the report from the criminal investigation laboratory. It 
examined carefully the print on the anti-American leaflets found 
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next to the American Cultural Center after a bomb destroyed it. 
It turned out to be identical to the print on the leaflet that was 
distributed by the Zionist movement immediately after the 
bombing of the Cafe Dar El-Beyda, on Abu Nuwwas Street, on the 
evening of March 19, 1951. Four Jews who were celebrating 

Passover were injured. The two leaflets had been typed with the 
same typewriter and duplicated with the same stenciling machine. 
The interchangeability was striking. I was flabbergasted. 

I even began to sweat profusely. Maybe it was because of the 
August heat, I am not sure. Someone brought me a glass of cold 
water to help me recover. I went home completely depressed. Even 
though the evidence against my client was light, I refused to take on 
his case because up to this point I never could have thought that 
Jews would kill Jews for political gains. 

A Strange Conduct 

The conduct of the Zionist activists in Iraq seemed very strange to me, 
as did that of Israeli leaders in the face of unfolding events. It is worth 
examining the conduct of Mordechai Ben-Porat and the rest of the Israeli 
agents in Iraq. The leaflet they issued bore the date (April 8, 1950), the 
day of the week (Saturday), and the time (4 PM). 

1. The Zionist movement in Iraq did not issue leaflets on an hourly 

basis. They issued them once a month, in average. Why did the 

leaders of the Zionist movement state the time of 4 PM on their 
leaflet, unless there was an expectation that an event was to happen 
later ? 

2. Promptly after tossing the bomb on the Cafe Dar El-Beyda (April 8, 

1950), the police began to act forcefully. If those who carried out the 
bombing did not belong to the Zionist movement, then why were the 

Movement leaders in such a hurry to put pressure and get the 

magistrate removed and eventually close the case? 

3. Israeli authors, such as Yehuda Atlas (To the Hanging Post, 'Ad amud 

ha-teliyah, Yerushalayim, 1972), Me'ir Yossef (A Road in the Desert, 
Me-ever la-midbar, Tel Aviv: Ma'arakhot, 1973) and Hayyim Cohen 

(Zionist Activities en Iraq, ha-Pe'ilut ha-Tsiyonit be-'lrak, Jerusalem, 
1969) keep repeating the words: "It is not possible to elaborate on 

the subject without revealing certain things that are better kept silent." 
These words have been written after all those who were involved were 
in the safety of Israel or were deceased. What with the mysterious 
attitude? 

4. What are those things that are better kept silent? 

5. The Israeli weekly Ha'olarn Haze has explicitly accused Mordechai 
Ben-Porat for being responsible for throwing the bombs at the Jewish 
institutions of Baghdad. Why is Ben-Porat not suing the editors, if he 
is innocent ? Why is he afraid to sue Ha'olarn Haze ? After all, what was 
written so far suffices as grounds for a lawsuit. 

6. Why does the Israeli government not respond to the demands of 
concerned citizens who want to see a judicial commission inquire on 
the subject ? After all, this issue was often discussed in the press, and 
at times at the Knesset. A government that has nothing to fear and 
nothing to hide must support those who favor an investigation. Yet the 
Israeli government has always tried to evade any debate on this 
subject, as has Mordechai Ben-Porat. 
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NINE 


From the Court 


From the time of the assassination of General Baker Sidki in 1937 
until the abolition of the monarchy in 1958, all the successive governments 
made sure that no political group opposed to Great Britain in the Middle 
East could organize, especially armed groups. Every anti-British 
organization was deemed anti-Iraqi government as well. For this reason 
the Iraqi government was meticulous in safeguarding the weapons used by 
the army, gendarmerie or the police. 

Since the fall of the revolutionary government of Rashid Ali Al-Kilani in 
April 1941 until the July 1958 coup, there is no record of armed political 
organizations, thanks to a drastic safeguard of the weapons delivered to 
the army and the police. In addition, the government had about 80,000 
detectives and other security personnel. The government was well aware of 
the existence of the underground Zionist movement, but as long as it kept 
a low profile, the government ignored it, knowing the Zionists did not 
intend to overthrow the pro-British government. 

A Change of Position 

Immediately after the attack on the Cafe Dar El-Beyda (April 8, 1950), 
the police were ordered to act and a number of suspects were arrested. All 
were later identified as Fla'shura members. Soon after their arrests, they 
were released on bail and the Movement smuggled them immediately into 
I ran from where they were flown to Israel. Yet, this is nothing compared to 
the leaflets found at the site of the bombing, which called upon the Jews to 
leave Iraq. At first, the police tried to ignore the leaflets and their content, 
and focused its investigation on organizations known for their hostility to 
J ews or Zionism. 

The investigation took a new turn after a grenade was tossed on the 
Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue on January 14, 1951 at 7:30 PM. This 

attack resulted in four deaths and dozens of injuries. While the police did 
not cease investigating groups known for their hostility towards Jews, it 
began to keep an eye on all Zionist activists who handled the registration 
of immigrants to Israel. They even watched the members of the committee 
who had been appointed by the Minister of the Interior (Charles, Irdi Sofer, 
etc.). 

The investigation on radical groups led nowhere. Then an explosive 
charge blew up at the American Cultural Center in Baghdad. After the 
explosion, antiAmerican leaflets were found around the site. The criminal 
investigation laboratory examined them and compared them to the 
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leaflets issued by the Zionist movement. It was clear that the same 
typewriter and stenciling machine were used to produce them. The 
clandestine communist party was cleared of suspicion because its leaflets 

were never stenciled. From this moment forward, the investigation focused 

on immigration activists or those who were associated with them. A number 
of informants were planted among the Interior Ministry employees who 
were assisting with the registration of J ews to leave Iraq. 

The Turnaround 

At 3:00 AM on the morning of May 10, 1951, an explosive charge blew 
up near the offices of the Beit Lawee Company. The investigators who 
came to the scene were not surprised by what they found. Traces of 
explosives that were found indicated they did not come from the Iraqi 

armed forces storehouses. The investigators debated the information that 
was accumulated, and reached the preliminary conclusion that the authors 
of the different acts of sabotage picked up sites frequented mostly by 
Jews, but committed their acts when there were few or no Jews present. 

Hence the conclusion that their purpose was not to harm Iraqi Jews but 
to spread fear and panic among them, to incite them to emigrate. 

Moreover, the attacks occurred at a time when the flow of people 
registering to emigrate was low. This fact also gave pause to the 
investigators and reinforced their suspicions concerning the underground 
Zionist movement. These conclusions marked the turnaround in the 
investigation. 

On May 22, 1951, a Palestinian clerk in the department store 

Orosdi-Back recognized a customer who was an Israeli army officer and the 
former military governor of Acco. The man was arrested along with his 
driver Nissim Moshe Nissim. These arrests eventually led the police to the 
capture of the network. 

According to the findings of the investigators, the suspects were 
divided in three main groups: 

1. Those who were suspected of carrying out the acts of sabotage. 

2. Those who were suspected of espionage. 

3. Those who were suspected of belonging to illegal organizations 

(Ha'shura, etc ... ). 

This decision was made in spite of the fact that all the suspects in 
each group were found to be members or commandants in the Zionist 
movement. 

Testimony of the Head of the C.l .D. I n Baghdad 

During the investigation, it was learned that the perpetrators of the 
acts of sabotage were not Jew-haters as it was initially thought, but rather 
people who wanted to serve the political goals of Zionism, namely pushing 
the Jews of Iraq to immigrate to Israel. When the American embassy 
personnel received the instruction from Washington to look into what was 
described as "persecution of Jews in Iraq by the Iraqi government and its 
institutions," a bomb was tossed on the American Cultural Center of 
Baghdad. 

This act was most likely meant to deter embassy officials from looking 
closely into this matter. According to the testimony and the evidence, it 
turned out that the perpetrators of all the attacks with the exception of the 
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bombing of the American Cultural Center, were the same individuals. Their 
goal was to scare the Jews of Iraq to immigrate to Israel. 

Testimony of Salim EL-Kureishl, Chief of Police 
at Kardat Maryam I n Baghdad 

The investigation revealed: 

1. All attacks were carried out at places frequented by Jews. 

2. The perpetrators made sure the attacks occurred at times when 
there were few Jews present on the scene, and caused no bodily 
harm. 

3. The explosives used by the perpetrators were of a type that was 
not available in Iraq, not even to the armed forces. 

4. After each bombing, leaflets were handed to Jews, urging them 
to go to Israel. The leaflets also claimed that the Jews of Iraq were 
the victims of persecution by the Iraqi government and the Moslem 
population. 

5. Only J ews were the targets of these acts. 

6. The acts began immediately after the law of denaturalization of 
the Jews of Iraq was enacted. 

The witness believes that a single party carried out all these acts, after 
preparation and planning. Therefore, it was decided to focus the 
investigation on groups that were hostile to Jews and Zionism, but this lead 
went nowhere. The turnaround occurred after the bomb, which exploded at 
3:00 AM on May 10, 1951 (Beit Lawee Company). This event gave rise to 
the decision to investigate in a different direction. We did so and we 
captured the entire network. 

The Dossier of Those Accused of Sabotage 

The investigation took more than three-and-a-half months. On 
October 24, 1951, the debate began on the sabotage affair. The Supreme 
Court (El-Mahkama El-Kobra) was presided by Chief justice Hammadi Sadr 
El-Din who was assisted by Justices Borhan El-Din El- Kiliani and Salman 
Biyat. Attorney Shaker El- Ani represented the prosecution. The accused 
were: 


1. Shalom Salih Shalom, age 20, employed by the Jewish 
community institutions, and resident in El-Batawin, in Baghdad. 

2. Yosef Ibrahim Basri, age 28, attorney, and resident in El-Karda 
El-Sharguia, in Baghdad. 

3. Yosef Murad Khabaza (fugitive in Israel). 

The Charges 

The prosecutor read the charges and the confessions of the first two 
suspects: 


The defendants are accused of organizing for the purpose of 
carrying out acts of sabotage for political ends, causing 
manslaughter, bodily harm and property damage. In the course of 
the investigation, the police arrested Salim Mouallem, the manager 
of the Baghdad branch of Bank El-Rafidayn. He confessed and 
gave the name of Shalom Salih Shalom who was arrested at the 
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Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue. As the investigation progressed, 
the suspects turned out to be members of the underground Zionist 
organization, Ha'shura, which stockpiled weapons and ammunition, 
including explosive charges, hand grenades, detonators, pistols 
and even daggers. 

Weapons and ammunition were found in two stockpiles buried under 
the chapel at the Ezra David Synagogue, and in five stockpiles at the 
Hakham Haskel Synagogue. Propaganda books and leaflets were found in 
caches at the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue. 

The investigation led to charges against the abov three suspects, 
namely Shalom Salih Shalom, Yosef Basri and Yosef Murad Khabaza. 

The Attacks 

1. On March 19, 1951, at 10:30 AM, a bomb exploded at the 
American Cultural Center of Baghdad, causing property damage 
and injuring a number of people. 

2. On May 10, 1951, at 3:00 AM, a bomb was hurled at the window 
of the Beit Lawee Company and destroyed a part of the building. 

3. On June 6, 1951, at 2:30 AM, a bomb exploded next to the 
Stanley Shashua Company on El- Rasheed Street and damaged 
the building. 

The attacks were carried out for political reasons. They were not 
intended to kill J ews. According to his own confession, the accused Shalom 
Salih Shalom would go to the site of the attack with his friends Yosef 
Khabaza and Yosef Basri. Then he would toss the grenades as the two 
other men waited in the car. The accused also led the investigators to the 
place where he hid before the attack at the American Cultural Center. 

The court asked the suspects if they wanted to plead guilty, but their 
attorneys denied the charges and claimed the confessions had been 
extracted under pressure by the investigators. During five sessions, the 
investigating team presented the findings and the evidence, such as: 

1. The report of the criminal investigation laboratory. It compared 
the type of explosives used on the night of May 9th to May 10th, 
1951, near the Beit Lawee Company with the traces of explosives 
detected in Yosef Basri's bag. The report stated they were identical. 

2. Yosef Basri's driver's license. It was found in one of the caches 
of weapons and ammunition. 

3. The suspects confessed to being members of the Ha'shura 
organization. According to their testimony, it is the military branch 
of the Zionist movement in Iraq. 

4. The interchangeability of the leaflets found at all sites where the 
attacks occurred on the one hand and the leaflets signed by the 
Zionist movement on the other hand. The typewriter used to type 
the leaflets and the stenciling machines used to duplicate them 
were found in one of the depots. 

5. The confession of Shalom Salih Shalom. He revealed that he 
carried out the attacks with the help of Yosef Basri and Yosef 
Khabaza. 

On November 5, 1951, the court sentenced the three men to hang. It 
also noted during the sentencing that the investigation was significantly 
helped by the explosion near the Beit Lawee Company. It was concluded 
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that an underground Zionist movement called "T'nuaa" operated in Iraq, 
and that foreign agents were infiltrated in the country illegally in order to 
run and supervise the activities of the Movement. 


THE ESPIONAGE FILE 
From the Chief Prosecutor 

In his closing statement, the State Prosecutor said: 

After the turnaround in the investigation, we focused our efforts on the 
Zionist underground organization called "T'nuaa" (the Movement). 

On May 22, 1951, Ismael Salhoon (Yehuda Taggar) was arrested at 
the Orosdi-Back department store, along with the taxi driver, Moshe Nissim 
who is a native of Baghdad. A Palestinian refugee who worked at the 
department store identified Salhoon as an officer in the Israeli army who 
had been the military governor of Acco when the Zionists occupied the city. 
During the interrogation of Salhoon and during the search of his residence, 
several lists of names were found, and thanks to them we were able to 
arrest the suspects. The suspect admitted that his real name was Ben-Meir 

Menashe Taggar and that he was Israeli, born in Jerusalem, and that 
he served in the British army. He also admitted that, after the British left 
Palestine, he joined the Israeli army and was transferred to its intelligence 
section. 

He was first sent to Tehran on a mission related to the immigration of 
Iraqi Jews. From there he went to Baghdad on February 11, 1950. He came 
to Iraq to collect information. He would send his reports with a driver who 
shuttled between Baghdad and Tehran. His reports were addressed to a 
postal box in Tehran (# 57-902) or to a certain A. Kidron in Rome. That is 

how the suspect was in touch with Max Beinit, his superior, in Tehran. At 

some point, Taggar suggested to Beinit to expand the network in Iraq, and 
Beinit approved the idea. 

Taggar returned to Baghdad on April 9, 1951. He was arrested on May 
22, 1951. When we searched his pockets we found lists of names of 
additional suspects, including Robert Henry Rodney. 

In Yehuda Taggar's residence we found a cache of weapons, where he 
also hid the reports he was preparing to send to Israel. He wrote about 

various subjects, from Iraq's socio-economic situation to the strength of 
the different political parties, including the Kurdish parties. Yehuda Taggar 

entered I raq with a false passport that was delivered to Ismael Ben-Mehdi 
and Sugra Salhoon. He had rented a room from a white Russian lady in 
El-Batawin, in Baghdad. The reports were written in English on a typewriter, 
which we found in the house. At the beginning of the investigation, Taggar 
claimed he was a Moslem and that he could only speak Farsi. But he was 
quickly confounded. He also pretended to be the representative of a 
commercial enterprise named Kashanian that was based in Tehran and 
that sold its products in Iraq. 

On searching his room, we found the names of collaborators such as: 

1. Mekki Abd El-Razzak, a low-ranking employee with the Foreign 
Ministry. 

2. Latif Ephraim (L), an Iraqi Jew who is a laboratory assistant at 
the Baghdad Hospital (now the Republican Hospital). He also holds 
a foreign citizenship. 

3. Mamdooh Zakki (Maskil), an Iraqi Moslem of Turkish descent. 
He used to work at the Foreign Ministry before he was dismissed 
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because he was suspected of collaborating with the Zionists. At the 
time of his arrest, he was a reporter for a French news agency. 

4. Zakki Habib, which is the code name of Nissim Moshe Nissim, 

one of the main agents in the Zionist movement (Mordechai 
Ben-Porat). He managed to escape after his arrest. 

5. Salim Mouallem (the Reporter), an Iraqi Jew who was a bank 

manager in Baghdad. 

6. Robert Henry Rodney, who holds a valid British Passport. He is a 

native of Germany from where he escaped to go to Holland. He 

joined the British army and rose to the rank of major. He served in 
India for a long time. He retired from the British army and went to 
Israel. He was assigned an intelligence position in Paris with Arthur 
Nathan and his assistant Adin. They offered him a dangerous 

mission in Iraq. He first went to Tehran where he spent six months 
in the local office of the Jewish Agency. Then he arrived in Baghdad, 
as the representative of two British companies based in Manchester, 
England: Amson Mills Company, a textile company, and El-Tarn 
Company, a company that sells radio sets. He first stayed at a 
hotel, but he later rented a villa in Kard El-Basha where he started 
to mingle with the high society of Baghdad and meet public figures. 
Rodney claimed that one of his missions was to spread the idea of 
an Arab-1 sraeli peace among the Iraqi intelligentsia in order to 
create an atmosphere conducive to a peace treaty in the Middle 
East. He believed that when the right time came, he would become 
Israel's first consul in Baghdad. Rodney testified that Salhoon was a 
Jew from Israel whose real name was Yehuda Taggar. Rodney said 
it was Taggar who financed his activities. A telegram found in 
Rodney's house and addressed to Max Beinit requested more 
"ropes." When the suspect was asked to explain, Rodney said 
"ropes" meant "money." Yehuda Taggar and Robert Henry Rodney 
were the leaders of an Israeli network of spies, enemies of Iraq. 

The Presiding Judge asked the suspects if they wanted to plead their 
guilt. Yehuda Taggar was the only one who said: "I am guilty." 

The court examined the material during seventeen sessions. On 
display were the espionage reports that were not sent, military maps and 
much more. The reports were sorted in two stacks, depending on their 
relation to the military. The military reports included detailed information 
on the expeditionary force that had left for Syria when this country 
requested Iraq to send its troops to fight Israel in the demilitarized zone. 

In January 1952, the court voted to find the suspects guilty. Yehuda 
Taggar was sentenced to life imprisonment with hard labor. Robert Henry 
Rodney, Latif Ephraim and Salim Mouallem were sentenced to 5 years in 
prison with hard labor. The court also ordered the deportation from Iraq of 
Robert Henry Rodney and Latif Ephraim after they served their sentence. 

Yehuda Taggar was released from jail soon after Abd El-Karim Kassem 
took over in a coup in July 1958. The following months, the Israeli weekly 
Ha'olam Haze ran a series of reports on the underground movement led by 
Kassem before the coup. Among other things, it reported that Kassem had 
asked Israel for help in the early fifties, such as setting up a training camp 
for guerilla warfare and a radio station on the Jerusalem hills that would 
broadcast to Iraqis against the monarchy and the likes of Nouri El-Said. 

The Israeli government translated these reports into Arabic and 
English and forwarded them to the British Embassy in Tel Aviv. The British 
Embassy in turn passed them on to the British Foreign Office that 
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forwarded them to its embassy in Baghdad, which handed them to 
Kassem. They came with the threat that if Yehuda Taggar were not 
released within a specific period, the material would be sent to Radio Cairo, 
which would be glad to broadcast anything to discredit Kassem. Yehuda 
Taggar was promptly released and escorted from his jail to the Presidential 
Palace. Abd El-Karim Kassem met with him and then he was driven to 
Baghdad's international airport. He flew to Europe, and then went to Israel. 

The File on the I llegal Organization 

The Iraqi Supreme Court examined this file during twelve sessions, 
from November 15, 1951, until the sentencing, on January 18, 1951. 

Twenty-three suspects were on trial, including some young women. 

The chief prosecutor argued that the suspects were members of an 
underground, illegal and subversive organization that was linked to the 
enemy state of Israel. They were members of the organization Ha'shura, 
which was the military arm of the Zionist movement. The suspects received 
the following sentences: 

1. Shalom Salih Shalom and Yosef Basri received the death 
sentence. 

2. Eliahu Georgi Abid received 15 years in prison with hard labor. 

3. Fuad Itzhak Nathan, Shaul Yehezkel, Abraham Karkouli, Yaakov 
Sassoon Shaia, Ezra Rahamim and Yaakov Ati received five years in 
jail with hard labor. 

4. Spirons Yaakov Shamash, Albertin Reuven Eliahu and Medalin 
Reuven Levi received five months in jail. 

5. All the women were released for time served. 

As for those who received the death penalty, the Movement made sure 
they received hashish and opium from the day of their sentence until their 
execution on January 21, 1952. 

Excerpts from the Second File 

From the transcript, the prosecutor Abd El-Rahman El-Samaray said 
the following: 

The police arrested Salhoon and another Iraqi Jew who calls 
himself Nissim Moshe (Mordechai Ben-Porat). Nissim Moshe was 
released on bail and disappeared. Salhoon rented a room in an 
American rooming house run by a Russian woman named Barbara, 
whose telephone number is 4444. Salhoon (Yehuda Taggar) 
claimed that since he specialized in the study of the Middle East, 
the Israeli government sent him on a mission in Iraq, and told him 
to contact the three following men, once he was settled: 

1. Rasheed Ismael Baglan. 

2. Mohammed El-Amine Fikri. 

3. Mohammed Ahmed El-Bayati (The Pilot). 

The three men were from the Northern city of Khanakin, in the 
Kurdish region and could help him. Taggar was told to contact them 
and give them the password: "I am a friend of Naeim Zilcha." 
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The second file is voluminous but offers no surprises. The suspect list 
is long, containing a number of Moslems and Christians, and even 
foreigners residing in Iraq. At the top of the list are Ismael Ben-Mehdi and 
Sugra Salhoon (Yehuda Ben-Meir Menashe Taggar). Second on the list is 
Robert Henry Rodney who holds a British citizenship. His code name in the 
movement is "Yaniv" and he is also called "Al-Hindi." 

The other suspects are: 

Latif Ephraim. Makki Abd El-Razzak. Salim Mouallem (The Reporter), a 
bank manager. Mamdouh Zakki. Naji Salih Ibrahim. George Chaim Levi. 
Sassoon Nissim Sadik. Sami Jonathan Bassoon. Mun'im Rachmat Allah. 
Rashed Ismael Baglan. Mohammed El-Amine El-Fikri. Dr. Abd El- Latif Mohi 
El-Din Wassif. Mohammed Ahmed El-Bayati, a pilot. Dr. Albert Sassoon 
Shem-Tov. 

Most of the accused came into contact with the main suspect (Yehuda 
Taggar) and gave him information that damaged Iraq, while rendering 
political services to Israel. Most of the suspects claimed their innocence 
and said the contacts were in good faith since they were peace-loving 
individuals. The investigating judge took their pleas and decided to refer 
their cases to the Supreme Court. 

Report of the I nvestigator 

We found in possession of the accused Salhoon the names and 
addresses of the following persons: 

• Dr. Abd El- Latif Mohi El-Din Wassif. His practice is in Beit El-Anj 
Building, on El-Rasheed Street or in the clinic on El-Amine Street. 

• Dr. Albert Sassoon Shem-Tov. It is he who recommended Dr. Abd 
El- Latif Mohi El-Din Wassif, because the latter wanted peace with Israel. 

• Ernest Smith, a British citizen employed by the Full Way Brothers 
Company. 

• Albert Elias who is married to Paula Vilenska (released for lack of 
evidence). 

• Reuven Bitat. 

• Ephraim Abed. 

• Faisal El-Hujja (released for lack of evidence). 

• Hussein J amil. 

• District officer Mendley. 

• Ahmad Ajja Mohammed. 
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TEN 


Accusations against Ben-Porat 


Long after the Baghdad trials, in the Israeli town of Or Yehuda, 
Mordechai Ben-Porat and a number of Israeli establishment activists of 
Iraqi origin proposed to build a memorial to honor the two men who died 
on the gallows (Yosef Basri and Shalom Salih Shalom). The funding of the 
memorial would be provided by the Defense Ministry, the Jewish Agency 
and the town of Or Yehuda whose mayor was none other than Mordechai 
Ben-Porat himself. A space for the statue was reserved in the center of the 
town for this purpose. 

Early in 1964, a bid to design the statue was open, and on March 15, 
1964, various offers were received. It was Bid #13 of artist Shimson 
Merhab, an Iraqi immigrant, that won the competition. Once the resolution 
was passed, the necessary funds were released to build the memorial. 

It was decided that the unveiling of the memorial would take place on 
June 15, 1966. A festive ceremony was also planned. Numerous officials, 
heads of institutions and the Iraqi Jewry were invited. The anticipation of 
this event jogged the memory of many Iraqi Jewish immigrants - the 

period of their immigration to Israel and the bombs that scared them out 
of Iraq. The closer to the date of the ceremony, the more intense were the 
debates. Many demanded that the government establish a judicial 
commission to investigate the events in Baghdad and the role played by 
Israeli agents, especially Ben-Porat. 

Several reports and letters on this matter piled up on the desk of 

Shalom Cohen, an Iraqi immigrant who was the editor-in-chief of Ha'olam 
Haze. The first issue of the Israeli weekly that dealt with this subject 
appeared on April 20, 1966. The report shocked the Israeli public. Other 
journals also investigated and activists among Iraqi Jews summoned their 
courage to express their opinion on the events that took place in Iraq 
before their exodus. Reports bearing titles such as "The Violent Zionism" 
appeared in the press. On the eve of the unveiling, tension was high, and 
many expected the ceremony to turn into a demonstration against 

Ben-Porat and the entire Israeli government , 

On June 8, 1966, the daily newspaper Maanv published a letter written 
by Kaddouri Al-Waya, a resident of Or Yehuda, a senior employee of the 
health insurance organization Kupat Holim, and an active member of 
Mapai. This letter brought the subject to a head and pressed Mordechai 
Ben- Porat against the wall. He had to say something. He promised to 
expose the entire affair at the ceremony. 

The ceremony took place on the evening of June 15, 1966 in 

downtown Or Yehuda. Numerous journalists and thousands of Iraqi Jews 
came to the rally hoping to hear the whole truth about the affair. Several 
days earlier, Ben-Porat had a meeting with Ben-Gurion and announced 
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afterward that he would disclose everything he knew about the affair. On a 
different occasion, Ben-Porat said Defense Minister David Ben-Gurion had 
ordered an investigation and that a copy of the findings was sent to him. 
Again, he said he would reveal the truth. Furthermore, he announced 
repeatedly that he would sue anyone who would claim that Israelis or Jews 
were responsible for the Baghdad bombings. But he said he would only sue 
important people, such as Sapir, and not Ha'olarn Haze. 

Of the thousands of people who gathered in the town's central square, 
mostly Iraqi Jews living in Or Yehuda, were also reporters, photographers 
and Iraqi Jewish public figures in Israel. Seated on the stage was the 
panel: Shlomo Hillel, Yoav Goral, Yehuda Taggar, Kadish Luz of the Jewish 
Agency, and of course Mordechai Ben-Porat. The public had an opportunity 
to chat with several important figures among Iraqi Jews and heard their 
version of what they called "Ben-Gurion's first blunder." The second blunder 
was the Lavon affair, and the third was the sinking near the shores of 
Morocco of the Egoz, a small boat that was carrying Moroccan Jewish 
children to Israel in January 1961. 

Later, Ha'olarn Haze editors restated their claims and repeated what the 
Iraqi community leaders had said. It was expected that Ben-Porat would 
sue the magazine, but the Mapai Center probably advised him not do so. 
The secret service that was at that time serving the Mapai government may 
have forwarded to him some of the facts found by Ha'olarn Haze. 

In early 1971, the Black Panthers appeared in Israel. Their tumultuous 
demonstrations shocked Israel. Many of its leaders and founders were 
Iraqi Jews, such as Shalom Cohen, Koshavi Shemesh and Naeim Giladi. 
We were privy to information pertaining to the Baghdad bombings as well 
as other affairs ( Morocco and Egypt). On November 9, 1972, the Panthers' 
official organ, The Black Panther, published a report under the byline of 
Koshavi Shemesh, which was a complete reprint of what Ha'olarn Haze had 
reported in June-April 1966. We had hoped that Ben-Porat would sue us, 
and through a trial, we expected that the truth behind the bombings of 
Baghdad would be told - that the responses to hundreds of questions 
would be finally given. Shalom Cohen who was a Knesset member at that 
time had even prepared the ground for an eventual lawsuit. But to our 
regret, neither Ben-Porat nor Ben-Gurion sued us. Not only we were not 
sued, but also we did not even receive threats. 

In 1977, the Sephardic Federation in Jerusalem, which deals with the 
affairs of oriental Jews, published in its monthly journal Be'maaracha an 
interview with Baruch Nadel, one of the most prominent reporters of Yediot 
Aharonot. His name at birth was Baruch Oren. He once belonged to the Stern 
Gang, but he later turned away from politics and became a reporter for 
Ha'olarn Haze. His column titled "Huchistan" focused primarily on corruption 
in the city of Haifa under Mayor Aba Hushi. His reports were exhaustive and 
reliable. They helped uncover many corruption scandals in the port city. In 
the early seventies, Nadel conducted a research on the underground 
economy in Israel. His report was submitted to the General Secretary of the 
Labor Federation Histadrut and its summary was published in Ha' olarn 
Haze. Nadel received an award from the leadership of the Black Panthers 
for uncovering the truth about the immigration of Yemeni Jews, as well as 
the rampant ethnic and cultural discrimination in Israel. 

Nadel also investigated the circumstances of the immigration of Iraqi 
Jews and published a few short articles. It was following these articles that 
the editors of Be'maaracha interviewed him. The interview was published in 
the April 1977 issue (# 185), under the title "Social Integration in Israel is 
an Illusion." The article stated: 
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... As far as the question of rescuing the Jews of the Middle 
East, there was always an agreement between the Zionists and the 
Arab leaders: "Give us their soul and keep their property!" But this 
agreement did not work in Iraq. The Jews lived well in Iraq and did 
not want to leave. It was then that Israeli agents hurled bombs at 
Jewish institutions in order to cause panic among the Jews and 

bring about the departure of nearly all of them from Iraq in the 
span of six months. . . 

Mordechai Ben-Porat finally made a mistake in August 1977, when he 
hired attorney Micha Caspi and sued Baruch Nadel for libel. He requested 
half a million Israeli pounds in damages. In such cases, there is a 
provision in Israeli law under which the defendant may submit a number of 
questions to the plaintiff. The case went before Judge Zamir. Nadel 

submitted 365 questions. When Ben-Porat read the questions, he was so 
outraged, he complained they were humiliating and insulting. On February 
6, 1978, during the court proceedings the judge invalidated many of the 
questions. Later, the case was transferred to Judge Ben-Dor who invited 
the opposing counsels. On July 8, 1979, he proposed the following 

compromise: 

1. Baruch Nadel did not have the entire facts straight when he gave 
the interview. 

2. The Babylonian (Iraqi) Jewry was praised for immigrating to 
Israel out of love for it and for Zionism. 

3. The work done by Israeli immigration agents in Iraq was 
outstanding. 

It is worth noting that Baruch Nadel (formerly known as Baruch Oren) 
was about to immigrate to the United States, and would have been unable 
to leave Israel while the case was pending. This put him as well as the 
editors of Yediot Aharonot under pressure. He ended up accepting the 

compromise proposed by Judge Ben-Dor. Unfortunately the deal did not 
allow Nadel's report, arguments or accusations to be discussed. 

In 1981, Ben-Porat became Cabinet Minister. After the 1982 invasion 
of Lebanon by the Israeli army, Ben-Porat set out to "find new homes" for 
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. In fact, his intention was to carry out the 
same plan of dispersing the refugees and turning their training camps into 
dust. 

On the eve of the 1984 elections, Ben-Porat did all he could to dispel 
the bad publicity that was cast on him. He even gave a television interview, 
at which his friend Yehuda Taggar appeared. In its issue of November 23, 
1983, Ha'olam Haze printed again the past reports on the Baghdad 
bombings to counterbalance Ben-Porat's statements on television. Knesset 
member, former General Mattityahu (Matti) Peled called for an 
investigation. 

In a letter to the editor of Ha'aretz (November 25, 1983) and in 
response to Peled's initiative, Ben-Porat made a promise. He promised 
that Peled's grievances would be addressed at a forthcoming meeting to 
be held on December 8, 1983, in honor of all those who ran the illegal 
immigration network in Iraq. Many people went to the meeting hoping to 
hear the answers to Peled's questions, but Ben-Porat talked about 
everything except the bombings (Ha'olam Haze, December 14, 1983). 

If Ben-Porat was innocent and if all the charges against him were 
false, why then did he back off ? Why did he not sue Ha'olam Haze, which 
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accused him specifically for being responsible for the bombings in 
Baghdad ? 

Another question that arises is why did he promise to divulge the affair 
but then renege on his promise ? 

Our team looked for all the sources where Ben-Porat expressed his 
opinion on this subject in order to discredit him. After a long search, we got 
a break. Prior to the 1966 ceremony commemorating those who died in the 
gallows, Ben-Porat had issued, at the expense of Or Yehuda's Information 
Office, a binder in which he attempted to defend himself from the 
accusations leveled against him. The binder was enclosed with the report 
on the activities of the committee for the memorial. In addition to the 
report of the committee and the details of the bid, it included some of the 
statements of the men who were executed (Yosef Basri and Shalom Salih 
Shalom) as well as Ben-Porat's stance regarding the bombings. Below are 
the claims that Ben-Porat made in his binder. We will address each of 
Ben- Porat's claims. 

BEN-PORAT'S CLAI M #1: 

Bombs on the Streets of Baghdad 

When the first bombing occurred on April 8, 1950, this writer 

(Mordechai Ben-Porat) reported to his superiors: 

Yesterday, three youths threw a bomb at a cafe on Abu Nuwwas 
Street. Four Jews were injured, one critically. There had been 
provocations in various areas of Baghdad involving rock throwing ... 
It is difficult to draw conclusions from these events. We have begun 
to make contacts with members of the community and we have 
asked them for their views on how to react. In our opinion, if these 
incidents recur, passive resistance should begin immediately by 
training youths in face-to-face combat, and to react at all times 
without the use of weapons. This may enhance the prestige of the 
Jews and compel the Iraqi government to maintain internal security 
which it desires so much on the eve of the signing of a treaty with 
Great Britain." 

Following another one of my reports which described the plight of the 
Jews who had lost their citizenship and who are awaiting their turn to fly 
away, the head of the Immigration Institute at the time, Mr. Moshe Karmil 
pleaded in a letter dated October 25, 1950 to the responsible institutions: 

The limitation on immigration from Babylon is a problem 
replete with dangers. There is an exceptional necessity to increase 
the quota at once. The solution must not be delayed, lest it is too 
late. 

It is difficult to follow Ben-Porat's thinking process and to figure out 
why he referred to his own report here. As for training youths for 
face-to-face combat, the fact is, members of Ha'shura had long been 
receiving such training. 

As for Moshe Karmil's letter of October 25, 1950, which was a response 
to another report by Ben-Porat, it is impossible to figure out what 
Ben-Porat is trying to say. Fie details what is in Karmil's letter, but he does 
not divulge the contents of the "other report" that prompted Karmil's letter. 

Another question arises: by not disclosing the contents of the "other 
report," does Ben-Porat fear to reveal information that would incriminate 
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him? A small group of reporters went to pay a visit to the mayor of Or 
Yehuda in order to know what was in the "other report," but his secretary 
told us the mayor was out, and to come the next day. When we returned, 
the mayor had not yet arrived at his office. Two days later, I went to see 
him alone. I was told that he was talking to the city commissioner, and to 
please wait. 

Then a clerk came and asked me my name and the nature of my 
visit. I responded that I was Naeim Giladi of Ha'olam Haze, and that I 
wished to speak with the mayor. Two minutes later, the clerk came back 
and told me point blank: "The mayor is not in his office!" A week later, I 
ran into Ben-Porat at the headquarters of the Histadrut Labor Federation. A 
musician of Iraqi origin accompanied him. I popped the question to him. 
He said with a chuckle: "No comment!" 

BEN-PORAT'S CLAI M #2: 

The Eyewitnesses 

On January 14th, 1951, at 7 PM, a bomb was hurled into the open 
yard of the Masouda Shem- Tov Synagogue. This was where the 

immigrants would gather before going to the airport. At that time, there 

were several hundred immigrants, and among them many members of 
Ha'halutz. An Arab threw the bomb across the street from the synagogue 
from the porch of a house where an Arab family lived. The bomb 

disconnected electrical lines and led to the death by electrocution of an 
eleven-and-a-half year-old boy and to the injuries of twenty-five people. 
Two of the injured men died, and a third one who was seriously injured said 
he saw an Arab wearing the army uniform who hurled the bomb. In order to 
record his testimony, it was necessary to bring a magistrate to him. But no 
magistrate wanted to come to the scene. Seven other youths and I went to 
the hospital immediately and donated blood to prolong the life of the 

injured man. Meanwhile, some of the dignitaries of the community were 

pressing the magistrate to record the testimony, as they also wanted to 

have the attacker arrested. The magistrate came to the hospital the 
following day, half an hour after the injured man died. Had the testimony 
been given, it would have changed the course of the police investigation 
and prevented it from accusing Jews as those who threw the bombs. 

Problems of Visibility 

Let us examine Ben-Porat's argument in light of the situation that 
prevailed at the moment of the attack. The attack occurred at 7:15 PM on 
January 14, 1951, which corresponds to the 7th of Shevat 5711. At that 
part of the month, the moon is still a crescent and its light is weak. 

Furthermore, even a steady moonlight would not break through the thick 

clouds of mid4anuary, which in Baghdad is the apogee of winter, with rain, 
cold weather and thick clouds. 

Soldier in Uniform 

Iraqi army soldiers wore winter uniforms identical to those worn by 
British soldiers. These uniforms could also be purchased in the open 
market in Baghdad. As a matter of fact the Shashas, a Jewish family that 
specialized in making shirts and pajamas also resold such uniforms after 
they had bought them wholesale in public auctions. The uniforms were 
used as cheap winter clothes by many Baghdad laborers. Since such 
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apparel was readily available, it cannot be concluded that it was a soldier 
who tossed the grenade. 

Military Grenades 

The Iraqi army instituted a strict rule with respect to all weapons and 
ammunition. An officer who trained new recruits to throw grenades was 
required to return the pins to the armory or be subject to court martial for 
loss of military equipment. This rule was in effect during the war in 
Palestine, and Iraq did not change its policy afterwards, for fear that 
subversive groups would steal them and use them against the 
government. Even if there was a soldier who wanted to attack Jews, he 
would not have been able to find a grenade. 

The Darkness 

In January, the sun sets at 5: IS PM. At 7 PM it is completely dark, 
and it is difficult to distinguish clearly between military uniforms and 
regular civilian clothes. Moreover, when the grenade was thrown, it hit an 
electrical cable and cut it. The broken cable electrocuted a Jewish teenager 
and killed him instantly. 

Immediately, there was a blackout in the entire sector. Only then did 
the grenade explode. This is explained in a book published by the Israeli 
Defense Ministry, Road in the Desert by Yosef Me'ir (Me-'ever la-midbar, 
Ma'arakhot, 1973). In addition to the natural darkness, any person who 
has experienced the sudden transition from light to total darkness knows 
there is a temporary blindness that lasts a few seconds. How then is it 
possible that the injured man (whom Ben-Porat quotes) could see the man 
who threw the grenade and his uniform? 

500 Deaf and Mutes 

At the time of the attack, there were over 500 people in and around 
the synagogue. If the injured man saw the attacker and the incoming 
projectile, he would have instinctively yelled, even if he thought it was a 
stone. None of those who were present told the police during the 
investigation about the soldier in uniform or any other person. None of 
these details was corroborated by the testimony of the witnesses who were 
at the synagogue, including those who were injured. 

The I nvestigator's Files 

In the police files on the investigation of the attack on the Masouda 
Shem-Tov Synagogue, there is nothing whatsoever regarding witnesses 
who gave a description of the attacker. 

The Magistrate 

Ben-Porat claims that no magistrate came to collect the injured man's 
testimony before it was too late. This claim is absurd, since a police file 
was immediately opened on the case. Nothing could have been simpler 
than to telephone the police station in charge of the investigation and ask 
for a detective to come and record the testimony of a "dying witness." If 
there was real need of a magistrate, it would have been easy to get one, if 
a reward was involved. Ben-Porat is certainly no stranger to bribery, since it 
was the way he often dealt with police and military officers. (See Road in the 
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Desert, op. cit.) He knew it would have been possible to mobilize a 
magistrate at any time of the day or the night for a mere 50 Dinars, and 
he often talked about it. (See also To the Gallows, by Yehuda Atlas ('Ad 
amud ha-teliyah, Yerushalayim, 1972). 

Since anything was possible at that time when the amount of money 
was right, Ben-Porat's claim is weak and baseless. His allegation that a 
magistrate came two hours after the man died is just as ridiculous. In 
those days, any Baghdad magistrate would have come immediately 
because he would know that when Jews called, money would be made. If a 
magistrate arrived thirty minutes after the man died, it is because the 
magistrate was called in very late-if he was called at all when the man was 
alive. 

BEN-PORAT'S CLAI M #3: 

The Men of El- istiklal 

Yaakov Azachi who is now a dentist in (the Israeli town of) B'nai 
Brak tells about the bombs that had been placed on the roof of the 
building Suk El-Amana in Baghdad where he once had his practice. 
The first floor was used as a market, and the second floor was for 
craftsmen. His practice was in one of these spaces, and he was the 
only Jew in the mall; all the rest were Arabs. 

One morning, Azachi recounts, a youth who was working as an 
apprentice for a neighboring tailor said there were bombs on the 
roof of the building. The dentist's son climbed on the roof and 
confirmed that bombs were indeed there. Azachi informed an Arab 
dignitary of his friends, who in turn called the police. The police 
investigated and eventually arrested all those who placed the 
bombs there. They were members of the El- 1 stiklal party. Most 
members of this opposition party had just returned from the war 
front with I srael. 

I have never met Dr. Azachi whom Ben-Porat quotes, but there is 
something obviously missing in his statement. There is no mention of 
when Azachi's son saw the items on the roof of the Suk El-Amana building. 
Also, the age of his son is not mentioned, nor it is clear if the son was 
knowledgeable about this type of ammunition and whether he could 
distinguish between a mortar shell and the jacket of an artillery shell or an 
aerial bomb. It is inconceivable that a soldier who fought in the Palestine 
war and who knows the penalty he incurs by stealing military supplies or 
ammunition would take such a risk. 

Even if such a soldier existed who possessed ammunition or bombs, it 
makes no sense that he would expose them on a rooftop to be seen by 
anyone. The building in question is much lower than adjacent buildings, 
and during summer monthsl Baghdad residents usually sleep on rooftops. 

It is reasonable to assume that what was left on the rooftop of Suk 
El-Amana were empty shells or mortar capsules that had been brought by 
soldiers from the war in Palestine as souvenirs. As for the Baghdad police, 
it must be mentioned that not one single man was trained as a demolition 
expert. Policemen were usually trained to use rifles or machine guns. If 
these were indeed bombs, no policeman would have gone. Instead, the 
army would have been called, since it had demolition experts. The police 
force had a few explosive experts, but they were trained to blow up 
obstacles or bunkers, not to handle or defuse them. 
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Until the attack on the Cafe Dar El-Beyda on April 8, 1950, there was 
no record in Iraq's history of terrorist acts using hand grenades or 
explosives. There had been one isolated case when a bomb was. placed 

under a train carrying British troops to avenge the deaths of soldiers killed 
at Falluja by British airplanes on May 19, 1941. But since then, the 

successive regimes have been extremely strict in guarding army or police 

armories, even in. times of war. Furthermore, some soldiers returning from 
the front in Palestine (in the Jenine area) have claimed they were to 
receive no new rounds of ammunition unless they returned the spent 
jackets of previous rounds. If this is true for bullets, then it must also be 
true for mortar shells or hand grenades. 

Azachi has claimed that the police came and (easily) took the bombs. 

I f this was true, then they must have been the empty jackets of mortar or 
artillery shells. These events took place a year after the war in Palestine 
was over, and some soldiers could have brought back such items as 

mementos or to impress their friends and families, as do soldiers 
anywhere else. It is not uncommon to see them used as lamp stands in 
living rooms all over the world. 

As for the positions of H izb El- 1 stiklal, the point Ben-Porat makes 
shows his total ignorance of Iraqi political parties. This is not a surprise. 
Mordechai Ben-Porat was born Murad Kissas in Baghdad in 1923. Fie left for 
Palestine in 1945, a year before numerous changes occurred in Iraq 
politics. Among other things, the Iraqi authorities allowed political parties 
to form and to publish their own organs. 

The El- 1 stiklal party was among the first parties to publish a journal 
that labeled the Jews as the fifth column and demanded their deportation 
from Iraq. It was a jingoistic party with strong fascist leanings. It was 
supported and financed by the Iraqi feudalists who opposed any kind of 
agrarian reform, as well as the British who saw it as a barrier to 
communism. 

The following is a sample from the speeches of members of the 
El- 1 stiklal party during the deliberations in the Iraqi Parliament concerning 
the law that allowed the Jews to live in Iraq if they renounced Iraqi 
citizenship (March 5-10, 1950): 

I propose that the pending law include clauses that would solve 
all our problems and get us rid of this cancer (i.e., the Jews) (M.P. 
Faik El-Samarai) . 

In my opinion, all Jews should be deported from Iraq, with the 
exception of the old or the very young (M.P. Ismael Ghanim). 

These quotes have been taken from the minutes of the Iraqi 
Parliament 1949-50 (pages 142- 144). Furthermore, the organ of the 
El- 1 stiklal party, Liwa El- 1 stiklal published the following after the law of 
denaturalization was enacted: 

The Jews are a foreign element in this land, whether by their 
feelings or by their conduct (#1221, March 11, 1950). 

Given what has been said above, the El-I stiklal party did not object to 
the departure of the J ews from I raq as Ben-Porat claims. In fact it favored 
such a development. One can even say without being extreme that the 
positions of this party fitted exactly Ben-Porat's designs in Iraq. There is 
no basis whatsoever to assign the blame to FH izb El-I stiklal on the 
bombings of the Jewish institutions in Iraq. Therefore Ben-Porat's claims 
must be dismissed as out of hand. 
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BEN-PORAT'S CLAI M #4: 

The Iraqi government wants all the Jews out and accelerates 
the rate Of immigration. 

What Ben-Porat claims is correct, but he omits to present the context 
in which this decision was made, thus giving it a totally different meaning. 
On February 2, 1951, the second session of the Iraqi cabinet convened 
and discussed the slow pace of Jewish emigration from Iraq, despite the 
accelerated rate of registration of those who wished to give up their Iraqi 
citizenship. This was in response to the demands of the airline that was 
carrying the Jews to Israel. The Near East Air Transport Company 
complained to the Prime minister that routing the flights though Cyprus 
caused delays and slowed the pace of immigration. Hence it was resolved 
at the cabinet session as follows: 

Clause #5 of the flight agreement states that the planes 
departing from Baghdad may not land in a country that has no 
diplomatic relations with Iraq. Since this clause is slowing the pace 
of the emigration of the Jews, and since the government wishes to 
speed up the exodus as much as possible, and since it is in the 
interest of the public to see to it that denaturalized Jews leave the 
country as soon as possible, the Iraqi cabinet has decided to 
approve the proposal under which the Near East Air Transport 
Company could pursue its flights without being obligated to take its 
passengers to a pre-approved destination as long as its planes 
stop over in Nicosia, Cyprus on their return to Iraq. 

On March 19, 1951, about a week after this cabinet decision, a bomb 
was thrown at the American Cultural Center in Baghdad. Immediately after 
the attack, the Iraqi cabinet debated the slow pace of emigration. The 
cabinet was on the verge of signing a treaty that would put Iraq under 
Britain's dominion. Circumstances dictated quiet and serenity in the 
country, not bombs. During the talks between Ronald Barnett, the manager 
of the Near East Air Transport Company (a disguised Israeli airline), 

Shlomo Hillel and Prime Minister Nouri El-Said, the latter proposed to 
accelerate the pace of immigration, and he did so for various reasons. 

The first reason was his desire to get rid as soon as possible of 
communist Jews, many of whom held strong views against the British and 
stirred the youth into protests against the government. At that time, jails 
and prisons were packed with young Jews, mostly communists. The second 
reason was financial. Nouri El-Said's son, Sabah El-Said, was the owner of 
an airline and he wanted this company to profit from flying Jews out of 
Iraq. Sabah's airline was in dire straits, and generated a meager income 
with its limited destinations, (See Road in the Desert, by Yosef Me'ir, 
Me-'ever la- midbar, Malarakhot, 1973). 

There is no connection between the attack on the American Cultural 
Center and the resolution of the government to liberalize the flights of 
Jewish immigrants. However, a similarity must be noted between this 
attack and one perpetrated against the American Cultural Center in Cairo 
at the same time. In both locations, leaflets written in a communist and 
anti-American style were handed out to camouflage the true identity of 
those who committed the crime. The saboteurs, all Mossad agents, were 
captured in Cairo. To cover its tracks, the Israeli Prime Minister of the time, 
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Moshe Sharett immediately began a major campaign of defamation 
against this "blood libel" (Lavon Affair). 

BEN-PORAT'S CLAI M # 5: 

The I raqi police Captures Taggar and Ben-Porat 

On May 22, 1951, Israel received a message announcing that Taggar 
and Ben-Porat had disappeared and that the Iraqi Police detained seven 
workers of the immigration System. Nevertheless, and despite the fact that 
most of those responsible for emigration were under detention, On the 
night of J une 5, 1951, an explosive charge was tossed between the front of 
Stanley Shashua's building and the Al-Rafidayn Bank and caused partial 
damage to the front of the building. 

With this claim, Ben-Porat is trying to persuade his accusers that he 
was locked up at the time of the bombing, and therefore, it had to be 
someone else who did it. Indeed a bomb exploded on the night of June 9, 
1951 near the Stanley Shashua and Bank El-Rafidayn, and not on the 
night of June 5, 1951, as Ben-Porat claims. 

A bomb did explode on the night of June 5, 1951, but it was at a 
different site, between the offices of the Baghdad Times and the department 
store Mayo. What matters here is not the location, but the date and how it 
relates to the time when Ben-Porat was under detention. 

Ben-Porat (a.k.a. Murad Kissas, Nissim Moshe, Zaki Habib ... ) had 
previously been arrested twice in Basra due to his carelessness, or more 
precisely because of his excessive irresponsibility, his obstinacy, his 

boundless arrogance, and his failure to consider the long-term 
consequences. According to Yosef Me'ir (code-named "Yehoshafat") who 
was one of the pillars of the Zionist underground in Iraq, Ben-Porat was 

arrested on June 29, 1950, after he was found at the house of a 

Movement member when the police came to conduct a search (Road in the 
Desert, op. cit. ) . He was released on J uly 5, 1950. 

At that time a drunken motorcyclist ran into Ben-Porat's car. He was so 
aggravated, he beat up the man. A military officer who was passing by 
stopped him. The dispute escalated between Ben-Porat and the officer, 
who became offended and took him to a police station where a complaint 
was lodged against him. Ben-Porat was released after posting bail, 

pending the trial. 

On May 22, 1951, Ben-Porat was arrested again in the department 
store Orosdi-Back, with Yehuda Taggar. Ben-Porat was released on bail on 

May 28. The next day he showed up in court for the motorcycle case. The 
judge decided to detain him, but another judge interceded and ordered his 
release. But he escaped on J une 2nd, just as he was going to be released. 

A Brief Comparison 

It is worth comparing the dates of Ben-Porat's detention with the dates 
of the attacks. Lo and behold! When he was detained, no bomb went off, 
not even an explosive charge. It can even be stated that the attacks 
occurred only when he was at large. As for the explosive charge that blew 
up near the Stanley Shashua Company, Ben-Porat claims that it occurred 
on the night of June 5, 1951, although it really occurred on the night of 
J une 9, 1951. 

From June 5-9, 1951, Ben-Porat was at large. On June 2nd, he 
escaped from the police guards who were escorting him through Suk 
El-Shorja, a crowded marketplace. After June 9th, he sought refuge with 
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friends until he was smuggled out of the country on June 16th, and 
departed to Israel. Hence there is no ground for his claim. From the course 
of events and looking at the dates of his incarceration, it seems plausible 
that Ben-Porat was able to carry out the attacks. 

It is interesting to note that even though thousands of Jews had 
already left Iraq, legally or otherwise, once Ben-Porat departed and after 
the police rounded up his associates, the bombing ceased. 

Timetable of the Explosions 

After reviewing the large number of books dealing with this topic, one 
finds that many authors are mistaken about the timing of the explosions. 
In her book, Prophets in Babylon: Jews in the Arab World ( London- Boston: 
Faber and Faber, 1980), Marion Woolfson states that the first bomb 
exploded at the American Cultural Center of Baghdad on March 19, 1950. 
All books published in Israel by the Defense Ministry or commissioned by 
the Jewish Agency agree on the timing of the first bomb. Following is a 
chronology of the attacks: 

First attack: April 8, 1950. A hand grenade was hurled on a crowd 
of J ews who were celebrating Passover at Cafe Dar El-Beyda. 

Second attack: J une 3, 1950. A grenade was thrown from a 
speeding car in ElBatawin neighborhood in Baghdad. 

Third attack: J anuary 14, 1951. A hand grenade was tossed at 
the Masouda ShemTov Synagogue. 

Fourth attack: March 19, 1951. A hand grenade exploded in the 
American Cultural Center of Baghdad. 

Fifth attack: May 9-10, 1951. A hand grenade exploded near the 
offices of the Beit Lawee Company. 

Sixth attack: June 5-6, 1951. A charge exploded between the 
offices of the Baghdad Times and the Mayo department store. 

Seventh attack: June 9-10, 1951. A charge exploded between 

the Stanley Shashua Agency and Bank Al-Rafidayn. 

The seventh attack was the final one. The police recovered shrapnel 
after the explosion and compared it to the explosive materials found in 

the caches of the Zionist movement, after Shalom Salih Shalom was 
arrested. The explosives were identical. The same was found with respect 
to the detonator that the police found during the investigation. 

Timing of the attacks and the rate of Jewish immigration refutes 

completely the libel that it was Jews who tossed the bombs in order to 

speed up the exodus. If not the Jews, who tossed the bombs in Baghdad? 
Ben-Porat claims that: 

1. Agents of Hizb El- 1 stiklal, a party that opposed the departure of 

Jews and that caused trouble to blacken Nouri El-Said's name, 
tossed the bombs. After the police failed to find those who were 
responsible, it picked on the Jews, and especially those of the 
underground movement. 


156 


Naeim Gl LADI : Ben-Gurion's Scandals 


2. Since Nouri El-Said wanted to prove he was a patriot in the wake 
of the resolution to allow the Jews to emigrate from Iraq, he wanted 
to distract the public opinion by holding trials against the Jews. 
Therefore he decided to pick on the members of the underground 
during the last stages of Operation Ezra and Nehemia. Nouri El-Said 
managed to capture the attention of the media and the public 
opinion for more than eight months. Yosef Basri and Shalom Salih, 
may they rest in peace, were the victims of intrigues and 
maneuvers that were supposed to serve the needs of political 
struggles in I raq. 

Again Ben-Porat accused the members of El- 1 stiklal of being behind 
the attacks against Jewish institutions in Baghdad, as he claimed before 
(claim #3). But again, he is misleading. 

1. Ben-Porat's claim that El- 1 stiklal wanted to blacken Nouri 
El-Said's name is absurd. El- 1 stiklal strongly backed Nouri El-Said 
policies. Together, they stood to preserve the interests of the rich 
landowners and opposed the leftists. 

2. When the military government was formed early in 1948 after 
the tumultuous demonstrations against the Portsmouth Pact and 
abolition of all parties, Hizb El-I stiklal was the only party authorized 
by the government because it was in agreement with the line traced 
by Salih jabr and Nouri El-Said. 

3. The claim that Nouri El-Said held trials against the Jews to prove 
his patriotism after he allowed Iraqi Jews to leave the country is 
completely baseless. Nouri El-Said was himself in favor of a military 
alliance with Israel and Turkey (see Samuel Segev's The Iranian 
Triangle, New York: The Free Press, 1988). 

Nouri El-Said was not hostile to Jews. Many of his friends were Jewish 
and his son was living in an Israeli kibbutz with his Jewish wife. He himself 
claimed to be the scion of a Rumanian Jewess who was given to his 

grandfather Loulou Aga by the Turks after the Iranians killed his wife. Nouri 
El-Said's greatest fear was the rise in strength of the communists (see 
Hayyim J. Cohen's Pe'ilut ha- Tsiyonit be-'lrak, Zionist Activities in Iraq, 
Jerusalem: Ha-Sifriyah ha-Tsiyonit, 1969) and his decision to push the Jews 
out of Iraq was raised a number of times with British representatives (see 
Shlomo Hillel's Ruah Kadim, Tel Aviv: Eastern Wind, Misrad ha'bitahon, 

1985). 

Immediately after the law of denaturalization was passed, Nouri 
El-Said and Ronald Barnett, the manager of the Near East Air Transport 

Company discussed the possibility of accelerating the exodus of Jews by 
flying them directly to Israel. He then pressed the Iraqi cabinet to allow the 
planes of the Near East Air Transport Company to fly its planes directly 
from Baghdad to Lod Airport in Israel, thus avoiding the costly and 
time-consuming layover in Cyprus. He even proposed his son's (Sabah) 

airline to help in the transfer of Jews. 

Moreover, Nouri El-Said suggested to King Abdullah of Jordan to allow 
Iraqi army trucks to carry Jews across Jordan to Israel (see Road in the 
Desert, op. cit. ) . In his research (pp. 192-222), Pr. Sudai alluded to a 
secret agreement between Nouri El-Said's cabinet and Israel regarding the 
exchange of population or "transfer" of Iraqi Jews and their property in 
exchange for the Palestinian refugees and their property. 

When U.S. American Secretary of State John Foster Dulles visited 
Baghdad in May 1953, Nouri El-Said expressed to him that he was ready to 
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absorb a certain number of refugees or accept compensation payment and 
border modifications. If this could be arranged, Nouri El-Said said the Arab 
World would then lift its economic boycott against Israel and would be 
ready to discuss UN Resolution 181 of November 29, 1947, and establish 
normal relations with Israel (see Najdat Fathi Safwat's Al-lraq fi mudhakkirat 
al-diblumasiyin al-ajanib (Iraq in the Memoirs of Foreign Diplomats), Saida: 
Al-Maktabah al-Asriyah, 1969], 

The claim that Shalom Salih Shalom and Yosef Basri were victims of 
the intrigues of the I raqi regime is totally preposterous. All of the accused 
were members of Fla'shura and were given fair trials. They were even given 
civilian trials, which is extraordinary, under the circumstances. If this had 
happened in Israel, its "democratic" government would surely have tried 
them in a military court. 

The trials of Shalom Salih Shalom and Yosef Bash and their associates 
lasted three months and were transcribed on hundreds of pages. Every one 
of the accused was given the opportunity to hire a defense lawyer and 
speak for themselves. It is true that some of the people arrested were 
given lengthy sentences while others were acquitted. It is also true that 
some were tortured. 

Israel also tortures its prisoners. It is not uncommon in Israel that 
accused people are denied any contact with their families. It is sometimes 
the case of Jewish convicts, such as was the case of Mordechai (Motke) 
Kedar. In Baghdad, the trials were about bomb attacks, and involved the 
discovery of eleven caches in which the police found 33 submachine guns, 
97 cartridges for submachine guns, 436 hand British-made grenades, 
25,000 rounds of ammunition for submachine guns and tens of thousands 
of rounds for regular handguns. 

They also found 32 knives and daggers, chemicals to manufacture 

Molotov cocktails, explosives charges as well as hundreds of detonators 
and delay switches. This enormous amount of weapons and ammunition 

was found in eleven caches. Reliable sources have estimated there were at 
least thirty such caches in Baghdad alone. 

The trials lasted for 26 lengthy sessions. The court acquitted Salim 

Khabaza (Yosef's brother) and his mother. Three young women were 
sentenced to five months in jail, but were released for time served. Fuad 
Salih, Abraham Karkouli, Shaur Yehezkel, Abraham Yehezkel, Yaakov 
Shamia, Ezra Ramin, Fuad Nathan and Yitzhak Sitti were each given five 
years in prison. Robert Flenry Rodney was given five years and Yehuda 
Taggar was given a life sentence. Shalom Salih Shalom and Yosef Basri 

were sentenced to death. 

One can only wonder what an Israeli military court would have done if 
Arabs were found in possession of such a quantity of weapons, ammunition 
and military maps, let alone if a convict confessed and revealed the names 
of his associates, as in Rodney's case. 

Another Claim by Ben-Porat 

In addition to the claims that Ben-Porat advanced in his binder in 
order to repel the accusations against him and which he denies flat out, he 
voiced yet another claim. But he did not dare to include it in his binder. Fie 
claimed to Yediot Aharonot (April 1966) that the confessions of the accused 
were completely false because they were obtained under torture. In this 
regard, it is only sufficient to hear what a number of public figures from the 
Iraqi community have to say. It so happens that these people are 
members and activists in the Mapai party to which Ben-Porat also belongs. 
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One of these dignitaries, Kaddouri El-Waya of Or Yehuda, wrote a letter to 
Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion and the justice Minister, asking them to 
open an authoritative investigation on the trials of Baghdad. He wrote: 

In my view the trial was not staged. For instance, weapons were 
discovered in the house of the Khabaza family. At first, Salim 
Khabaza and his mother were arrested. But they were later released 
because they were able to convince the court that it was Yosef 
Khabaza who had hid the weapons before he escaped to Israel. In 
this instance, even if weapons have been found in their house, the 
court decided to acquit them of all charges. They are now in Israel. 

Sassoon Sadik was one of those who was questioned. He had 
lived and served in Palestine before 1948 for seven years before 
returning to his native Iraq. The police released him after questioning 
him, even though Yosef Basri was captured in his house. Had the trial 
been staged, he would have been certainly convicted, if only because 
he lived in Israel for a long time. The trial was given wide coverage in 
the local and foreign press and the transcripts were published daily. 
After examining the evidence, hearing the witnesses and lengthy 
deliberation, the court determined that the bomb attacks had been 
the work of agents of the Zionist movement in Iraq. 

Do we have a priori to show hostility to the findings of the Iraqi 
court ? Do we have to dismiss them out of hand just because an Iraqi 
said it? It seems to me that the findings of the court call for an 
investigation that the government should conduct and establish: 

• Who threw the bombs? 

• Who gave the orders to throw them? 

• What were the motives? 

Kaddouri El- Waya's stance on the I raqi trial was shared and supported 
by all the J ewish attorneys who emigrated from Iraq. They also agree that 
the Iraqi court reached the right conclusion, i.e., that the bombs were 
indeed thrown by members of the Zionist underground. The attorneys 
objected to the methods used by the Iraqi police, but they all felt the court 

proceedings were conducted with due process and were not staged (Ha'olarn 

Haze, May 25, 1966). 

Kaddouri El-Waya was a respected member of the Or Yehuda town 
council, a Mapai activist and a vibrant member of the Iraqi immigrant 
community. Although he was a fierce opponent of his fellow party member 
Ben-Porat, he reviewed what had happened in Baghdad, and refuted Ben- 
Porat's claims in his letter to Prime Minister and the justice Minister. He 
closed it by requesting that the government form a judicial commission of 
inquiry in order to check the matter in an authoritative manner. Ha'olarn 
Haze published excerpts of El-Waya's letter, but the alternative press 
published it in full. His letter is a precious document, and leaves nothing 
else to be said. Here are other excerpts: 

The events that shook Iraq in 1951 need a thorough 

investigation and study. Many of those who took part in these 

events are still among us, and it would be easy to question them 
and find out what really happened. To avoid misunderstandings, I 
wish to say at the outset that I do not intend (heaven forbid!) to 
desecrate the memory of those who have been executed in 
Baghdad. I obviously express my disgust with the death penalty 
that was inflicted on them. On the other hand, the severe penalties 
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they received do not mean that the facts that led to their conviction 
had been falsified and that their confessions were false. 

A very serious charge has been leveled against Iraqi courts. To 
the best of my knowledge and understanding, the court attempted 
to exhaust the matter in full. Mr. Mordechai Ben-Porat who had 
been sent by the Israeli government to direct the Movement in Iraq 
has argued in Yediot Aharonot that the guilty verdict was based on 
false confessions given under torture and therefore cannot be 
trusted. 

Being well acquainted with the Iraqi Courts, and having 
personally known the judges who conducted the trials, I disagree 
completely with Mr. Ben-Porat's version of events. In my opinion 
the trials were not staged at all ... what needs to be scrutinized is 
how the affairs of the Movement were conducted. Were they run 
carelessly, even with criminal negligence to the cost of human 
lives? 

Why was Taggar sent to Baghdad? 

Yehuda Taggar came to Iraq to replace Mordechai Ben-Porat. 
As was noted, when he entered the Orosdi-Back department store, 
a Palestinian refugee who had known him in Palestine exposed 
Taggar accidentally. After he was identified, Taggar managed to 
distract the refugee and left the store without trouble. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Taggar returned to the same store a week later with Mordechai 
Ben-Porat. This time, his luck ran out and both men were caught 
and arrested. 

Ben-Porat was lucky and was released on bail (again this is a 
testimony that not everything is rotten and corrupt in Iraq's legal 
system). He then had the opportunity to flee from Iraq. 

After Taggar's arrest, some time passed before the other 
members of theMovement were also arrested. I want to emphasize 
that they were not arrested immediately. Why were they not 
warned? Why were they not directed to leave Iraq, or at least keep 
a low profile until things had calmed down? Why were their names 
not kept secret? Why did everyone know everything about the whole 
network? Had they been forewarned, perhaps things would have 
ended differently. Such a negligent comment led to the exposure of 
the entire network and requires a thorough investigation. Why was 
it decided to replace Ben-Porat ? Why was Taggar sent to Iraq ? 

A conflict broke out between the local movement members 
and Ben-Porat. The movement members argue that Ben-Porat and 
those who aided him dominated everyone else. They claimed that 
Ben-Porat had turned into a dictator who did not take into account 
other people's views. The late Yehezkel Shem-Tov who was the 
head of the Jewish community in Iraq sent an emissary to Israel 
and asked that Ben-Porat be replaced. He argued that the 
Ben-Porat and his gang were damaging immigration efforts, the 
immigrants themselves, and were going to further endanger the 
lives of the J ews who chose to stay in I raq. 

In the period in question, there were a total of seven bomb 
attacks, all in sites where Jews congregated. One of them was 
tossed at the American Cultural Center in Baghdad. The bombs 
were thrown every time Jews stopped signing up to renounce their 
citizenship in order to emigrate, and after each bombing, the drive 
to register accelerated again. The bombs that were thrown 
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increased the panic of Iraqi Jews, since they were told that 
Jew-haters had tossed the bombs. The most serious case was the 
bombing outside of the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue, where a 
Jewish boy was killed. Salim Kaddouri who now lives in Israel 
suffered injury to an eye. This act is particularly serious since at 
that synagogue, there were, at any given day, no less than 2,000 
Jews at a time waiting to immigrate. It was only a stroke of luck 
that a much bigger catastrophe did not happen. 

Mr. Ben- Porat stated to Yediot Aharonot that the recent whispers 
and accusations leveled against him and his colleagues as being 
responsible for the bombings were instigated for political reasons. 

I hereby declare, as an Iraqi Jew who is familiar with Iraqi 
Jewry and active in it, that these charges surfaced immediately after 
the trial in Iraq, and that Mr. Ben-Porat and his colleagues were 
publicly accused in Israel by a number of Israeli Jews as early as 
1955, when Ben-Porat presented himself to become mayor of Or 
Yehuda. The statements and declarations of Mordechai Ben-Porat 
and Yehuda Taggar are completely at odds with the findings of the 
Iraqi court. These revelations must not be overlooked. 

The matter requires an investigation. Today no one is at risk 
any more and all those who were involved have immigrated in 
Israel. It is out of respect and appreciation for the men who went to 
the gallows as a result of assignments they were ordered to carry 
out that a thorough study must be completed by a responsible and 
objective body. (Ha'olam Haze, #1496, May 25, 1966) 

Someone Had to Act 

One man who did not hide behind vague innuendos is Shimon 
Mendes, in an article for Ha'aretz titled, "The immigration from Iraq and the 
Israeli Government." Mendes is an expert in the history of Iraq who is 
writing a doctoral dissertation at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He 
wrote: 


The Israeli government had the opportunity to rescue some 
130,000 Jews and to improve the demographic situation of the 
State of Israel. Iraqi Jewry faced a leadership crisis in those days. 
Whether they did not know what to do or whether they did not wish 
to risk assuming responsibility for any initiative, the leaders of the 
community remained silent. 

Someone had to act, and they took the right action at the right 
time. For only an operation such as Esek-Bish (botched affair, 
fiasco) would have brought them to Israel. 

Anyone who knows anything about politics in general, and who 
follows political developments in Israel in particular, has heard 
about Esek-Bish for a long time. But to some, seeing it as a 
botched affair would be unfair to Ben-Gurion and would desecrate 
the memory of Shalom Salih and Yosef Basri... (Ha'olam Haze, 
#1500). 

The two opposing views are again presented. Which one is 
correct? The Israeli government must give a clear answer. At least 
for the two whose memorial will be unveiled in two weeks. (Haolam 
Haze, April 27, 1966 and May 25, 1966) 
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Another Example 

One day in July 1952, six months after the execution of Yosef Basri 
and Shalom Salih Shalom, the daily newspaper Davar (then organ of Mapai 
and today organ of the Labor Party) published an article written by 
Abraham Shpadron (Sharon) as follows: 

I shall not be ashamed to confess that, if I had power as I have 
the will, I would select a score of efficient young men, intelligent, 
decent, devoted to our ideal and burning with the desire to help 
redeem Jews, and I would send them to the countries where Jews are 
absorbed in sinful self- satisfaction. The task of these young men 
would be to disguise themselves into non-Jews, and, acting according 
to brutal Zionism, plague these Jews with anti-Semitic labels, such as 
"Bloody Jews!" or "Jews, go to Palestine!" and similar intimacies. I can 
vouch that the results, in terms of considerable immigration to Israel 
from these countries would be ten thousand times larger than the 
results brought by thousands of emissaries who have been preaching 
to deaf ears for decades." (Davar, July 11, 1952). 

Who Wants the Book to Disappear? 

In addition to my desire to find out as much as possible about my 

friend Yosef Basri who was executed, I became very curious about the 

disappearance of a certain book. 

In 1955, several lawyers and I began to look for avenues to secure 
the rights to the property left behind in Iraq by departing Jews. I went to 
numerous counsels looking for advice on how to go about it. In the course 
of my consultations, the subject of the trials in Baghdad often came up. It 
is also then that I first heard of a book that described the trials. I heard 
that it had been written in Arabic and its English translation was soon to be 
published in London. I waited for two years, but the book was never 
published. 

In November 1980, while I was traveling in the United States, I 

attempted to find the book in Arabic. A veteran Israeli of American origin 
told me that American public libraries have every book ever written. I 

looked in all the libraries that carried Arabic books, but it was nowhere to 
be found. 

At last, in July 1982, a friend in Washington, D.C. located the book for 
me. Four months later when I went to America on a lecture tour with 
Knesset member Charlie Bitton, I could finally lay my hands and my eyes 
on the precious book. As soon as I started to flip through the pages, I 

immediately understood why it was so rare to find, even in Iraq. 

The book is titled Samm Al-Lafaa Al-Sahioniya (The Venom of the Zionist 
Viper). It was published in 1953 by Al-Jamiah Printers in Baghdad and 
written by 'Abd Al-Jabbar Fahmi, a police officer who was assigned to 

investigate the case. The book is a diary of sorts, of the court sessions on 
the sabotage and espionage network cases. 

I n more than 500 pages, the author describes the confessions of the 
suspects to the police, their statements in court, the evidence, testimony 
of the witnesses, the charge sheets and the claim of the defense. The 

book is illustrated with the photos of the suspects as they were recreating 
their acts in the courtroom, in presence of the leaders of the Jewish 
community. Unfortunately, due to the poor quality of the paper, I could not 
make photocopies of the crumbling pages. All I could do was read the 

book and copy by hand what seemed interesting or desirable. 
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After I finished reading the book, it became obvious to me that only 
the Israeli government would have an interest in seeing the book 
disappear and in keeping the Israeli public from finding out about its 
contents. After all, in the past 37 years, only the Israeli government 
opposed a judicial commission of inquiry that would bring this affair to 

light. 

The Court Dossier 

At the time I was examining The Venom of the Zionist Viper, a long-time 
friend in the United States offered to help me. He had heard about my 
research on the Baghdad trials and the difficulties in obtaining resourceful 
information. One of his in-laws, an American citizen, was about to fly to 
Saudi Arabia where he worked for an oil company. On his way, he was 
planning to stop over for a few days in Baghdad. I asked him to collect as 
much Iraqi official documents on the trials as he could. 

I was aware that there were separate files on each of the three 

different cases (bombings, espionage and illegal organizing). But I did not 
know how many files there were for each separate case. The traveler 

agreed to make photocopies of the three files. Not wanting to arouse 

suspicion, he sought the assistance of an influential official. When he was 
granted access to the archives where the files were stored, he was told they 
had been badly damaged by fire during the coup that brought Abd El-Karim 
Kassim to power in 1958. He photocopied whatever he could, sometimes 
portions of pages and mailed the outcome (hundreds of pages) to his 
relative in America who handed them to me. What I was able to extract 
from the pile of the court documents has helped me in writing this book. 

Evidence in Writing: More on the Missing Book 

Previously we have noted that in the days preceding the trials, the 
Iraqi government and Zionist movement shared a common goal: ousting 

the Jews from Iraq. But the Iraqi government was not willing to let this 
happen if it would cause the collapse of the country's economy. Despite the 
nauseating atmosphere it created around the Iraqi Jews, the government 
still maintained excellent relations with Jewish owners of capital. The latter 
formed a class that shared many interests with the rulers. In fact, the 
government even took action to reverse its prior policy regarding the ban 
on delivering licenses of import/export to Jewish merchants, and lifted 
other obstacles. 

Hence, it can be concluded that the government could not have opted 

for bombings in order to achieve its goals of seeing the Jews depart. It 
knew that panic would lead to a mass departure of Jews, and with them, 
the flight of capital and other resources. All this would cause the collapse of 
the country's economy, as it so happened. 

However, the Zionist movement in Iraq and the Israeli agents who ran 

it were prepared to do anything in order to achieve their goals. Their 

objective was to bring about the exodus of all Iraqi Jews before March 8, 
1951, at any cost. This stance of the Zionist movement was known to 

anyone who had any connection with its leaders, and was an open secret in 
those years. The motto was: "TO LEAVE ON Tl ME, AT ANY COST." 

Many books have been written about the history of the Zionist 

movement in Iraq, and some have discussed Iraqi Jewry in depth. They 

generally treated the question of immigration either as a primary or a 

secondary issue, but they all overlooked the bombings and their 

perpetrators. Yet it is possible to dig into what little has been written to find 
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the bitter reason for this. In his book Pe'ilut ha-Tsiyonit be-lrak (The Zionist 
Activities in Iraq, Jerusalem: Ha-Sifriyah ha-Tsiyonit, 1969), Hayyim J. 

Cohen wrote in page 199: 

This chapter is being written sketchily, as it is impossible to 
discuss the matter in detail without assuming the risk of bringing 
up things one had better keep silent about. 

To what risk is he alluding? After all, in 1959, ten years before the 
book was published, all the actors in this affair were in Israel. No response 
is given to this question except a thundering silence. Hayyim J. Cohen 
actually confirms this in page 201: 

On the streets, the prevailing view was that the Haganah is the 
one who tossed the bombs, so as to blacken Iraq's name. 

Cohen further confirms that after each bombing, the number of those 
departing Iraq grew in a dramatic fashion: 

The Iraqi government's version holds that those who tossed 
the bombs were Jews who were members of the underground 
wishing to blacken Iraq's image and to pressure the Jews to rush 
and give up their citizenship, and in particular, to pressure the 
Israeli government to speed up the evacuation of the Jews from 
Iraq. The evidence this researcher possesses at this time does not 
make it possible to determine with accuracy who tossed the bombs 
and why, but it can be said that after January 14, 1951 (Masouda 
Shem-Tov attack), the Jews did rush to give up their citizenship. 

Cohen in effect confirms the correlation between the bombing and the 
rise of the number of applications to emigrate from Iraq. As for his lack of 
sufficient material to make a determination, his posture makes no sense. 

The Jewish Agency funded the publication of Cohen's book. Although it 
surely wished to put the blame of the bombing on Iraqi Moslems, this 
institution apparently had an interest in seeing the book published; 
otherwise it would not have invested money in it. At Srifin near Ramleh 
(Israel), the Jewish Agency owns gigantic facilities that store all the 
archives relating to immigration from each country, including Iraq. Surely 
Cohen would have found enough resources, had he looked in those 
archives. It is fair to assume that a talented historian such as Hayyirn J. 
Cohen did find plenty of material on these events, but "higher ups" must 
have given him the signal that the material is classified. 

Yosef Me'ir also approached the subject. In page 205 of a book 
published by the Israeli Ministry of Defense, Me-'ever la-midbar: ha-mahteret 
ha-halutsit be-lr'ak (A Road in the Desert, Ma'arakhot, Tel Aviv, 1973), he 
wrote: 


After the grenade was tossed, the pace of emigration from 
Iraq increased. The Near East Air Transport Company, an Israeli 
airline disguised as a European airline, which had flown the Jews of 
Yemen two years earlier (Magic Carpet operation) under the name 
Trans Ocean Air Transport, strove to increase the pace of 
departures to 600-700 individuals every day. 

Yosef Me'ir was himself a leader of the Movement in Iraq which he left 
in late 1949. "Yehoshafat" (his code name) is a broad-minded intellectual 
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who now is employed by the Israeli Ministry of Defense. He wrote another 
book on the immigration of Jews from Yemen. He was awarded the Israel 
Prize for his book on the J ews of I raq, in which he wrote: 

As the exit permission was to expire on March 9, 1951, there 
were rumors that there would be no extension. 

The connection between the fear that the deadline would not be 
extended and the bombing, is crystal clear and leaves no further 
comment. 

Can a J ew Toss a Bomb at Another J ew7 

Yitzhak Bar-Moshe dealt with the exodus of Jews from Iraq in his 
book, The Departure from Iraq: Memories 1945-1950. The Sephardic 

Committee in Jerusalem published this book in Hebrew (Yetsi'at 'Irak: 
Zikhronot mi-shenot 1945-1950, Yerushalayim: Sefaradiyot shel ha-Histadrut 

ha- Tsiyonit ha-olamit, 1977). It was also published in Arabic (Al-Khuruj min 
al- 1 raq: Dhikrayat 1945-1950, Al-Quds: Manshurat Majlis al-Taifah al- 

Safaradiyah, 1975). Bar-Moshe, who knew a great deal about Zionist 
activities in Iraq, expresses in his book the feeling of most Iraqi Jews, 
namely that the bomb attacks were the work of Zionist agents. 

He approaches the subject carefully, and apparently he does not want 
to blacken the name of his colleagues. In page 333 of the Hebrew 
publication, he expresses his thoughts in a dialogue between two Jews who 
are debating the bombings: 

— Who then tossed it (the bomb)? 

— Maybe it was members of the Movement themselves? 

— Are you out of your mind? Why would they do a thing like 
that? 

— Because the registrations to emigrate died down. They want 
to scare the Jews to hurry up and register. Who else could it be? 
Only members of the Movement could. They prod us constantly to 
leave Iraq, no less than anti-Semites or the agents of the 
government. They are in a bad fix after the scandals about the 
registration to emigrate. I cannot believe that a Jew could toss a 
bomb at another Jew. They have a job to do, and they must do it. 
They probably felt they were going to fail. 

Bar-Moshe is an admirable man. I often met him in the editorial 
offices of the Arabic newspaper El-Anba' in Jerusalem. I regularlv read the 
columns of this excellent reporter. He truly is the "voice" of Iraqi Jewry. 

He raised a very pertinent question: "Can a Jew toss a bomb at 
another Jew?" I must admit that before these events, I was equally naive 
until I found out what happened to the ship Patria and that the men of 
Shaul Avi-Gur (Haganah) had sunk her. The sinking resulted in the deaths 
of two hundred and fifty innocent J ews. This tragedy has been described in 
detail by Bracha Habas in his book, The Gate Breakers (New York: T. 
Yoseloff, 1963). 

I f this story was not sufficient to convince me that indeed a Jew could 
toss a bomb at another Jew, I only needed to read the interview that 
General Mordechai Zipori, the former Israeli Minister of Communications 
gave to Yediot Aharonot on October 4, 1985. He said among other things: 
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Zipori: In my 28 years of service, I learned that the army is capable of 
dragging any government, even the strongest and the wisest to do things 
it does not intend to do. You simply have no way of coping with this. 

Question: Has this ever happened in Israel other than during the war 
in Lebanon? 

Zipori: Oh yes! if you go over Israel's military history, you would surely 
find out that it was once proposed that one of our planes be painted in the 
colors of Egypt, and then sent to bomb Israel. This would have made it 
look as if the Egyptians did it. All sorts of ideas and surely there were 
actions too . . . 

This was not said by a "leftist" or by a PLO sympathizer. It was said by 
a former minister, a man who is one of the leaders in the Herut party and 
a reserve general in the IDF. Given what this man has said, there is no 
doubt that J ews could have tossed bombs on other J ews. The man who was 
in charge of the bombings of the Patria was the late Shaul Avi-Gur, the man 
who directed the immigration of J ews from Iraq. 

Testimony of a High-Ranking CIA Man 

Ropes of Sand: Americas Failure in the Middle East (New York: W. W. 
Norton) was published in 1980. It was written by Wilbur Crane Eveland, a 
senior officer in the American Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). Eveland 
was an expert on the peoples of the Middle East before he passed away on 
January 2, 1990, after a bout with cancer. 

At age 17, he joined the Marines and was quickly promoted to do 
intelligence work. During World War II, he was active in several European 
countries. After the war, he returned to the United States and studied 
Arabic. In 1950 he became a military attache at the American embassy in 
Baghdad. In 1953, he started a career in the CIA. 

Ropes of Sand is highly critical of U.S. policies in the Middle East and 
received much publicity because the Cl A opposed its publication with all its 
power. After numerous trials, the courts finally allowed the publication of 
this book in which is mentioned the trial. After I moved to New York City, I 
searched in vain for this book in bookstores and public libraries. In 1984, 1 
managed to find the author's address. He graciously sent me a copy of his 
book with the promise to visit me on his next trip to New York. 

We met in 1988. After a long talk about Baghdad in 1950, we got to 
the issue nearest to my heart: the trial of Baghdad and the way it was 
conducted. 

The following is a summary of the statements of Wilbur Crane Eveland 
to me: 


The Iraqis invited all embassies to send observers to the trials. They 
also invited the leaders of the Baghdad Jewish community. The Iraqis, that 
is, the police and the court, presented to us the weapons they found in the 
secret stockpiles. The truth is that I as well as the other embassy officials 
were stunned by the quantity and quality of the weapons and by the storage 
system. There was enough to equip an entire infantry battalion with many 
submachine guns, ammunition, handguns and hand grenades. 

In court, I believe that during the third session (at any rate not the 
first one) , the defense lawyers of the two main defendants argued that their 
confessions had been obtained by coercion through torture and as such 
should be dismissed. The Presiding judge (it was by the way a civilian 
court), after consulting with his colleagues, said he would like to ask the 
accused a number of questions. He first asked the younger man (Shalom 
Salih Shalom) a few questions, all of which the defendant answered 
affirmatively. 
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The second defendant (Yosef Basri), a lawyer, also replied that he had 
known that the black-gray matter was explosives. His partner Yosef 
(Khabaza) warned him not to touch it because it was dangerous. When he 
was asked why his car was found near the sites of the bombings, he began 
to stutter. In answering the questions of the Presiding judge, both the 
lawyer and the young man said they knew Yosef Khabaza and he had told 
them that it was he who had carried out all the acts of sabotage under the 
orders of Zaki Habib (an alias of Mordechai Ben-Porat). 

The lawyer replied: "True, they probably carried out acts of sabotage 
in order to push the Jews of Iraq to go to Israel." But when asked why and 
for what purpose his name was found in the list of Ha'shura, the branch of 
the Haganah in Baghdad, he began to stutter again and argued that it was 
probably Yosef (Khabaza) who recommended him ... But he said he did not 
take any part in any operation, and he was not a Zionist. 

The judge asked him: "You are an attorney and you know the law. As 
an Iraqi citizen who saw explosives and met a man who claimed that he had 
carried out acts of sabotage, why did you not notify the proper authorities?" 
Again, the defendant began to stutter. 

The judge asked him: "Why did they find traces of explosives in your 
bag? Why were you hiding behind the closet if you had nothing to hide?" 
More stuttering. It was clear that the defendant was facing the gallows. 

Question: "Did the defendants look as if they were tortured?" 

Eveland: "Certainly! They were very broken ... Surely they had been 
badly beaten ... doesn't the Israeli police torture and beat the people it 
suspects?" 

Question: "Were you present at all the trial sessions?" 

Eveland: "No, only to some of them. I was there also at the espionage 
trial. I remember one piece of evidence presented by the state was the 
report of the experts who had examined the letters of an Arabic typewriter 
that was found in one of the synagogues, along with maps and the lists of 
Ha'shura members. The type of letters were found to match exactly those 
on a number of leaflets that had been found at the sites of the bombings, 
such as the leaflets found after the attack on the American Cultural Center. 
In my opinion, the trial went on like any other trial of its kind. For an Arab 
state, it can be said that it was a very fair trial." 

In page 49 of his book, Eveland notes that the Iraqi police provided 
the American embassy with evidence that the bombings of the synagogues 
and the American Cultural Center and the leaflets found in the sites of the 
attacks had all been the work of a Zionist underground organization. But 
most of the world had already believed reports that it was the work of Arab 
terrorists who wanted to scare the Jews out of Iraq. The Zionists "happened 
to come and rescue" these Jews. By the same token, they increased the 
Jewish population of the State of Israel. At the same time Wilbur Eveland 
Crane published Ropes of Sand, another book, Prophets in Babylon: Jews in 
the Arab World (London-Boston: Faber and Faber, 1980) appeared in 

England and promptly caused a storm among Zionist Jews. Its author, 
Marion Wolfson spared no time. Given the sources on which she drew in 

writing her book, it seemed that she was well acquainted with Israel and 
other Middle Eastern countries. In her book, she covers the history of the 
Jews in a number of Arab countries and states clearly her sources. 

Concerning the pogrom that took place in Baghdad in 1941 
(El-Farhud), she points out that the British government adamantly refused 

to release the documents relating to these events. Wolfson also covered 

the Lavon Affair on which she gives exclusive inside information. On the 
attacks on Jewish institutions in Baghdad, Wolfson quotes, among other 
things, the testimony of a number of Iraqi Jews, two of whom she 

interviewed in Baghdad: 
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Some might say that the testimony of Reuven Naji Hakak was 
dictated by his presence in the city of Baghdad and that he was 
under pressure from the state institutions. But the same cannot be 
said about the third I raqi J ew (Ezra Cohen) who now lives in Ramat 
Gan, I srael . . . 

Ezra Cohen is an accountant whom I have personally known. With his 
wife, we went to welcome him at Lod airport when he was released from 
Iraqi prison, immediately after Abd El-Karim's coup in July 1958. 

Who is to Blame in the Bombings of Baghdad? 

In the previous chapter, we presented the claims of Mordechai 
Ben-Porat (born Murad Kissas and also known as Nissim Moshe and Zaki 
Habib), according to his own written account. Each claim was analyzed in 
the light of the situation that prevailed at the time. We showed that all of 
his claims proved groundless and collapsed like a house of cards. 

We also showed that the El- 1 stiklal party was not to blame in the 
attacks and that no state or group sponsored by the Iraqi government had 
interest in carrying them out. 

The question that arises is: who had interest in carrying out these 

attacks? What was their purpose and who commissioned them? In order to 
answer these questions, one must examine whether there was a 
connection between these attacks and their timing on the one hand, and 
the pace of emigration on the other hand. 

1. The attacks were carried out in places frequented by the Jews, 
but at times when few or no Jews were present. The conclusion that 
can be drawn from this fact is that those who committed the attacks 
intended to scare the J ews and not cause mass killings. 

2. The time span between the first attack (April 8, 1950) and the 
second significant one Uanuary 14, 1951) is very long compared to 
the span between the second attack and the third (March 19th, 
1951). The time spans are not coincidental but rather are integrally 
connected with the pace of Jewish registration to emigrate from Iraq 
(see chronology of bombings). 

The first attack (April 8, 1950) was carried out immediately after the 
law of denaturalization and was meant to reinforce the leaflets distributed 
by the Zionist movement in Iraq. These leaflets were distributed promptly 
after the attack on the Cafe Dar El-Beyda and called upon the Jews to 
leave Babylon. They gave the date and time of day (4 PM) and the 
warning: 


(To) All the Jews of the Tribe of Zion Living in Babylon: 

For the second time in the history of the Diaspora, we have an 
opportunity to leave. We encourage you to hurry and leave. 
Today, the Jews are in a new era of the history of the Diaspora. 
The time has come for all Jews to register immediately. Today we 
have the freedom to leave the hardship of the Diaspora and go to 
Israel. Youth of Israel, leave the darkness of the Diaspora. You 
are being given an opportunity to leave. Jews, Israel is your 
country. Leave Babylon! 
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In late 1950, the deadline of the law of denaturalization was 
approaching (March 9, 1951) and there were rumors that the Iraqi 
government would not extend it. The leaders of the Movement and 
immigration emissaries in Iraq came to realize that the number of Jews 
who signed up to emigrate did not exceed one-third of the Jewish 
population in I raq. 

It is then that the third grenade was tossed at the gate of the 

Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue, causing several deaths and a large 
number of injuries. It appeared that those who tossed the grenade did not 
intend to inflict so many casualties and that the grenade accidentally hit a 
utility pole and bounced towards the crowd. 

With the fourth attack (March 19, 1951) on the American Cultural 
Center of Baghdad, there is no obvious connection to the pace of 
registration to emigration. But this attack and its timing appear to be 
connected to a very different matter. In the years 1948-50, Israel expelled 
more than 750,000 Palestinian Arabs who left behind thousands of 

dunums (1 dunum= 4 acres) of fertile land. In 1950, Israel passed the 

Absentee Property Law that allowed the expropriation of these lands, to 
turn them over to the Custodian of Absentee Property, which was in effect 
an expropriation for the benefit of the Israeli government. 

The matter was published in the world media and then, on March 10, 
1951, when the Iraqi Parliament convened to extend the law allowing the 

Jews to emigrate, it passed a concomitant law to freeze the property of all 
citizens who gave up their Iraqi citizenship. The Israeli government 
promptly responded with a number of actions, among them a statement 
that the property of the J ews would be brought up in the debate about the 
property of the Palestinian Arabs who had been expelled by Israel. 

Israel also complained to Western powers about discrimination against 
Jews, torture and anti- Semitism in Iraq. The U.S. Embassy in Baghdad was 
directed to investigate the Israeli complaint. The Iraqi government 

responded that these claims were groundless and invited the 
representatives of the Western powers to see the truth for themselves, 
that it would be glad to offer assistance. Not long after, on March 19, 1951, 

the bomb exploded in the American Cultural Center in Baghdad. It 

appeared as a threat from Iraqis to the American embassy not to proceed 
with its investigation. 

In the fifth attack (night of May 9-10, 1951), the bomb with a delay 

switch near the window of the Beit Lawee Company was definitely meant to 

rush those who hesitated to register to leave Iraq. After a law that froze 
the assets of the Jews who decided to emigrate was enacted, many Jews 

decided to stay. The number of those emigrating did not rise, despite the 

relentless propaganda of the Zionist activists. 

On May 22, 1951, Yehuda Taggar and Nissim Moshe (Mordechai 
Ben-Porat) were arrested. Following their arrest, other Movement activists 
were rounded up. Ben-Porat, who was released on bail was re-arrested in 
connection with a traffic accident. He was on his way to be released when 
he escaped from his police escort in the busy marketplace of El-Shurja. 

Those who have meditated on the sixth attack (night of June 5-6, 

1951), near the Stanley Shashua Company, have concluded that the 
leaders of the Zionist movement wanted to show the Iraqi authorities that 
those arrested had nothing to do with the previous bombings, since they 
were all in jail when this last bombing occurred. 

Most Iraqis in the Zionist movement who immigrated to Israel 
unanimously support these interpretations of the bomb attacks. The 

arrests, the investigation and the subsequent trials proved them right. 
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Shalom Salih Shalom was arrested after his name was given when 
Salim Mouallem testified. When he was interrogated, he said that it was 

Yosef Murad Khabaza who had placed the bomb on the night of June 5-6 
lh near the Stanley Shashua Company. Shalom Salih Shalom also said 
that Khabaza confessed to him that he tossed the bombs on the Cafe Dar 
El-Beyda (April 8, 1950) and the Masouda Shem-Tov Synagogue (March 

14, 1951), and that he placed bombs on the American Cultural Center 

(March 19, 1951) and near the Beit Lawee Company (May 9-10, 1951). 
Shalom also explained that Yosef Khabaza described to him his acts in 
detail, as well as his motives and aspirations. Khabaza also told him that 
the orders came from a man named "Habib." Until he testified, Shalom 
Salih was not aware of who Habib (Mordechai Ben-Porat) was, nor did the 
Iraqi police know. Shalom noted that Khabaza acted with the help of Yosef 
Basri and Salim Mouallem. 

The testimony of Yosef Basri also confirms the purpose of the attacks, 
i.e., prodding the Jews to leave Iraq. Yosef Ibrahim Basri was indicted by 
Shalom Salih's testimony and his answers to the judge's questions 

revealed his dishonesty and insincerity. What were the explosives (that 
matched the explosive Khabaza used in the J une 5-6th explosion) doing in 
Basri's bag? According to Basri's testimony, Khabaza wrapped the explosive 
device in newspaper and stashed it in Basri's bedroom. Khabaza warned 
Basri not to touch it, because it could explode. Why was Basri's automobile 
found near the site of the explosion? Why was there a cache in Basri's 
bedroom if he had nothing to hide? What was Basri's driver's license doing 
in a weapons cache? Why did Khabaza meet Basri on the night of the 
explosion and drive in Basri's car late that night when the explosion took 
place? 

In Basri's testimony, Yosef Khabaza acted according to instructions 
from Habib (Mordechai Ben-Porat). 

What Does I srael Want with I raqi J ews? 

In truth, the Zionist movement was not concerned with the welfare of 
Jews who were native of Islamic countries. It was the demographic 

superiority of the Arab majority in Palestine that made the Zionist 

leadership seek to tip the balance. In addition to the desire to increase the 
Jewish population of the State of Israel, there were other needs that made 
it necessary to increase immigration at all costs. 

After the expulsion of more than 750,000 Palestinian Arabs, the 

expropriation of their lands and the destruction of more than 300 of their 
villages, Israel acquired millions of dunums of fertile land that awaited 
J ewish settlers and farmers. In 1952, the labor force that helped carry out 
the government projects consisted of 82% of the Jews of Middle Eastern 
origin that were housed in slums (Maabarot). The development of the 

agricultural infrastructure and rebuilding and expansion of the citrus 
industry were the most important of these projects. There was a systematic 
pattern of giving preference to the interests of the class that was already 
strong, namely the veteran Ashkenazi settlers. The Israeli government 
sent European immigrants to solid housing already built and the Jews from 
Islamic countries were sent to tent encampments, where they lived for 
several years. 

Who Gave the Orders? Where There is Smoke, There is Fire ... 

On April 8, 1950, a grenade was thrown on a crowd of Jews in the Cafe 
Dar El-Beyda and caused the deaths of four people. Outraged Iraqi Jews 
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accused the Zionist underground, the only organization that had interest in 
perpetrating this deed in order to scare the Jews to flee to Israel (see 
Yetsiat Irak, The Departure from Iraq: Memories 1945-1950, by Yitzhak 

Bar-Moshe, Yerushalayim, 1977). 

Shalom Salih Shalom and Yosef Basri confessed it was their associate, 
Yosef Khabaza who committed the bombings under the orders of Habib. 
After the guilty verdict was announced in the trial, the Jews of Iraq who 
were already in Israel demanded that the Israeli government investigate 
the case. In January 1952, in the same week when Yosef Basri and Shalom 
Salih Shalom were hanged, a large demonstration of Iraqi Jews took place 
in Rehoboth, in Southern Israel, demanding (to no avail) that a 
commission investigate the bombings of Baghdad and determine who was 
really behind it. 

The Israeli weekly Ha'olam Haze also urged the government to act on 

this matter. In its issue #1216, the editorial hinted indirectly at the case 

and called for an investigation. But on April 1, 1966, the story blew out of 
proportion with the publication of the letter that Kaddouri El-Waya sent to 
the Prime Minister and to the Minister of Justice. The letter in which 
El-Waya requested an investigation was followed up with questions to the 

former Defense Minister, Pinhas Lavon. In his response, he wrote: 

When I was Minister of Defense, I heard something about this 
XXXXXXXXXX CENSORED XXXXXXXXXXX happened there in Iraq XXX 
XXXXXXXX CENSORED XXXXXXXXXXX I did not look into the matter, 
but a long time after the case that someone has labeled as the 
"Lavon Affair" (scandal in Egypt), during a discussion with some 

good friends, I heard about an inquiry into XXXXXXXXXXX 

CENSORED XXXXX XXX XXX but no judiciary investigative 
commission was formed and no judge dealt with the matter. When 
the Lavon Affair was discussed, I said that there were many 
"affairs" and I meant this affair and others as well." (Ha'olam Haze, 
#1496). 

Even though they were heavily censored, Lavon's statements show 
clearly that the government of Israel and other government branches were 
involved. 

But who actually plotted the bombings of Baghdad? On the one hand, 
Mordechai Ben-Porat claimed to Yediot Aharonot (April 1966) that the 
confessions were extracted under torture. On the other hand, Kaddouri 
El-Waya as well as Iraqi Jewish lawyers and the British Embassy in Baghdad 
insist that the trial was conducted properly and that the judgment rendered 
was legal and fit the crime. 

Ha'olam Haze published the first article on this subject in its issue 

#1494 and the headline on the cover was "The Scandal of Ben-Gurion." 

Ben-Gurion sent a letter to the editor in which he stated that he had 

nothing to do with this matter. If he was telling the truth, why did he not 
consent to initiate an investigation once the details were publicly known? 

Since all these crimes took place during his administration, whether at 
his orders or without his knowledge, he did nothing to stop them. 

Therefore the responsibility falls on David Ben-Gurion. 
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Addendum 

The public has become used to hearing Ben-Gurion's lies. Among 
other things, he said: 

We (Israel) did not expel any Arab inhabitants of Palestine. 
Rather, they left the country because they heeded the calls of the 
leaders of the Arab countries. They were told to leave for a short 
period and wait until the Arab forces had destroyed Israel before 
returning to their homes. 

It became apparent that the Haganah conspired with the Stern Gang 
and Lehi for the purpose of committing massacres in Deir Yassin, Ramleh 

and Lydda. (See History of the Haganah and The Rabin Memoirs, by Yitzhak 

Rabin. Boston: Little, Brown, 1979). 

When President Dwight D. Eisenhower decided to send his emissary, 

Eric J ohnston to the Middle East in order to mediate the distribution of the 
water of the Jordan and Banya Rivers between Israel, Jordan and Syria, 
Ben-Gurion ordered Ariel Sharon to undertake the Kibyah massacre on 

September 14, 1953. Ben-Gurion wanted to greet Johnston with this event. 
After the international outrage following the massacre, Ben-Gurion said at 
the Knesset: "We categorically reject Johnston's recommendations 

(Twentieth Century, p. 221). 

Concerning Ben-Gurion's claim that he did not know anything about 
the events in Baghdad until it was published in the media (see Ha'olam 

Hazeh #1494) we say that his statements are nothing but lies. We found a 
copy of an order bearing his signature that asks for the investigation of the 
case (To Baghdad and Back: The Miraculous 2,000 Year Homecoming of the Iraqi 
Jews, by Mordechai Ben Orat. NY: Gefen Publishing House, 1998). The 

head of the investigation committee who is one of the major pillars of the 
Mossad, had ordered the bombings. 

Most witnesses believe strongly that those who were responsible for 
the explosions were members of the Zionist underground movements in 
Iraq. I have personally undertaken my own research concerning what was 

said in the different statements. One of the witnesses, Iddy Sofer, a pillar 
in the Zionist movement in Iraq, wrote the following statement: 

Yes, I repeat that the bombs were thrown by the hands of 
members of the Movement! In the beginning I had some doubts, 
but after the explosion at the American Cultural Center, my 

position increased in firmness. 
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About the Author 

Naeim Giladi (Khalaschi) was born in Iraq to a family of farmers who 
grew dates and rice. Since early childhood he absorbed the rich Arabic 
culture which included prose and poetry. 

After the massacre of Jews in Baghdad, which was organized by the 
British, he joined the underground Zionist movement. At the end of World 
War II he moved to southern Iran where his family owned farm land. There 
he engaged in the smuggling of Iraqi Jews via Iran to Israel. With his 
arrival in Israel he was faced with ethnic discrimination which he fought 
against and organized thousands of others to resist. 

Giladi's crusade against Israeli ethnic discrimination angered the 
Israeli government and they retaliated by denying him and his family 
members any government jobs. Despite the economic hardship, Giladi did 
not give up. He continued his struggle for social equality and justice and 
called for an Arab/Israeli peace based on true understanding and 
recognition of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 

He joined the newly founded Israeli Black Panthers movement and 
became its representative in the Executive Committee of the General 
Trade Union of the Histradrut. Giladi collected folk stories common to the 
Jews and Arabs which were published in Israeli newspapers and heard on 
the air waves of Kol-lsrael. He also published articles in Al-Hawadit, a 
newspaper advocating Palestinian rights. 

In 1982, after the massacre in the camps of Sabra and Shatila, Giladi 
left the state of Israel and came to the United States. 
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